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CHAP. L 

CQHtinnation of the Adventures of Mr. 

Harrifon. 

<« T 

X Conlidcrcd with indifFerence the 

misfortune that had juft happened me;" 
for after lofing my wife and fofter- 
mother, nothing I thought could en- 
creafe the mcafure of my forrows. My 
mind, entirely employed on the paft, 
was fo lar from feeking to develope the 
Vol. IV, B future. 
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futurej thtt I hardly thought of the 
prefent. It is but jufticc to confefs, 
that the EnglUh treat their prifoners 
with the greateft humanity, in which 
they arc worthy their adverfaries. 

•* As the captain of our veflcl had 
been dangeroufly wounded in the en- 
gagement, we were no fooner landed 
than the governor of James-Town had 
him conveyed to his houfe, in order to 
be more properly attended. The cap- 
tain,; who was much attached to me^ 
entreated to hayc me with, him ;— ^ fa- 
vour that was immedijttely gnuKed^-^ 
Though his wounds were dangerous, \> 
w:a5^ fortunate enoughio fee him in a fair. 
waytof recovery in about three woejcis*. 
When he was able to fit up, thegoyer- 
n9r» who was nai;n?d; Sir William 
3 Haxrifbn, 
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Harrifon^ frequently vifited him: he 
was a good looking man^ about fift]r 
years of age ; his manners affable ; with 
that frank and affedlionate politenefs that 
proceeds lefs from education and cuf- 
rom than from the impulfe of an affec- 
tionate and friendly difpofition. 

• 

** This Englifhman pleafed me at firft 
light. ' I felt my heart attraded towards 
him by a fecret but irrcfiftible force, 
which I attributed to that fympathetic 
bond that originates from a moral con* 
formity which nature has placed be- 
tween fome individuals. The governor 
alfo teftified more attention for me than 
I could have expedled from a man of 
his rank. He fometimes gazed at me 
attentively, with an appearance of 

B a thought- 
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thoughtfulnefs^ as though he was en* 
dcavouring to rccoUeft^my features. 

«* One day when the captain was fo 
much recovered as to bear long conver* 
lations^ Sir William came to fpend the 
afternoon with him. After fome conv 
mon difcourfe they began fpeaking of 
France, the captain afking the governor 
if he was acquainted with that king-* 
dom. — ' Acquainted with it!' replied 
Sir William, with a heavy figh, ' Alas, 
my refidence in France, and its melan* 
choly confequences, forms too interefting 
an epocha of my life for me ever to for* 
get it.*- 

•* Thefc words of the governor caufed 
me the utmoft emotion. My eyes were 
fixed on him, nor could I help thinking 

there 
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there was fomc analogy between my fate 
and the event he fpoke of> and I waited 
with impatience for a further explana- 
tion. — * Yes, gentlemen/ continued he, 
* I lived a cohfiderable time in France, 
and if you now fee me as the enemy of 
that nation, 'tis that the fervicc of m/ 
country requires it ; and I muft truly 
confefs is a duty 1 find fome difficulty 
in fulfilling. Two nations, fo diftin-^ 
guiflied by their courage and generofity, 
as well as by their underftanding and 
improvements, ought to have no other 
rivalry than that of furpafling in virtues. 
In doing my duty I however have no 
fhare in the national animofity. I fight 
the French, but do not hate them ; and 
never fail when in my power to render 
them any fervice confident with my 
fituation. How can I hate a people 

B 3 who 
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who while I dwelt among them treated 
j(ne with kindnefs ? I once loved a 
Jvrench woman dearer than my life^ and 
have even now, I hope^ a fon living in 
FraQce^ whom I intend to go in purfuit 
of on the concluiion of the war/ 

•* Sir William's difcourfe threw me in* 
to an inexpreflible agitation.—** In whac 
part of France did you leate your fbn 2' 
iaid I haftily to the governor. The 
manner in which I afked this queftion^ 

^nd the ^ motion that was viiible on my 
countenance^ furpfized hini. He looked 
p^ m^ ibme time in filence^ his eyes 
plainly expreffing an agitation nearly 
equal to my own. At length he replied, 
• Is it pofllble you fhould know him ? — 

I left him at N-^ /— * At N V 

interrupted !« in a tranfport of joy: 

* but 



'^ but is there ^ne tcdcen by which you 
<>oi»ld recognize him ?' — ^ Doubtlefs^* 
icf^ied he : I myfelf wrapped him in a 
xnande^ in which X difo put a bracelet^ 
on :v^hidh was his ^fnother's cypher and 

my own. But you weep ! Good 

heaven I is it poifible ? Art thou my 
fon?* 

*• He had hardly concluded thefc 
words when I threw myfelf at his feet. • 
• Yes, my father/ replied I : • I am the 
(on you wifhed to find. I was aban^ 
doned and expofed in a church-porch ; 
and to further aflure you, behold the 
]>raceiet that was "ienclofed in my mantle. 
I have ever kept Jt about me as the moft 
precious tofcen of the tendernefs c/ 
parents whom I loved without knowing., 

« * 
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'• The governor no iboner fa w, the 

bracelet than he wa& perfectly convinced 
that I was really his fon ; and yidSd^ng 
to the impulfe of parental tenderneAi^ 
he caught me in his arms^ giving me 
the moft tender proofs of his afFe<ftion, 
We remained for fome minutes, holding 
each other embraced. Pleafure had aU 
moil deprived my father of fpeech : he 
could only articulate in broken, fen* 

tences, * My fon 1 My dear fon ! — r-r- 

Have I then found thee ? 1 fliall die 

content.'— His knees trembled under 
him, and he appeared ready to fall. I 
Xeated him in a chair, where by degrees 
he recovered his compofure. For my 
own part I was fo tranfported with joy, 
that my foul was overpowered by the 
multiplicity of agreeable fenfations. 

•».■ 
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•« The captain ccmtcmplated this fcene 
in filent furprize and emotion ; and Avhen 
we were fomewhat recovered, congratu- 

* 

lated us on our happy meeting, teftify-. 
ing the pleafure himfelf experlehced in 
our happinefs. 

*• When we were fomewhat compoied, 
we began to give way to thofe tender 
dilcouFfes which proceed from hearts 
totally filled with each other. My 
father could not ceafe gazing on me.— 
* What, my dear fon/ faid he, ' was it 
poflible that I did not know thee at fifrft 
fight? Thou art the living image of 
thy mother! Thy features have the 
iamefoftnefs which captivated my heart, 
Notwithftanding, a fecrct force attraded 

■ 

me towards thee ; thy fight caufed me 
the utmoll emotion :— yet, my child, if 

B 5 we 



wc had not fortunately fpokcn of France, 
thit fecrct impulfe would not have been 
fwfficient; and I fliould have found my 
fon without knowing himjr-^and perhaps 
at ihy dep^rtti^re loft thee for ever/ 

/ 

** I told my father that his prefence 
luad the fame efFeft on me. — * You find,"^ 
faid I, * that nature never lofes her 
rightb : ihe fpeaks to all hearts^ and 
puts them in the proper path. But^ my 
dear father, (added Ij) complete my 
happincft by informing me whether I 
have ftill another parent to meet, and 
what cruel event neceffitated you to 
abandon me in my infancy ?*— * *Tis a 
duty th^t I owe thee,* replied Sir Wil- 
liam : and though my recital may prove 
the neceffity J was under to abandon 
thee^ it cannot juftify the criminal in- 

difference 
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Jiffercncc I have (hewn to thy welfare. 
Heaven has, alas, punifhed me! Yet 
in recovering thee, my fon, it gives me 
pardon ; and, I trull, hereafter to obli- 
terate my ntgled by tendemefs.*— — 
My father then began his recital, which 
I fhall relate in as few words as pof- 
fible/ 

•• Sir William Hafrifon was an only 
fon, confequently his father founded all 
his future hopes on him* After paffing 
a courfe of ftudies^ he went on his 
travels, as is the cuftom among Englifli 
noblemen, firft paffing through Spain 
and Italy, and concluding by France, 
Having (laid for fome time at Lyons, 
he became enamoured of a young lady 
who lived in a veiy retired manner with 
her mother, who was of a noble family, 

B 6 but 
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but reduced ; her huiband having ex^ 
pended his fortune in the fervicc, and 
dying young,, the creditors had feized 
oa the little remaining, by which means 
Madame de Foulanges and her daughter 
had no dependence but a fmall penfion 

which the king allowed theni. 

My father, by his afliduitics and teo- 
dernefs loon gained the heart of the fair 
Emilia: neither having before been in 
love, their fouls gave way without re- 
fcrve to the pleafures of that fentiment. 

*' During this interval Madame de 
Foulanges died, and her daughter Emilia 
found herfelf at once reduced to a Hate 
of indigence. The lituation of Madc- 
inoifelle de Foulanges far fromdiminiflif- 
ing my father's tendernefs^ augmented, 
iti and after having dried the tears of 

filial 
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filial piety, he propofed a fecret mar- 
riage. . As Emilia was now millreis of 
her adHons, and had no dependence on 
any but her lover ihe readily confented 
to his wifhes* 

** Some time elapfed in the pleaiing 
intoxication of two hearts devoted to 
each other, when Emilia found herfelf 
with child. My father immediately re- 
folved to repair with her to England, 
and throw himfelf at his father's feet, 
depending on his tendernefs to forgive 
his clandefline marriage. Full of this 
projeft, he fat out with his fpoufe; but 

on their arrival at N ^ Emilia, 

who was naturally .very delicate, found 
herfelf greatly indifpofed, her illncC 
after fome few days rifing to fuch ; 
height, that he was neceflitatcd to relin 

qui^ 
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quifh his intention of returning to Eng^ 
land until after her delivery, Irt fliort^ 
after three months languor^ which caufed 
the utmoft forrow to my father^ Emilia 
was delivered of a fon. I am that unfbrtu^ 
nate^ who was doomed to experience all 
the viciffitudes of fate. The day after 
my birth my mother's fituation becah»e 
dangerous^ and the utmoft alTiftance of 
art ufelefs. In a word, Ihe expired the 
tenth day aft?er giving me birth. 

" My fether*s grief was ki propor- 
tion to the extreme aflfeftion he bore 
her I — this lofs entirely deftroying the 
edifice of happincfe he had planned of 
gaining his father's confent. To com- 
plete his misfortune, he received a letter 
from him, which commanded his im- 
mediate return to London^ in order to 

attend 
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attend Tiim to America, where he was 
kteljr appointed governor of one of the 
provinces. 

^ Nothing now Vemained but obe- 
dience. It was impollible to take me 
with him, and he was totally unac« 

quainted with any one at N ^ to 

whom he could truft fo dear a depofit* 
He therefore, after many ftruggles, de* 
termined to lay me under the church- 
porch, . but with the precautions and 
tokens you are acquainted with, in order- 
that he might be able to find me when 
time fhould have empowered him to 
claim me for his fon ; flattering himfelf^ 
that fome one in eafy circumftances 
would take charge of me, and give me 
a proper education. 

« He 
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** He had no fooner executed his pro* 
jedt than he departed for London^ and 
fbme few days softer his arrival there, 
iailed with bi& father for South GuroUna. 
Time infenfibly weakened the impjpef- 
lion the death of Emilia had made on 
his. heart, and equally diminifhed his 
tender nefs for the pledge of his union 
with her. — The diflipations commoa to 
youth completed what time had begun, 
and my father no longer fufFered any 
uneafinefs on ray account. la fhorx,. a 
fecond marriage, which he contrad;ed 
with the governor of Virginia's daughter 
by his father's approbation, rendered 
, him entirely indifferent to ray fate.r— 
Three children,, which he had by this 
fecond wife, pofleffed the whole of his 
afFedlibn; and he had no longer the 
fmalleft place in his heart for a fon born 

under 
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under fach unhappy auipiccs^ and which 
be regarded in no other light but as the 
illegitimate fruit of a youthful error. 

** His father's government being ex* 
pired, he returned with him to £ngland> 
where ambition next took place in his 
heart ; and you well know that paflion 
frequently predominates over the moft 
facred rights of nature. Entirely em- 
ployed with his elevation^ he was far 
from thinking of me ; but heaven had 
in referve a cruel punilhment for fuch a 
guilty negle<fl of a fon, who had an 
equal right to his tendernefs with his 
other children, 

•' After paffing fucceflively through 
different dignities, he was appointed 
governor of Virginia in the room of his 

father- 
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father-]n-Iaw> ^o was lately dead,* and 
was doomed to expiate in America ;his 
former errors, 

^* Some time after his arrival at James- 
Town, his daughter, who was about 
fifteen, died bf the fmalUpox. The 
lofs of this child, to whom he was ex* 
ceeding partial, caufed him the utmoit 
affliif^ipn ; — ^but iiis forrow was^ foon en- 
creafed by a greater blow. His wift^ 
who had never feft her daughter dufirtg: 
her illnefs, was attacked by a puti^ 
fever, that in a few days brought her to 
the grave. — Heaven had not yet ex- 
haufted its vengeance; and my father, 
already deeply wounded by fuch fevere 
lofles, had yet mtnx to fufier; 

« Some 
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^ Some weeks after the death of his 
he received information that one of 
his fons^ \\^ho was on board the Englifh 
fleets had lofl his life in an engagement 
againfl the French ; and very fpeedily 
after that the fecond was killed in a duel 
with his colonel. — You muft form an 
idea of the grief of a man who in (b 
ihort a period experienced fuch multi* 
plied and heavy lofles* He was confined 
for three months to his apartment^ over- 
whelmed with a forrow that nearly ap» 
proached defpair. He was deprived of 
all he held mod dear : a wife whom he 
adored^ — a, beloved daughter^ — ^and tWQ 
fgns of the moft promifing afped^ 

«* In the height of thefe melancholy 
refle(5iions he thought on me, — a remem- 
brance that encreafed his unhappinefs. 

The 
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The image of his firft wife prefented 
itfelf ftrongly on his mind, and appeared 
to reproach his cruel and unpardonable 
negled: of her offspring. My father 
now no longer doubted but the blowi 
which he had received were a punifh**. 
nient from heaven, who thus at once 
deprived him of all the bleflings of a 
father, for having fo ill performed his 
duty towards me. Repentance foon 
made me regain thofe rights in his heart 
.of which I had fo long been deprived* 
His moft earned defire became to dif* 
cover me; and he waited with impa- 
tience the conclufion of the war, in 
order to repair to France, and make the 

neceffary enquiries. Such were my 

father's intentions, when I was fortunate 
enough to arrive at James-Town. 

«^ This 
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** This was nearly the account my 
father gave me ; after which he teftified 
a defire to know the events that had be* 
&llen me until our meeting. When I 
had fatisfied him» * I thank heaven/ 
laid ht, * that in reftoring my fon I 
receive him virtuous and fufceptible :— 
the lall gift is as precious as the firfl. 
Thy recital, my fon, clearly proves that 
we may be eftimable in every clafs of 
fociety ; and that thofe who poiTefs 
honour and virtue are equal to the 
gr^ateft. The unfortunate (late in which 
I left thee has, perhaps, been a blefling, 
as it has learned thee to ellimate man-, 
kind according to their real value* Thy 
fenfibility, fo long exercifed by thy own 
forrows, will naturally turn on thofe 
who have a right to claim it. Thou 
wilt footh the wretched^ for thyfelf haft 

known 



kno WIT grief. — In fhort^ ezperienice^ the 
fiire guide of man» will fiscond thy ac- 
quired know'ledge ; and far from being 
aggrandized by thy new fituation^ thou 
wilt confer honour on the rank tHoit 
>#ilt hereafter hold in fociety,.'-*-***-!; 
thanked my father for the good opinion: 
he entertained of mc, afluring him I 
would ufe my utmoft endeavours to 
merit it. 

^ He would vx>t fuffer me to keep the 
apartment I before oecupiedi — * From 
this moment^ my fon/ faid he, ^ you 
muft regard yourfelf as my only hein — 
It fhall be my firft care to have you 
acknowledged as fuch on my return to 
England,* Sir William then ordered 
me an elegant apartment adjoining his* 
€Wm I fupped with him the fame 

evening. 



ereningi. during which he declared to 
the officer Sj and alfo to the domeftici^. 
that I was his fon^ defiring^ them to 
regard me hereafter in that charadlen 
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CHAP. II. 

Conclufion off ibe Adventurer of Mr. 

Harrifon-. 

Jt H£ report was foon fprtad that . 
Sir William Idbrrifoxi* had found a fon 
whom. he had Kxng Ibft, and all the 
people of difltndion on the ifland came 
to congratulate him thereon. As m/ 
father was much beloved, the inhabitants 
fignified their joy by illumination and 
public rejoicingf ••— In fliort^ I had every 

reafon 
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m 

itafon to be fatisfied with the reception 
I met with from all pafties* 

" As foon as the captain was perfcifUy " 
re-eftablifhed, my father, who in feme 
meafure was indebted to him fpr our 
meeting, haftened to ihew his gratitude 
by giving him his liberty, and fending 
him back to Friance with feveral rich 
preferits, . and a promife never to forget 
the obligation we owed him. My father 
propofed to the governor of Canada an 
exchange of prifoners, which' being 
accepted, at the end of two months the 
whole crew which were taken with ma 
on board the Invincible were fet at 
liberty. 

« 

•* During the fhort tiniie we remained 
in America my father was perpetually 

giving^ 
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giving me frefli proofs of his afFcdHon, 

On my part I endeavoured to render 

myfelf worthy his kindnefs.— *One 

day, when we were converfing together, 

I teilified to him the repugnance I had 

to bear arms againft France, faying every 

thing I could devife to juftify that dif- 

likc— * My fon,' replied Sir William, 

*your fentiments do you too much 

honour for me to difapprove them. It 

is natural for man to love the country 

where he received breath, and to be 

attached to thofe among whom he was 

bred. You would be ungrateful could 

you ceafe to love the French ; and I mud 

be unjuft did I wifh to flifle fuch praife- 

worthy fentiments. You muft, doubt- 

lefs, hereafter look on England as your 

country, and devote your days to her 

fcrvice; but there are means to render 

Vol, IV. C your- 
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yourfclf ufeful without injuring the 
nation to whom you arc attached by fo 
many bonds.' 

** The time of my father's govern* 
ment being expired, we failed for Eng- 
land. The regret of the inhabitants 
plainly teftified how much he was be- 
loved, — ^having ever conciliated the du- 
ties of his fituation with the rights of 
humanity. On our arrival in London 
my father took the proper meafures to 
put me in full p6ffe(fion of my birth-r 
right. He immediately wrote to Lyons, 

and alfo to N , and in about the 

ipace of a month wc received all the 
papers neceffary to prove the validity of 
the marriage, and the legitimacy of my 
birth. 

« A dif- 



•*. A difficulty, however^ ftill re- 
mained* — I had been educated in the 
.Catholic faith ; and, notwithftanding 
my rank, I could not obtain a civil ex- 
iftence in England, nor hold any charge 
in the flate, without adopting the re- 
formed religion. I was for fome time 
before I could refolve on the change : 
nothing, according to my idea, could 
juftify fuch a ftep but aa innate convic- 
tion of the fuperiority of the religion 
adopted. As I was far frofn expe- 
riencing this ponviftion, it w^as only 
intereft and ambition which could in- 
fluence the alteration. Thefe motives 
were not fufficient to determine mc ; on 
the contrary, they lowered me in my 
own opinion. Notwithftanding, the 
entreaties of my father were fo preffing, 
and he employed fo many rcafons to 

C 2 convince 



2i THEFRBNCH 

convince me of the ncceflity of this 
change^ that I at length yielded to his 
folicitations> filial piety efFedling what ' 
ambition could never have accomplifhed. , 
One confideration particularly deter- 
mined me : — there is fo little djiffercnce 
between the Protcftant and Catholic 
religion^ that I might pafs from one to 
the other without even changing my 
opinion. 

" I was no fooner received into the 
bofom of the Englifh church, than I 
was publicly acknowledged as the heir 
of Sir William Harrifon, with every 
formality which was neceflary to give 
legality to my new exiftence. From 
that time I enjoyed all the advantages of 
my rank. The tendernefs of my father 
appears to augment daily. He has 

already 
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already propofed itiefeveral rich matches, 
all of which I have until now refufed. 
The image of my beloved Zifka was 
ever prefent to my thoughts. I could 
fee no woman worthy to replace her in 
my heart ; but within thefe few days an 
extraordinary change has taken place 
there. That fenfibility which I thought 
exhauftcd in my firft love, is rekindled 
with aftonifhing fervor. In fhort, my 
dear Lanfon, I love as ardently as 'tis 
pofliblc to love. 

•* Mifs Dawfon," continued Placid, 
whom however I {hall hereafter call 
Harrifon, " is as virtuous as handfome. 
The qualities of her mind and heart fur- 
pafsherperfonal charms. Every one joins 
in her praife. I fcarcely dare flatter my- 
felf with fuccefs with fo accompliihed|Jp 

C 3 ViC 
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woman, ' I have fcen her but twice; 
rw)r do I know whether fhe has re- 
marked the impreflion flie has made on 
my heart. — In Ihort, I am ignorant 
how fne will receive the avowal of my 
paflion i and that uncertainty diftrads 
me almoft as much as a melancholy 
convidion." — ** Do yourfelf more juf* 
tice,*' interrupted I. — ** Your birth,f— 
your fortune^ — and perfonal merit, atl 
give me room to think that the fame 
fympathy that attrads you to this ami- 
able wonian, has produced the fame 
,.,>cfffe<3; on her ; and you have every rea- 
fon to hope that your father will haften 
to feal your happinefs by confenting to 
your union with an amiable perfon, 
though her fortune Ihould not equal 
yours.** — " That point by no means dif- 
quiets me,'* replied Harrifon : " Mifs 

Dawfon*s 
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Dawfon's birth equals my own. Her 
father is extremely rich, and held in the 
utmoft confideration ; nor have I a doubt 
but that my father, who anxioufly wiihes 
to fee me eftablilhcd, will approve my 
love, and even take the neccfTary fteps 
to gain the hand of the charming wo- 
man I adore, if I can but obtain her 
heart/*— *• In that cafe, my friend," re- 
piled I, " give way to the moft flatter- 
ing hopes ; for I foretell, that in a (hoii 
time you will furely be the hulband of. 
Mifs Dawfon," 

I now attempted to leave my friend 
Harrifon, but taking me by the hand^ 
** Have you forgot," faid he, •* that we 
are friends ? While you remain in 
England you fliall have no other home 
than mine : — Harrifon will ever be your 

C 4. Bia^cv*^ 
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Placid, as you muft ever be his Henry.** 
I embraced my friend, declaring how 
fincerely I felt the marks of afFedion 
he gave mc. 

Sir William Harrifon returned the 
fame evening from a joqrney he had 
jBade in Wales. His fon prefented me 
to him, and had no fooner informed 
him who I was, than he embraced me 
with great afFedion. — " The friend of 
my fon,'* faid he, ^* cannot fail being 
dear to me. I know his heart, nor does 
he efteem any one but what is truly 
worthy.'* 

Sir William Harrifon was about fixty 
years of age, but poffefled all the vigour 
of an earlier period. His features were 
noble and regular ; — underftanding en- 

livened 
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Kvened his eyes ; — in fhort, his whole 
perfon intereftcd me greatly in his 
favour. 

During fupper my friend informed 
his father of a part of my adventures, 
and my intention of joining Lord War- 
neck. — ** Whatever pleafurc your com- 
pany might give me/' replied Sir Wil- 
liam, " I am far from wifhing to per- 
fuade you to defer your return where 
friendfhip calls. — I am acquainted with 
Lord Warneck; he is truly worthy the 
fentiment you experience for him : his 
generofity and goodnefs of heart, at 
leaft, equal the accomplifhments of his 
mind. Li fhort, he is one of thofe 
charaders who honour England as much 
by their virtues as their talents.*'-- — A 

man of delicacy and feeling has ever 

'i 
C 5 more^ 
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more pleafiire in hearing his friend 
praifed than himfelf; it may therefore 
be eafily furmifed what delight Sir Wilv 
liam's difcourfe gave me. 

I fpent my time in the moft agreeable 
manneruntil my departure; SirWilliaiik 
and his fon ftudying to procure me alt 
the amiifements which London affords^ 
ray friend and myfelf being perpetually 
together. I however had not forgotten 
Philips ; a fympathetic attraftion bad 
attached me to that young man, he there- 
fore could not be otherwife than agree- 
able to Harrifon. — He was of all out 
parties, and foon became as intimate 
with him as myfelf* 

However, though Harrifon gave him- 
fclf up in great mcaAire to the delights 



af friendfhip, yet love.did not relinquifti 
its rights over his heart* The fair Mifs 
Davvfon foon teftified a particular elleem 
for him: and if in vulgar fouls there is 
but one ftep from admiration to love, in 
viirtuous ones there is lefs diftance be-- 
twcen efteem and that fentiment. — In- 
fliort, I had the pleafurc to fee the paf. 
fion of my friend (bccefsful before my* 
departure. He difclofed his love to his . 
father, who foon obtained the confent 
©f Mifs Dawfon's parents. The mar- 
riage was celebrated with the utmofl 
gomp,. and Harrifon found his moft: 
flattering wifhes realized ; his merit re- 
ceiving the higheft recompence a feeling; 
heart can obtain,-— a tender and virtuous > 
wife, and the hope of feeing himfelfs 
revived in th© precious pledges of fo^ 
d^llc an union.^ 
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Departure. — The effects of gaming. 

J^OME days after the marriage of 
my friend. Captain Wilfon came to in- 
form me that all was ready for our de* 
parture, and that the convoy was to fail 
in three days. The news rejoiced and 
afBifted me at the fame time. If on 
one fide I was going to join a benefactor 
to whom I was truly attached, — on the 
other I was quitting a tender friend, who 
was equally dear to me. Man is not 
made to be perfecflly happy here below ; 
his life mud neceflarily be a mixture of 
good and evil : — fince his. moll bitter 
misfortunes frequently fpring from his 
deareft afFeftions, and pleafure as often 

arifcs. 
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arifes from what appears the moft un^ 
fortunate events. 



I informed Harrifon of my Ipeedy 
departure. He was greatly afFe^fted. — 
" What, Lanfon," faid he, '* did I only 
regain you to lofe you fo fpeedily ? I 
have hardly began to enjoy the pleafure 
of your company, before I muft expe- 
rience the forrow of being feparated 
from fo dear a fri.end/' — *^ Believe me," 
replied I, ** I fhall fufFer as much from 
this feparation as yourfclf. If any thing 
can fupport me through it, it will be 
the hope of feeing you again, and add- 
ing another member to the number of 
your friends. Such, my dear Harrifon, 
(continued I,) is the inftability of all 
human events, that forrow frequently 
treads on the heels of enjoyment. — 

Man^ 
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Man, in the midft of this painful life^ 
has hardly began to know reft, before 
^is neceflary for him to encounter frelh 
ftorms. Death alone is a termination to^ 
his labours;— and tranquillity only to. 
be found in the tomb,V 

Harrifon accompanied me as far a^ 
Plymouth. Our grief at this fecond 
feparation is more eafily imagined than . 
defcribed. I promifed.to write imme« 
diately on my arrival in the Eaft Indies,, 
and gave alfo a letter to my friend to^ 
remit to Zulem.— -Iii fhort, after bid- 
ding each other repeatedly farewell, we. 
feparated, overwhelmed with forxow^. 

I immediately went on board the fliip, . 
which was ready to fail, ordering my 
«fie6ts to^be pkced in my cabin. Among 

them^ 
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them I perceived a trunk which did not 
befong to n^c, and deiired my fervant to. 
remove it. He then informed me; that 
Harrifon had commanded him to put it 
on board with my other efieds> but not 
to mention it ta me until we failed. I 
had na doubt but it was a gi& from my 
friend^ whole delicacy had feized this^ 
mode of making me a prefeht. I 
opened it^ and found every thing necef-^ 
Ssury for (b long a voyage. 

During my examination* of the difU 
ferent anticles^ I dilcover^d a box which, 
contained feveral rouleaux of guineasi,. 
and the pi<Shire of my friend enriched 
with, britiiants^. enveloped in a paper^ 
on which was vitittetU^atnitU purijie tout. 
I wa» £ir lefs fenfible of the value o 
the gift than the manner in. which 
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was made. — ^^ Heaven/' exclaimed I, 
is bountiful to me : for though unhappy 
in love, it recompenfcs me by fricnd- 
fliip." 

; The beginning of our voyage was 
extremely fortunate, reaching the Ca- 
nary Iflands, in kfs time than' is ufual 
for that deftination. We caft anchor at 
the ifle of Ferro, which is rendered 
famous by that high mountain called 
the Peak of Teneriffe, and which may 
be difcovered forty leagues out at fea, 
its perpendicular height being computed 
at three thoufand toifes. 

After refting two days in this ifle, the 
air of which is wholefome, and the l^nd 
very fertile, we continued our way, 
touching at the Cape de Verd iflands^ 

that 
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that ^re fituated over againft Africa, 
and from thence coafting along the 
Guinea fliore, we pafTed the line. — By 
the means of a prefent which I made 
the failors, I avoided the difagreeable 
ceremony to which an abfurd cuftom 
has fubjeded thofe who have never 
before paflcd the Equator. 

I have before faid, that the greateft 
Intimacy fubfifted between myfelf and 
Philijps, who was lieutenant on board 
our veflei. Our cabins were contiguous, 
and we were feldom apart. Sometimes 
we repaired to the great cabin, where 
we gave in to all the amufements com- 
mon on board of fhip. I foon difco- 
vered that Captain Wilfon was paffion- 
ately fond of play, and feldom a day 
paffed without his propoling games at 
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piquet, or tridrac. Though we ufualfy 
played for fmall fums, he entered into 
the game with an ardour that plainly 
fhewed the afcendancy that gambling 
had over him ; — the different viciflitudea 
of the game caufing the moft ftriking 
alteration in his features, which pafled 
alternately from joy to fear, and from 
fear to joy, as fortune was propitious 
or cruel. For my own pjwt, I wa&^ 
never addidled to play, and confequently 
was as little fenfible to gain as lofs, and 
therefore had coolnefs fufficient to oh- 
ferve the changes in the countenance of 
the captain. — Why, thought I, fliould 
man abufe every good, and turn what 
was meant for an agreeable relaxation 
into a fource of dlfcontent and trouble ? 

Fortune- 
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Fortune is ufually kind to thofe wha 
do not feek her favours. Since our 
embarkation I had won near two hun- 
dred guineas of Wilfon. One. day 

that we were playing at piquet, vexed 
at the continual advantage I had gained 
over him, — he fpoke in a manner 
which I thought it neccflary to refent, 
but which I did with great calm- 
nefs and moderation. Wilfon vexed at 
my coolnefs, as much as with his lofs, 
began abufing my country in. the mod 
opprobious terms. On this I loft pa-i 
tience, and anfwered in the fame man-* 
rer. — In (hort, from words we were 
ready to have recourfe to deeds, the 
captain having already drawn his fword, 
and mine being almoft equally prepared ; 
hut Philips, who had ufed his utmoft 

efforts. 
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efforts to calm us, now threw hinnfelf 
between us, declaring we Ihould not 
fight. 

Wilfon at length appeared rather 
calmer, and put up his fword. For my 
own part, vexed at his behaviour I re- 
tired to my cabin, where, a little reco- 
vered from my agitation, I began to re- 
flect on what had paffed. " Is it poflible,'* 
faid I, *' that a man in eafy circum- 
ftanccs, aad poflefling a refpedlable rank 
in the world, can be fo fenlible to the 
lofs of a few guineas, as to infult the 
man he calls his friend ? Yet Wilfon 
is generous and humane, ?ind until now 
has given me thegreateft proofs of kind- 

nefs. — But is Wilfon's charadler really 
what it has appeared to me until this 
time ? Can the madnefs of paflion fo 

fuddenly 
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fuddenly change a man who poiTeflcs 
the qualities he Teemed endowed with ? 
Surely, no ; — that foundation of fenfi- 
bility is wanting in the captain, which 
is the bafis of every virtue, and thofe 
who have not that for principle are but 
feated on a fragile ground, which gives 
way to ^wtty Ihock. Wilfon is not, 
therefore, good and generous by nature, 
but refled:ion, — and even by intereft; 
well knowing, that thofe qualities ren- 
der man refpedtable, and frequently 
contribute towards the railing of his 
fortune.*' 



My refleftions were interrupted by 
Philips, who endeavoured to exculpate 
the captain, faying that his behaviour 
was but the effedt of a fudden emotion 
•f paflion, occafioned by his lofs, affu- 

ring 
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ring mc that he already repented and 
acknowledged his error. — ^** His fault 
is the greater,'* interrupted I, " fince 
he has been guilty of a breach of hof- 
pitality, as he commanfds the velTel^ and 
I as paffenger am entitled to his protec- 
tion. Believe me, my dear Philips, 
a man who can fo fuddenly forget, on 
fuch a trivial fubjedl, the duties he has 
to fulfil, thus at once failing in the laws 
of propriety and the regard he owes to 
fociety,— fuch a man is ever dangerous, 
whatever good qualities he may, not^ 
withftanding poiFefs. With a man of 
fo irafcible a characfler 'tis neccfTary to 
be always on the watch, for fear of ex- 
citing his paflion ; and to be his friend, 
is expofing one's felf to the hazard t>f 
becoming his enemy.'* 

I remained 
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I remained fcveral days without fec« 
ing Wilfon. At length we arrived at 
the ifle of St. Helena, that is fituatcd 
in the middle of the ocean, between the 
Cape de Verd and the Cape of Good 
Hope, and which belongs to England^ 
all the veflels appertaining to that na« 
tion» which are bound for the Eaft 
I ndies, touching there. — The air of this 
ifland is excellent, and provifions plenty. 
Our veflel had no fooner call anchor 
than a part of our crew got into the 
boat to go on Ihore. I was entering 
with the reft when I met Wilfon, and 
could not avoid experiencing an emotion 
of difpleafure, — notwithftanding, deter- 
mined to adt with the politenefs his 
lituation demanded. To fail in this 
refped: would in fome meafurc have au- 
thcrifed his behaviour, and have given 

fubjeft 
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fubjed for frefti infult ; I therefore 
faluted the captain, who returned my 
compliment, but with great coldnefs 
and conftraint, which made me judge 
that he ill brooked the remembrance of 
the wrong he had done me; for 'tis 
ufually the aggfeflbr that finds the moft 
difficulty to forgive. 

The boat rowed off, and we were 
fome diftance from the ftiore, when, by 
the careleffnefs of the failors, fhe ftruck 
againft a rock which was level with the 
water. The Ihock was fo violent that 
Ihe was dalhed to pieces, and we all fell 
into the fea, each endeavouring to fave 
himfblf by fwimming to land. I had 
the fame intentions, and was making 
my way as faft as my clothes would 
permit, when I difcovered Wilfon, who 

was 
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was ftruggling againft the waves^ and 
making vain efforts to follow the reft. 
I inftantly judged he had received fome 
injury from the violent ihock we had 
fuftained, which prevented his imm« 
ming, and did not hefitate to haden to 
his ailiftance^ though it was with appa- 
rent danger to myfelf, — the light of his 
diftrefs baniftiing every other confider- 
ation. 



I reached him juft as he was on the 
point of finking, and fupporting him 
above water defired him to fcize one of 
the flaps of my coat, and aflift himfeif 
as much as poflible with his legs and 
arms; — In (hort, the defire of faving a 
man's life gave me frefli ftrength, and 
I began fwimming towards the ftiore, 
which, however, I Ihould never have 

Vol. IV. D reached 
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reached^ being fo greatly exhaufted that 
my fenfibiiity would doubtlefs have colt 
me my life» had not a fifherman*s boat^ 
which was on the fpot^ haftened jta 
take U8 up. . ^ 

When we reached the land I drank a. 
dram of brandy, which one of the fifh- 
ermen prefented me with, and fpecdily 
j-ecovered. As forCaptain Wilfon,he was 
fo totally exhaufted that he could hardly 
Ipeak; and had alfo received a deep 
wound in his thigh by af|^interof wood* 
on the breaking of the boat. Philips 
loon joined us, and the reft of the crew* 
who were all fortunately fayed. Wilfbn 
was carried to the fort, where every 
poiGbk aftiftance was admiaiftered hint. 



..The 

'3 .. , 
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The day after this misfortune I went 
to fee the captain ; — the ft«p I had taken 
far from humiliating my pride^ flattered 
ttiy vanity. Wilfon owed me his lifc^ 
I hadj if I may ufe the expreflion, cre- 
ated him a fecond time ; and it was 
therefore natural I Ihould be interefted 
for the prefervation of ray work. The 
captain, on feeing me, appeared to ex- 
perience great confufion, which however 
foon gf^ve place to tcndernefs and grati- 
tude. — *^ Do not attribute, fir/' faid he, 
'* the emotion I labour under to a falfe 
iliame or vexation, occafioncd by the 
obligations I owe you ; it arifes from 
the regret I feel for having oifended one 
fo eftimable. You have faved the life 
of a man who wifhed to deprive you of 
yours ; and cxpofed yourfelf to the 
gfMtcft danger to fnatch from ciertain 

Da death 

i 
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death one— whofe unworthy proceed- 
ings muft have made you regard him 
with indifference and difdain. A mon- 
iler alone could be infeniible to fuqh a 
trait of generofity. — Deign to forgive 
me my errors. Your benevolence has 
fufficiently puniflied me, fince in mak^ 
ing me feel the full extent of my crime, 
it excites the bittereft remorfe in my 
heart." 

I embraced the captain. — *' Sir,** re- 
plied I, " I am more than repaid for 
the fervice I have rendered you, fince it 
has caufed you to recal fentiments fo 
favourable to me, and ^4'hich may per- 
haps hereafter influence a man fo re- 
fpedable for many excellent qualities, 
to endeavour to reprefs the firft emotions 
of anger, which are yet more painful to 

thofe 
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ihofc who give way to them, than the 
obje(5t who occafions them." — •• What 
do I not owe you ?" replied he : " but tor 
complete your generous condudl, deign 
to reftore me your friendftiip; — it is 
neceflary to make me efteem myfelf.— 
Be aflured, I will negledl! ncsihing to ren- 
der myfelf worthy of it/* 

h 

' Philips^ who wds<^i>re(enr at this rt-* 
conciliation^ experienced the XitmoA 
pleafurr. My quarret with the captain 
had thrown him into an auk ward fitu-* 
ation. He was iincerely attached to 
me, and well knew I was the injured 
party ; but he was under the con^mand 
of the captain, and was neceffitated to 
obey him. Thus placed "between two 
men, who were animated againft each 
other, it was both difficult and painful 

D J for 
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for him to acfl as was his duty to the one, 
uithout failing in his friendfliip to the 
o^hcr.; 



CHAP. IV. 
jt Jbif^reck^ 

After ftayfng fomc dayar at Sr. 
Helena, during which Mr. WiUbn cn^ 
tircly regained his ftrength, we again 
jfet fail. Since the event in which I wasr 
j(artunatf enough to fave the captain^» 
life^ my health had been materially a£. 
feded. My fall in the water> and the 
efforts I had made, occafioned a change 
i^ my conftitution that was the founda^ 
\\ovi of a dangerous malady,, which iooxk 
KJiifcovered itfelf in a violent fever, ac« 
J companied 



companicd by the moft alkrming fymp-- 
ioim. Philips and the captain hardly 
ever left my cabin, treating nie with 
the utmoft care and attention ; but an 
tinfortunatc event fooit compelled them 
to think of their own prefervation. 

When wc were about fifty leagues 
from the Cape of Good Hope, we were 
afiaikd by a dreadful ftcrm, whkh 
made fuch prodigious ha^ock^ that iKe 
whole crew were foon plunged in de«- 
ipair. Our main-maft was thrown 

F 

down, and our nidder broken { fo that 
being unable to dired: the (hip, we were 
obliged to abandon her to the mercy of 
the waves. 



The violent motion of the veflel, 
which was now the fport of the wind 

D 4 and 
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and fea, could not but augment my 
malady, and deprived my friends of all 
hopes to favc me. — Though I thought 
it bard to d^e in the prime of life, I was 
equally fenfible of their danger as my 
own. — " I (hould defcend into the grave 
without regret/' faid I, addrefling the 
captain and Philips, " could I flatter 
myfeif of your fafety; but the blow 
becomes double, whea in expiring we 
fee our friends expofed to almoft cer- 
tain death.** 

My kind companiona anfwcred but 
by monofyllables, the.imminent danger 
they ran was doubtlefs perpetually pre^ 
fent to their minds, and abforbed aU 
their faculties 5 they had hardly ftrength 
to give the neceffary orders^ or to pay 
mc the attention which their friend?hip 

prompted^ 
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prompted* The ftorm had laftcd three 
days and nights, mth little alteration, 
when, to complete the diftrefs, a failor 
came to inform the captain that the fhip 
had fprung a leak. The whofe crew 
ivere now by turns placed at the pump; 
but the opening was fo coniiderable, 
that all their efforts were ufelefs, — ^thc 
water gaiped on them, and appeared, to 
l^hreaten us with deftrudtion. 

ft 

The Captain and Philips informed mc 
of this new misfortune.— •* We have no 
icfourcc,**. faid the firft, ** but to quit 
the vcffeli and truft ourfelves in thd 
long-boat to the mercy of Providence, 
but it will be impoilible for you to be 
moved, and I cannot refolve to leavef 
yoq,"«-»PhiIips alfo affured me, that he 
r D 5 preferred 
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preferred death to quilting me m fuc^ 
a. fituatiom 

I; wag truly fenfiblc of the generoflty 
of tbefir friendly Eogli^meii^ and after 
dianking them, replied, ** Let not your 
kindnels for me prevent your endea^ 
irouFiog to fave yourfd ves : — frff-prefer- 
vatiotv is. the firft duty of man, nor 
fhould he think of ethers until that is 
fulfilled, or at nK>li when the danger is 
dottbtfbL Befides, your humanity would 
caufe you a certain death, without being 
the lead fervice to me. i feeHhat my 
kft hou» is not fer diftant. Depart^ 
therefore, my dear friends, before it is 
too late; let me at leaft enjoy the confer 
lation of expiring with the hope that you 
may yet reach land in fiifcty." — The 
eHbrt that I had naade to fpeak fo long 

ha4 
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had £b gfcsstly cxhaufted me^ that I fell 
into a ibce of deathlike infenfibtlity/ eh 
coiicludiiig thcfe words. 

■ - ■. 
I knbv not how long I refnained ih 
this fituatioD^ but when I recovered my 
fenfes^ and caft my eyes around^ I dif- 
covered no one. I Kftcncd but could 
not diftinguiih the Itttft noi(e,-^U was 
pcrfcft tranquillity.-^My hanhnock did 
not fuftam the leaft motion^ and thte 
veflel appeared immoveable. It imme- 
diately ffruck me, that during my in- 
fenfibility the tempeft had ceafed, artd 
that we had fortunately reached loiirfe 
port where the crew had difemt^rftetf, 
or were repofing thcmfclves after the 
long fatigues they had undergone. 

D 6 I re- 



# 



6o THE. FREJfCH 

I remained for a confiderable time ia 
this opinion^ but at length finding that 
neither my friends nor the furgeon ap- 
peared^ I concluded they had abandoned 
the veffcl.— •' They, doublefs» thought 
ine dead/' faid I, ** and the only obftacl^ 
which their geheroiity formed againft 
the execution of fo necellary a (lep, bcr 
.ing thus removed, they have not heli- 
tated to adopt the.pnly means they had 
4:emaining. — Yet how is it poffible that 
the vellel has not been fwallowed up, 
when it was fo near finking before I fell 
into that ilate of infenfibility ? What 
can have fayed it ?*' — I then concluded 
it was thrown on a fand bank, or other.* 
.^ife on fomc defcrt coafl wjiere it 
remained fixed and immoveable^ 

Thefc 
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Thefr reflections^ which I made nou 
.withftandingmy weak flate> are not to 
be wondered at^ for as well as having 
experienced a favourable crifis during 

my fainting, in which nature had come 

« 

oif vi&orious^ the love of life is fo im- 
planted in man^ that a defire to preferve 
it reanimates all his phyfical and moral 
faculties, giving him almoft fupernar 
tural ftrength. — >Thus finding my health 
in a ftate of lefs danger, my thoughtjs 
naturally turned on the furrounding 

objeds. 

I endeavoured to riie, but found it 
impoilible, my weakneft wa» too cx« 
treme to permit it. I now feared that I 
Jbad only efcaped my illnefs to perifh 
in a more miferable manner) I . was 
devoured with thirit^ and difcovere4 

fcvcral 
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ieveral rt^h filled with medkamenti^, 
and diB^rent driaka that had been made 
fot VR€, but could jreach none of thetib 
In fliort^ after having for fome time 
ihuddered oh the bxtternefs oF my fate^ 
a fudddn idea ftrack me, that I adopts 
Wkh tranfport. It was^ to cut the ropea 
which fufpended my hammock : a pcfif* 
knife which I had in my waiftcoat 
p<)cket under my bed ferved to eflferfl: 
it- 

At the noife which my hammock mad'e 
in falling, a dog that I , had brought on 
ftodbcd of (hip With m€, came running 
upw I had imagined, that following the 
infttd(£)i which advertifea a!mmalis of dahv 
geir^ he had jumpedf into the boat witli 
th« crew ;^ \mt thi« fimhful iervant \aA 
not left^ me^ and leaping on my becP» 

began 
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began ihcwing hia pl«&fe by a Jmh* 
dred tricks and aacScB^ 



After having retinmed hh ^ndaefs, I 
iridi repeated efforu dragged myfeff to 
the vefllcky and drank dbvndantly of 
Same potion that had been prepared for 
me :^~thkacconiplifhcd»Icrawkd back 
to my bed^ finding mj ftver greatly 
diminifhed. I now experienced a piro«> 
fuie fwefti, that was followed by a pro« 
found ikep^ which I had not enjoyed 
for a long time before, I ilept near 
twelve hours^ and thought myfelf^ when 
I wickc, well enough M^ rift^ 

A»r I w^ impatient to know whoc 
I was^ what fittuation the vei^I.wa^ 
M^iodiwhat I hail to dread' or hfDpe^ 
mgr praje<9: iraa no ^ner conceived 

thanki 
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than executed; I put on my night gawn^ 
and fupporting. myfelf with a cane^ as 
length with much difficulty reached the 
deck> where I difcovered that the veflel 
was ffuck fail between two large rocka» 
the waves having throwik, it with fuch 
iffipetuofity into this fpace, that when 
they, wididrew they had left her almoft 
dry, andfufpended as it iii^ere above the 
waten ! Thiis .agceeable: furpria^ was 
foon changed to immoderate joy, when 
I difcovex:ed land immediately adjoining 
the rocks. ( 



Pleafureis a fbvereign batm for all the 
flls of man, and influences his phyfical aa 
^ell as moral fundions : by dikting his 
heart, fhe reftores his fibres to their proper 
tone, awakens his viial fpirits, circulatet 

, his blood with frefh vivacity*— Jn fliopt^ 
. . fcts 
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Tets all his organs in motion^ as the key 
of a pendulum does the movement. I felt 
myfelf endowed with almoft fuper- 
natural courage^ my foul giving way to 
the iUufions of hope^ whicb^ however 
was moderated by one refledlion. — 
*• Ought I to rejoice/' faid I, " in- 
^ happinefs which my friends cannot 
Ihare? Philips and Wilfon, what are 
become of ye ? Perhaps, alas 1 ye arc 
jjfwal lowed by the waves^ and have foun^ 
death in feeking fafety I'' 

After having convinced myfelf that 
.the veflel was fo firmly fixed between 
the rocks> that the waves and tide 
could not afFe(3: it,^ I repaired to the 
xook-room;^ as my dog appeared hungry^ 
and gave him fome remains of meat 
which I fouad there. He devoured it 

wi 



it 
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with an appetite that left me no doubt 
but he had fafted two or three days. 1 
now returned to my cabin^ and as thia 
firft effcfrt had greatly fatigued me^ had 
a return *of fever whkh renewed my 
fears. I ufed the lame remedy which 
I had the night before^ drinking plen-- 
tifuUy. and going direAIy tobed^ cover- 
ing myfelf with additional clothes^ 
which foo» broi>ght on a fecond fweat 
that was as falutary as the firft» and 
which alfo terminated in a found fleep. 

The next day when I awoke I found 
myfelf hungry, and had no longer any 
fear of my recovery, " Since I have an 
appetite/' faid I, ** it is a fure fign that 
nature has triumphed over my malady, •* 
—I had in a cafe feveral forts of wines 
and liquors^ I therefore drew out a bot- 
tle 
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tie of Spaniih wine, of which I drank 

half a glafs with fome bread, and found 
myfelf greatly revived. 

There were on board the veflTd fcveral 
doxneftic animals, which ferved to fur«- 
hifli the crew with frcfh provifion. t 
trt filed them all,-r-thc poor creatures 
ttftifying by their cries that they were 
equally as hungry as my dog. I imme- 
diacely fed them, after which I began 
te tfcink of myfelf, and accordingly 
killed two fowls, kindled a fire, and 
boiled them. In the evening I drank 
thiB broth with fome bifcuit : thus con- 
tinuing for fome days to take a flight 
oourlfhment of which I augmented the 
quantity as I felt my health encreafe. — 
By this regimtnj^x and moderating m/ 

appetitej^ 
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appetite, I was perjfedly reftored in a 
fortnight. 

On the recovery of my ftrength I re- 
folved to leave the veffel and reconnoitre 
the land adjoining. The fhip refted 
againft the fmaHer rock in fuch a ma^n-i 
ner,. that by the.affiftance of ar (hort 
ladder I coukt reach the top, whofc 
furface was fmooth, and joined the land 
by an almoft infcnfible talus* At4a}r<% 
break I armed myfelf with a doujble? 
barrelled gun, and taking ibme pro* 
yiiion^ . followed by my dog, fcalcd the 
rock> and In about ten minutes reached 
the land, — I here addreffed a prayer to 
the Moft High, returning thanks that 
after fa many dangers he had brought 
|DQ to a port,. 

* • 

The 
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The fpot where I found myfelf was a 
Q>acious plain, which was interfperfed 
here and there with trees that were un- 
known to me; — ^thick woods encom- 
paiTed it on every fide ; — a hill termi- 
nating it, beyond which were feveral 
mountains fifing in unequal heights, and 
forming a kind of amphitheatre. I at 
firft advanced with great precaution, 
fearing that this fpot might be inhabited 
by favages, who would not fail to make 
me repent this intrufion ; but the more: 
I penetrated the greater reafon I had to 
imagine there were no inhabitants. I 
could difcover no trace of dwellings :— ^. 
nature in every part pofleffing that an* 
tique and majeflic appearance, which 
attefi:ed that it had never been degraded 
by the works of man. 

» 

I walked 
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I walked for near an hour acrofs the 
plain^ and at length turning to the right, 
arrived at the ikirts of a wood, which 
was fo thick and interwoven that it wat 
nearly impaflkble, trees of a prodigious 
height and fize riling almoft to the 
clouds, fome of them appearing to me 
as ancient as the world. I had brought 
a chart and compafs, and after examin^ 
ing the firH; and taking the height of 
the fun, difcovered that I was in the 
J^ndian fea, in a latitude of about forty 
degrees. As I well knew there was no 
known land in this diredtion, I con- 
cluded that it was a defert and unin- 
habited ifland, an idea that overwhelmed 
«e with grief. The remembrance of 
Robinfon Crufoe, however, reftored my 
courage. I refolved to take him for my 
models and by the help of my dog foon 

formed 



formed an ellablifhment in this uninha« 
bited fpot. I had a great advantage 
liver him, the Ihip fupplying n>e with 
all the uteniils necefTary for my con* 
Aru(flions^ hunting, and defence. I 
alfo found grain for fowing, fome oxen, 
and fowls:— *in fhort, I had no want 
but fociety, which heaven at length 
granted. 



CHAP. V. 

A compMiofu — Defenjtve and domeftic 

arrangements* 

Ml Was feated 4&ne day at the foot of a 
willow, on the banks of a river, not far 
from my habitation, when I difcovcrcd 
a maB on the 4>ppofite ihore^ which rofe 

about 
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about twenty toifes higher than the fide 
on which I was feated. Surprize and 
joy for fomc minutes deprived me of 
all thought: — it was the firft humari 
figure I had feen for feven months. I 
was on the point of ruftiing through the 
reeds which furrounded the river, and 
calling out to make him turn his head» 
when a fudden emotion of fear prevented 
me. — ** Ought I to congratulate myfelf 
on this difcovery ?'* faid I. — ** Is it fbme 
unfortunate creature thrown like myfelf 
on the Ihore by a tempeft ? Or is it 
a lavage whom chance has condu(5ted 
hither ? Be it as it may, 'tis a man, and 
I cannot refill the inclination I have to 
^ak to a human being. He is, idoubt* 
Icfs, unhappy ; — ^perhaps more fo than 

myfelf. I will confole him, — aflifl: him i 
he (hall become my friend and brother : 

and 
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and thus, by dividing each other's grief, 
it will be the more ^afily fuftained," 

As I made thefe refledlions, I Aid be- 
tween the willows, placing myfelf in 
fuch a manner that I could fee without 
being feen. The ftranger continued 
advancing flowly along the oppofite 
ftiore, and I foon difcovered by his 
drefs that he was an European. — At this 
light 1 could no longer contain my joy, 
but haftily leaving my retreat, began 
calling to him as loudly as pollible. He 
flopped and appeared as much aflonifhed 
at the noife he heard, as I had been at 
the fight of him. He gazed anxioufly 
around, and at length perceived me, on 
which I obferved him^ join his hands, 
and raife them towards heaven; then 
fly, rather than walk, to the oppofite 

Vol. IV. E part 
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part of the Ihorc to whetc I flood. I 
haftened to do the fame :-^at length, be* 
ing entirely fronting each other, with 
what ah agreeiable furprize was I tr^nf- 
ported, on recoghifing Philips, that 
young lieutenant, whofe difpofition fo 
cxadly fympathized with my own. 

It is impoflible to form an adequate 
pi<5ture of my fituation, without having 
experienced a fimilar one, or to hive 
ismy idea of the rapturous delight into 
which this happy meeting plunged my 
foul, which could fcarcely contain all 
the pleafurable fenfations that crouded 
at once upon it. Philips *s joy was equal 
to my own. We extended our arms 
towards each other, as though we meant 
to embrace, and fhould inftantly have 
rufhed through the river, had not its rapi«^ 
I dity 
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ditjr prevented us. We endeavoured to 
converfe, but the diftance between us 
was too coniiderable to permit us to 
hold a diftindt converfation, a part of 
our words being loll in the mafs of air 
which feparated us. I however at 
length made Philips underftand that I 
was entirely recovered from my illnefs" 
that the veflel had been thrown on the 
coaft, and thaf I had plenty of food.— s- 
My young friend on his part gave tnt 
to underftand that the boat had funk*, 
and that himfelf was the only one of 
the crew who had efcaped ; that he Had 
led the moft miferable life fince his arri- 
val in the ifland, his only food being 
oyfters and wild fruit. 

When we had mutually teftificd the 
pleafure we experienced in feeing each 

E 2 other. 
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Other, wc began to devife the means to 
be re-united. Philips gave me to under- 
ftahd, that he was acquainted with a 
part of the river where it was Icfs rapid; 
and might be eafily fwam over. Wc 
then walked along the Ihore, oppofite 
to each other, and in about an hour 
arrived at the fpot that was paflabJe. — 
Philips was undrefled in an inftant ; I 
alfo refolved to meet him half way on 
a little ifland that was iituated in the 
piiddle of the river, and pulling off 
part of my clothes, threw myfelf in, 
followed by the faithful Sultan. I firft 
reached the ifle, and flying to his ficje, 
held out my arms to ailifl him in land- 
ing. We clafped each other a confider- 
able time, without being able to fpeak ; 
fo great was our joy on this happy 
meeting. Poor Philips was fo pale and 

altered 
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altered by mifery and Want, that he was 
fcarccly recognifable, and the efforts he 
had made to fwim had fo entirely ex- 
baufted him that he was unable to fland. 
I feated him on the ground, and gave 
him a dram of brandy, which I had 
the precaution to bring in a bottle tied 
rotmd me with a cord. This liquor, 
of which my young friend had fo long . 
been deprived,* took the greatcft effedl 
on him, and reftored him ftrength fuf- 
ficient to crofs the other half of the 
river. I made him fupport himfelf by 
leaning one hand on me, while he fwam 
with the other, in which manner we 
reached the land. I then gave him my 
coat and cloke, and made him eat a leg 
of a fowl, and foihe bifcuit, which I 
had taken out in the morning with me. 
When he was fomewhat refrefhed, we 

E 3 beg^pr 
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began walking flowly towards ray habi- 
tation. 



In the way I related tp Philips all 
that had happened. Whe^H I had con* 
eluded my recital, " My dear Lanfon/* 
faid he, " your fate was a thoufand times 
preferable to mine, ,as yourfelf fh^U 
judge. — Some minutes after you fell into 
that ftate of infenfibility, which we took 
for death, finding that the water in the 
hold gained upon us, we got into the 
boat, hoping tp be able to reach land, 
which one of the failors had difcovered. 

_ 4 

We rowed for near an hour with the 
greateft aftivity, but the ilorm, which 
ftill continued ,with,t.he utmoft violence, 
rendered all our pfforts ufelefs, the 
waves fometimes throwing us towards 

the 
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the fhore in a manner to make us dread 
being dafliedi againft the rocks ; — and 
then returning, carried us out again to 
fca. 

^* We were thus for two hours between 
life and death ; at length a wave break- 
ing over our boat, overwhelmed us. It 
wauFd be impoflible to defcribe to you 
the dif&rent fenfations which arofe at 
the bottom of my foul in that terrible 
moment, though you may judge of their 
nature by the effeiS: which the idea of 
fttdden deftrudlion ever > makes on the 
^ mind of man ; yet the inftind that leads 
every creature to felf-prefervation had 
not entirely abandoned me. 

• ■-* -';(.» % ■ •' r- •» 

/* . After, fwalio^ing a large portion of 
i«(ii^wateiT, t'L.toht to the fwface, and at- 
'.y''j:. E 4 tempted 4 
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tempted to fwim, but my efforts would 
have been fruitlcfs, and I fhould foon 
have been replunged into the abyfs, had 
not a large plank, which was doubtlefi 
detached from the boat, been thrown 
by a wave towards me. I ufed my ut- 
mod endeavours to reach it, and at 
length fucceeded. — After having been for 
a coniiderable time the fport of thfe 
waves,, my plank was thrown towards 
the fliore, and immediately at the 
mouth of the river. Seeing myfelf fo 
near land, I took frefh courage, quitting 
my board, and collecting my utmofl: 
ftrength, I fwam happily to fhore, 
though with inconceivable labour. 

'* After returning thanks to heaven 
for my deliverance, I dried my clothes 
in the fun, and laid mc down to fleep, 

being 
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being overcome with fatigue. When I 
awoke, I found myfelf extremely hun- 
gry, and fought among the rocks for 
oyfters. I was fortunate enough to.find 
a great number, and with them fatisfied 
my appetite. I fubfifted on this food 
for feveral days. I was lucky enough 
to have a knife in my pocket, with the 
blade of which, a ilone, and dried 
leaves, I obtained fire to drefs. my oy-- 
fters occafionally. - 

" I at firft was under the greateft fear 
of wild beads, and did not dare hazard 
to remain on the ground all night, and 
therefore took up my lodging in a large 
tree, the branches of which I had inter- 
woven in fuch a manner as to form my- 
fdf a kind of apartment round the 
trunkj covering the whole with leaves 

E 5 and 
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and bark fo completely, that the Mater 
could not penetrate ; alfo forming a bed 
with mofs. 

** As this afylum was near the (hore, 
1 could cafily procure my food. — Ope 
day 1 found a large tortoife, that I killed 
with my knife, the m^at of which, and 
its egg^y furnifherf me with a very whofc- 
fome nourifhment. I afterwards found 
fome others, - though not frequently, 
which neceflitated me to return to my 
oyfters. — In the woods were feveral 
trees that bore fruits tolerablj^ agreeable 
to the tafte ; thefe alfo formed d material 
part of ihy diet. .! . 

r ' ' 

^' dmong the quantity of birds I fww 
flying round me, I had n& doubt Biit 

there were many ivhofc flei^ W4>uld have 

/ • been 
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been more fubftantial food^ but I had 
neither gun nor any thing ncceflary to 
fnare them.— I exifted in this manner 
for feven months ; and as I pofTelTed no 
means of defence, never ventured far 
from: the fpo(: where I had fixed my 
habitation, fiefides^ by remaining near 
the ihore» I hopf^d that fome happy 
chance would bring a veflel to the 
ifle. 

. " Though this hope was very weafc^ 

it was my otily fupport in the melan^ 
choly fitual90ii jn which I found my« 
fclf. At fome moments I experienced 
the greateft; dejedion of fpirits, aiid I 
boUeve fhoiild ^ren have b^n tempted 
to end my life,» had not the divine 
bounty with-held me, by the idea that 
I liad-no right to difpofe of what alone 

E 6 depended 
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depended on him. I was walking on 
the banks of the river, employed in 
fuch refledlions, when Providence led 
you to the fpot where you firft difco- 
vered me. All my forrows are forgot-, 
ten, fince I have not only found a fellow- 
creature, but what is yet more, a friend, 
who ever pofTelTed my warmed affec- 
tion." 

Philips had juft concluded his recital 
as we reached the peninful^i where I had 
eftablifhed my dwelling. He was fur- 
prized on feeing how I had fortified the 
ilthmUs; but his aftoniihmeht was far 
greater on vifiting my habitation, and 
finding it fupplied with every necefiary 
cojx^ort and convenience. 

When 
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When I had fhewn Philips every part 
of my dwellings I prepared to celebrate 
our meeting by as fplendid a feail as 
circumftances would permit. I killed a 
young lamb, of which I roafled a part, 
and likewife drelTed two pullets, and 
four other birds, — Philips affilling in the 
cookery. I need not inform the reader 
that pleafure and good appetite preiided 
at this feaft, the fatigues of the day had 
given one, and the pleafure of our meet- 
ing the other. We drank two bottles of 
excellent Burgundy, and for the firft 
time, for.thelaft eight months, enjoyed 
content and heart-felt fatisfadion r-^tho 
wine, in exhilarating our fpirits, making 
us forget that our fituation might yet be 
fubjedl to many unfortunate events.*-- 

After fupper J prepared abed for Philipt 

clofe 
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clofe to my owpi and a calm rcpofe fuc- 
CQcdcd tp our agreeable feall. 

'Our happy meeting had not only pro- 
cured rp^e an agtedableXociety, but alfo a 
eoqgip^nion who would fhare my labours^ 
MKi.by whofe afliftance-I fhoiild be able 
toraccomplifli thingsr to 'which I was 
imcqual wfaea al6ne. The next day 1 
initial Philips into my domeftic' eca^ 
uamy. As I had now -two uKmths to 
feed, a dbubbe portion of provifioa was 
iioceffiury. My flock wa^f not fufficiently 
iKimerou^ (id :furni(h: a %%iantity for ou|r 
cdnftmfpdloiii aiQid t had butr^tbanrel of 
j&Af^beef-refWaining. I therefore rb^ 
IMved to kitt ^e fmatleft ^f^ my oxen, 
erne beittg^ ftrtRciettt ; with the afSftainiSri 



<^ .. i «. 
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on board of Ihip^ for the purpofc of 
labour. This projeA was immediately 
executed ; — the cutting up of our meat^ 
falting^ and barreling^ taking up two 
days. 

i 

In the difFerertt vifits we made the 
veffcl, we brought away many things^ 
the weight of which had rendered them 
ittipnSticdthhs to mt. Philips hadpari* 
^krol^ly ihjdied mechanifni) and f66ik 
invented a machine^ by which we couM 
draw^ up the heavieft loads^ and by 
i^hofe meilns we at length drew up cmd 
•idtfveyed twenty pieces- of tahnoh t* 
^r habitation. This artillery fiirnifhed 
l«l€f Aviefc the idea of fortify?ng the ^ftiit- 
fulainfuch a manner, that we fhOuH 
have nothing to apprehend from favages, 

in 
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in cafe chance fiiould bring any into bur 
ifland. 

I was fo pl^afed with the thought 
which my friend alfo approved, that we 
immediately prepared to realife it. — I 
had on my firft fettlement raifed a bank 
acrofs the narroweft part of the iflhmus^ 
as a defence, to prevent any wild beaft 
from penetrating into the peninfula ; but 
this fortification was not fufficient to 
fecure us from men. — Though tjic wea- 
ther was rather fevere, wc began our 
work, formings at about a hundred 
paces from ^he firil bank, a fecond wall, 
of twelve feet In height, and: two in 
widths and which extended from rock 
to rock*. 



«*« 



This 
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This building was compofed of (tones 
and pieces of rock> cemented with 2 
kind df mortar made of potter's clay, 
fand, and water. We left twelve em- 
brafures for the cannon, and alfo feveral 
holes to pafs our mufkets through. — 
Behind this wall we raifed a kind of 
terrace, of about eight feet in height, in 
order to be able to defend it in cafe of 
attack, and on the outfide dug a ditch 
of eight feet in width, and fix in depth ; 
and as the land was vtry low in thi^ 
fpot, eafily filled it with fea water.-^ 
The top we covered with iron fpikes^ 

fuch as we could procure from the veffel, 
and defended at the bottom by two rows 
of flrong pallifades. 

A little further on, on the land fide, 
we dug another fofle, at the foot of 
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which w^ placed 4 fort of chevaux de 
frizei about the height of a man, con- 
ftrudling behind this pallifade a redoubt, 
which would ferve as a firft retreat in 
cafe of need. By this means we had 

A ' 

three intr€nchments,.,^nd could make 
head with our artillery againft a great 

number of favages,ihould we be attacked, 

« • * - 

We fixed twelve^ pieces of cannon* 
loaded with old bmfs and iron, in the 
cmbrafure&of the pdncijpal fortification, 
and two in th^ rec^ouibt,: difp<^ng of; th^ 
reft on thej rocks, which, bpr dwd the 
peninfula^ that in caf^rW^ fhpuld be at« 
t^ckedwbyXea, we might be abte to fink 
the canoes. - y. . . 



The;fe different labou|:^^f)pnplpyp(J. us 
the whole winter, wh^ch ,was fat lefs 

rigorous 
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rigorous than I had expcdled, the ther- 
mometer not finking lower than fix 
degrees below the freezing point, the 
froft by this means not preventing our 
work. Befides, we were warmly cloathed ; 
— wood for firing was not wanting ;— 
our hut was alfo weather-proof, and 
Jcept warm by firepans that we had 
brought irom the veffel. — — Wc fore- 
times walked in the environs of the 
peninfula^ and always returned loaded 
with game not unlike partridges,, and. a 
fort of quadrupeds : mu<;|i refem^ling 
hares. 

I had brought up with thje greateft 
care a young monkey, that I had found 
in returning from fome of my excur- 
fion$: — in Icfs than fix months he be* 
caoie as large as thofe I had feen; in the 
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Wck)ds. Thi5 animal was fo mild anf 
tradable that he fofon learned all I 
wilhed. He could fetch water, turn 
the fpit, pick the fowls ; — in (hort, was 

almoft as ferviceable as a child. 

Jacquot (which was the name we had 
given her) was fo familiarized with 
Sultan, that fhe played with him, leaped 
on his back, and aded a thoufand divert- 
ing tricks, the dog fuffering the whole 
with a good humour that apjpeared to 
indicate his rcfpe<5l to every thing that 
belonged to his mailers* 

The winter and great part of the fpring 
was paiTed in different occupations, that 
baniftied the length of time. Befides 
our own domeftic employments, and the 
new fortifications we had eredted, we 
bad alfo enlarged our dwelling, by con-i 

ftruding 
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Uruding two new apartments/ one of 
which we made our eating-room^ the 
other our ftudy. We had formed in this 
lafl a library of the books which we 
found on board of fhip ; and when the 
bad weather hindered our labours^ paf- 
fed a part of the day, in reading,, com- 
municating to each other the refult of 
our fludies^ and our remarks thereon : 
by thcfe means we ftrengthened our 
minds in folitude, and improved each 
other by our different opinions. — It was. 
in thefe leifures that I undertook to 
writi the hiftory of my life, which, as 
I then had no idea of rendering public, 
was done without that care of ftyle, 
neceffary to a work which is defigned to 
be read. Though I have fince retouched 
itj it has doubtlefs preferved the eJBFeds 
of that lirft negligence, which I hope 

the 
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the reader will regard with indulgence, 
as the author is far from pretending to 
fame. 



Though the lives we led were very 
fupportable, yet we could not familiarize 
ourfelves >yith the idea of concluding 
ouY lives in the ifland, and in our dif- 
ferent converfations never failed to re- 
fledt oh the means of efcaping from it. 
After being convinced of the impofli- 
bility of getting the fhip afloat, we 
determined to conflruct a bark as large 
as pbflible, and venture our lives upon 
the fea in it, if in a certain length of 
time no other means of deliverance 
offered. 

Before we began our work, we deter- 
mined to make the circuit of the ifland, 

in 



in confeqiien<*e of whtph refokjtion» as 
foon as the Weather became &vourabIe. 
we prepared For oirr journey, loading 
our horfe with as much provifion as We 
thought !neceffary; letting our little 
flock at liberty within the peniiifula, 
and leaving the ftable door open, being 
well aflured that inftind: would lead 
them thither -at night. 

We now begafn our journey eaftward 
of the habitation, followed by Sultan 
and our monkey, and on the fecond day 
reached a long fpace of barren land, 
which extended between the mountains 
reaching to the fea, and where I had 
once made an excurfion before my meet- 
ing with Philips. It was .a kind of 
defert, that every where prefented the 
raoft difagre^ble uniformity ; we there-^ 

fore 



s 
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fore baftencd to pafs over.this ileril foil^ 
ivhich however took us a day to crofs, 
bringing us to the weft fide of the ifland, 
the chain of mountains that divided it 
reaching much n&rer the (hore on this 
fide than on the eaft. As we advanced, 
the land appeared to wear a new afpeft, 
and we at length entered a part of the 
ifland equally beautiful to that we inha- 
bited^ One might have been almoft 
temptlcd to think that nature had neg- 
leded the fouth fide, to lavifti its riches 
on the north. 

We continued coafting along the 
fliore to the fpdt where Philips had been 
thrown* He fliewed me the tree where 
he had eftablifhed his dwelling, nor 
could I help admiring the art with 

which he had formed a retreat impene- 
trable 
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trablc to the rain. — Arrived at the mouth 
of the river, we continue^ our way on 
the banks, until we reached the fpot 
where we met. Having undrefled, wc 
threw ourfelves into the water, holding 
our horfe by the bridle. Jacquot, in- 
ftead of fwimming, leaped on the back 
^ of Sultan, thus palling the river. We 
immediately continued our walk, and 
before night reached our habitation^ 
after an abfence of fix days. 

During our journey we had incampcd 
under a tent made of fails, covering 
ourfelves with warm clothes, fo that wc 
experienced none of thofe inconve- 
niences which ufually accompany fuch 
journies. — On our arrival our flocks 

were feeding round a hillock, tnd no 

♦ ■« 

foooer faw us, than the fheep began to 
* Vol. IV. F bleat, 



i 
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bleat, and the ox to low ;— thus teftify- 
ing their joy for our return. 

We teniained at home two days to 
repofe ourfelves ; but we had too well 
learned the value of time to pafs them 
in idlenefs. We employed thofe two 
days in, making bread, wafhing our 
linen, and feveral occupations of the 

fajcne natui;e. Good living was not 

wanting; we had plenty of meat, our 
little garden furnilhed us with vegeta- 
bles, and our fowls with a quantity of 
eggs. At low water we found oyfters, 
and frequently caught filh. Our wine 
was the only thing we were (paring of, . 
calculating that by a moderate ufe of it 
we had a fufiicient quantity for two 
years, and brandy for double that time. 

We 



6tt iihAi. jf^f 

We lived in a perpetual hope that 
Tome fortunate event wdiild deliver \iit 
from our J)refent fituation, but td neg- 
Ibft' nbne tff the iri^ans in ou'f pOA^ei", *^tf 
began without I6fs of time to colled the' 
rieceflary materials to conftruft i boat 
we had determined to build. We cut 
down the iSfgell trees we could ^nd in 
the woods, fawing them into planks of 
feveral inches thick, and of different 
lengths, defigning them for the hull of 
our boat. As we had all the neceflary 
inftruments, " our work went on very 
fiift, feveral timbers we drew out of the 
(hipfaving us much labour. 

Whcii^A^ii^htfd tcill^^ea our materials, 
wctonVey^d them to th^ fhoi^e into a' 
ftfio6th fpot, where the land' graduklly ' 

ftope'd towards^ the fea. Our futcefs in 

• ' '^ ' »-, ' . 

' • 'Fa the 
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the beginning of the entcrprize infpircd 
ui with an idea of conllrudiiing^ inflead 
of a boat, a kind of fmall veffel, cc^ 
vcred in all parts, fo that the waves 
could not penetrate ; as with fuch a bark 
we might trull ourfelves to fea with 
fafety> and gain the continent, though 
it (hould be fpme hundred leagues from 
our idand. 



CHAP. VI. 

A dijcvoery. — A vejfel conJlruQed.-^Dif' 
agreeable intruders. 

XN our intervals from labour we often 
walked into the interior part of the 
ifland, fometimes advancing as far as 
the chain of mountains, and frequently 

endeavouring 
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endeavouring to gain the fummit, but 
bn reaching ^about half way had been 
always prevented by the precipices and 
perpendicular rifing that oppofed our 
paffage. Notwithftanding, one day that 
we were walking at the foot of one of 
the higheft, we difcovered a defile, 
which entering, led us to the fummit, 
that we found fmooth, and forming a 
kind of platform, of about four hun- 
dred feet in circumference, and from 
whence we couJd difcover every part of 
the idand, and even far out at fea. 

/ 
In walking round the edges of this 

flat, we flopped at a part where the 

mountain was divided, forming a fpace 

of about thirty feet, and which led by 

■ 

an eafy flope to a valley, about half way 
down the mountain. One might alnrioft 

F 3 have 
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I » ■ 

have been tempted to think this path 
had been made by the hands of man, 
the rocks being exadtly cut to a point 
on each fide the valley. We defcended 

■ • 

into the opening, over which enormoua 
pieces of rock lay fcattered, that made 
us furmize that this chafm had been 
formed by the fall of a prodigious rock 
which fome convulfion of nature bad 
torn from the fumnoiit* 

t 

y^jt were on the ppint of returning 
by the fame path we came, when I p^r* 
ceived in a hollow fomething very bril- 
liant. \ advanced to exan^ine it, and 
wajS not a little furpi^izcd to fii>d it a 
l^Qck of virgin gol4f of about four 
feet fquare, 9 part of which was above 
the furface^ a^j^ reflec^in^ the fun-bjcarp3 
had attraded my attention. In a^njj 

other 
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Qtber circumftances fuch a difcovcry 
would have given us the greateft pflea* 
fure^ but in our prefent fituation that 
fafcinating metal had po worth in our 
eyes. Notwithftanding, as we encou« 
raged the hope of fome future time 
leaving the ifland, we did not think it 
to be negle(5led, and therefore refolved 
to return our firft kilure day to the 
mountain^ with the ncGeffary means of 
removing this block lo our dwelling. 

We were in the road homeward, when 
in croffing a kind of copfe our monkey^ 
who had accompanied us, fuddenly dif- 
appeared. We at firft thought (he was 
in fearch of birds nefts, and would fooii 
return : however, finding ourfelves mif- 
taken, we returned to feek her, repeat- 
edly calling, but in vain. We no 

F 4 longer 
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longer doubted but fome accident had 
befallen her^ or that natural inftindl, 
ftronger than afie<5):ioi> for us^ had 
caufed her to rejoin her fpecies. This 
lofs gave us concern, for Jacquot, as well 
as amufing us by her tricks, rendered us 
forte important fervices. 

i 

Some time after we determined to 
fetch the block of gold. As the mountain 
where we had difcovered it was among 
thofe that formed the chain towards the 
caft, we thought that by keeping along 
lliore we fhould find the way nearer. — 
We had proceeded about half way, when 
fuddenly the air darkened, and a violent 
tempcft fucceeded. We immediately 
fixed our tent> which we had brought 
with us to ftielter us during .the night, 
but it was inftantly blown down, and 
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we were obliged to fly to the hollow of 
a roc^^. " 

The tempcft lafted four hours : — 
fince we had been in the ifland we had 
never experienced the like. The crafli- 
ing of the thunder, — ^the whittling of 
the wind, — the roaring of the fea, which 
daihfed agairtft the rocks, all contributed 
to fink our fouls with difmay. W« 
dreaded that our habitation fhould be 
overthrown, and our flocks deftroyed. — 
At length the rain and thunder in fome 
meafure ceafed, the wind was alfo rather 
calmer, and we left our retreat, climb- 
ing a rock, in order to view the fublime 
though terrible fpedacle of the fca in a 
florm. 



F 5 We 
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We. had hardly reached the height, 
when wc perceived a canoe, in vhich 
was about a dozen men, whom we dif- 
covered to be favages ; they wer.e endea- 
vouring to refift the impetuofity of the 
waves, and gain the Ihore. This fight 
' caufed us a mixture of joy. and^ fc^Lr^r, 
" We cannot be far difent from fome. 
inhabited country/* faid I, to Philips^ 
'* fince thofe favages have bc?p drivea 
to near our ifland ; but ought we, to wilh 
their efcape, or dcfire their deftrudlion ? 
TJh^ey may be poffeffcd of humanity^ or 
wh^tjs eqy ally probable, they njay bc^ 
can^bals. Be it a3 it.may, (coiuinued 
IJ the^ are our brethren, and wc ought, 
if poffible, tp aflifl then). If they gain 

the land we will render theni tvtry fcr- 

« 

vice in our power. However ferocious, 
they will be ftnfible of our kindnefs. — 

I Ingratitude 
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Ingratitude is not natural to man^ and 
is but a confcq\icnce of depravity/* 

I had. hardly done fpeaking; when a 
wave dafhed the canoe with fuch vio- 
lence againfl: the rocks^ that it iilllantly 
overfet, and pkiflged the favages inta 
die fta. They foon rofc above water, 
and as they appeared excellent fwitti* 
mers^ we had hopes they would reach' 
the land; but the violence of the waves 
drove the greater part back to fea, 
where they^ niuft- inevitably perMh; — 
three only gained the foot- of the rock; 
the craggy points of which they grafpcd- 
and hung upon. We inftantly threw 
them the cordage that we had ^bi*ought 
ia order to remove our gold, and foon 
^ew them.. up. ixk^ fyfity: 

F 6 ' Thefe 
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Thefe three favages . appeared afto- 
nifhed at our appearance, teftifying by 
their geftures the gratitude they felt for 
our kindnefs. Not doubting but they 
muft be hungry, we prefented them with 
meat and bread. Though this food 
was unknown to them, they eat freely 
of it J after which we gave them fome 
wine, .wiich, by their geftures, they 
found excellent, looking at the bottle 
with an avidity that plainly declared 
they (;ould willingly have emptied it; 
but I few no neceflity of being prodigal 
of a liquor which it was fo neceffary for 
us to hulband. 



t , 



This meeting made us defer our jour- 
ney to the mountain, we therefore took 
the road to th^ peninfula,; -making the 

favages comprehend to follow us, which 

they 
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they did without the leaft difficulty. — 
As we were unacquainted with their dif- 
pofition^ we determined to a6l towards 
them with the grcateft circumipedlion, 
not admitting them into our dwelling, 
until thoroughly afluredbf their fidelity.' 
In confequence, we lodged them under 
our tent at the entrance of the' wood, 
near the peninfula, making them iigns 
to wait there until we came back with' 
food and what elfe was neceflary for 
themr On our return they' no fooner 
difcovercd what we had brought, but 
they gave fhouts of joy, thanking u« 
l$^atedly by their geiluires aixd Ian- 
guage. . 

»• 

I had not before had time to examine 
them, h\xi now confidered them atten« 
tively; perfuaded, that the difpqfitioii' 

of 
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of mi((i is (Irongly pourtrayed on his 
(cjEitures^ and, that the pailions. M^hich 
Se^e^ju^IIy agitate the heart become 
eBgraven on the vifagfii forming fo true 
a c4i?ra<9:er as can never cfcape the eyes 
of a; phyfiognpipift. . 

Z hadjrea&n to be. fatisfied with; the 
rsfylt of my remarks. . Thefe. meniweici 
Qfj a^ clear brawny, which afiproachedb 
i^^rerttot white :thantiUck* »ai>d far ftprat 
poiTeflingthfti: wildncft foicoiwmoa.to.sit 
fwagp life iTT-an air of f<pftnefsi and fi«ip». 
piicity reigned. uppnjthcir features thati 
banifbed i mi&rultr-^Thcy wer^c of thet 
middle iize^ and tolerably weU propor^. 
tioned^ appearing rather acflive than 
robuiH: their: bodiea not : ha ving^ that 
(trench., ofimuicles . whichri diftinguiihi 
tho&ipeople.roduced ta.a.ltate of pure; 

nature. 
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nature.-rln fliort, tl>eugh their manner^ 
announced them faya^cs^ their forms 
and features appeared to be the inter-- 
mediate bet vfeen. the laft-mcntioncid and 
poliihed nations^ — Two of them did n#t 
fecm above tw;enty-five, but the third 
w^a3 at l^aft fifty y^ars of age. 

I did not bound my gbfervations on 
their phyfiognomy, but alfo paid partij* 
cular^i^tei^tion to their language, I h^ve 
cvef thought that the, language of a 
pi^ppjLe is^as.charadleriflic of their djipou 
iitiqn^^ as their, featur^^* Harlh andj 
diflonant founds^ according to my idea^ 

t ^ 

afinounce.a cruel and f^yag,e race, Thij 
accent of my fayages wa? fpft-|iQd eaiy. 
Notwithilanding the favQurajble ide^ my 
remaf k; hacj givejt^ , ^^ of , theni^ wedei- 
tefinined to. keep to oui; .firft project, 

particularly 
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particularly concealing from them the 
ufe of our fire arms. 

• r 

• j ■ ' . . ; . . 

'• The next day we carried them fome 
planks to conftrud a hut, aflifting them 
in their labour. As oui^ difference of 
language would not permit us to qiief- 
tion them on fubjeds we delired to gain 
information upon, I only endeavoured 

r 

to make thefti comprehend by my ligns 
that I wifhed to k^iow what diftarice 

r r 

*:••■■• -I 

their country was from oui: iHe. The 
cldeft, who appeared the mofl pene^ 

trating, made* me comprehend that it 
was a day and half s journey in a canoe ; 
fliewing me the fun, and forrhing a half 
circle wiih his finger, and theij a quarter 
circle. We calculated this diftance at 

' r 

thirty leagues ; we then wHhed to know 
whether their country had any commu- 
nication 



J- 
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nication with Europeans, but could gain 
no information on that fubjedt. W| 
concluded, therefore, that the neareft 
way would be to teach them French, 
and immediately began the talk, the 
favages willingly repeating after us, and 
endeavouring to learn. 

As they might be very ufeful to us 
both in our labours, and our future pro- 
jcd of leaving the ifland, we ncgleded 
nothing to gain their afFedion ; — nor had 
wc much trouble, thefe favages poflefling 
hearts replete with mildnefs, franknefs, 
and honefty, which are the ftrongeft 
bonds of fociety ; eve/* executing our 
commands with a willingnefs and plea- 
fure that left us no doubt of their fin- 
cere attachment. 

Some 



1 
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Some time after this meeting we re* 
turned to the mountain, accompanied 
py our favages, and with lefs than two 
hours labour entirely dug the block of 
gold from the earth. It weighed about 
fix hundred weight; — our companion* 
appearing aflonifhed that we fhould take 
fuch trouble to gain a metal that 
feemed totally ufelefs to them. Thefe 
honeft lyicn were ignorant that there 
were countries where tvcxy thing is to 
l^e purchafed by this metal> enjoymenl$ 
without number^ coniideration^ and 
even virtues. 

Though wc had every reafon to be^ 
lieve the mountain enclofed a much 
Ui^er quantity of gold> we were not 
tempted to explore this fruitful mine* 
Our block was fufficient to irifure us an 
. . . eafy 
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cafy fprtiuiej if ever we had the happir 
nefs to return to our country. — Having 
rolled it down theiriountain, we placed 
it on the carriage which Philips had 
conftrudtedj and carried it to our habi« 
ration. 



On pafHog. the fpot where the vefly 
l?ad been thro^wvn, in order to furprizc 
9^r Czwigfis, we turned aiide to ihew it 
IJb^nfj ]^t we vref!& oyrfelve^ ftrucl^ 
wit^ thp utrnqfl: ai^onifhment^ M^hea 
^riyed: on the rock the veffel had difr 
appeared, nor wa^ the final left yeftigc 
l^^xiE^iQi^^. The iaft teoppeft bsvd 4pi;bpr 
U& dilperied the fhatt^red remains^ and 
the v^yes borne them out to fea. As 
W^^ l^ad: taken every thijig put that could 
^ u^ful to us^ gnd it v^a^ iippoilibk 

ever 
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ever to have made it of the lead fervicc, 
this event gave us no concern. 

Among our occupations we by no 
means neglcvfled the conftrudion of our 
vefTcI, confecrating the greateft part of 
our time to that purpofc. Our favages 
were foon able to aflift us ; they were 
naturally induftrious^ and wanted for 
neither intelligence nor Ikill. They 
appeared aftonilhcd at the fize of our 
bark, making us comprehend that they 
thought it impoflible to get it into the 
^ater, or if there, to condud it: in 
return, we, by bur geftures, gave therA 
to underftand that we had means they 
were Ignorant of, and that in this veffel 
we mea^t to re-condudl them to their 
own CQuntry, at U'Hich information they 
teftlfied the greateft pleafure. 

In 



In a few months our favages knew 
French enough to comprehend us^ and 
in fome inftances to reply. One day I 
queftioned the elder, who had m^de the. 
moft progrefs. — He informed me, that 
the ifland his nation inhabited was 
nearly as large as ours ; — that his coun- 
trymen were called Ofnakis ; — ^that there 
were alfo feveral other iflands inhabited 
by favages, fome of whom were very 
cruel, particularly thofe named Ourou- 
ilks, who were neareft neighbours, and 
perpetually making war againft them, 
landing on their territories, pillaging 
and murdering all they met with, when- 
ever they were fuccefsful. I then afked 
him if his countrymen and theOurouilks 
had any knowledge of our ifland : to 
which he replied, that they were well 
acquainted with it, and frequently 

landed 



hirided oil the fbuth fide;— but that 
judging of th6 whole from the appear- 
ance of that pirt, they never penetrated 
further. 

I mAle feveral other queftions to my 
favage, all of Which he anfwered in a 
manner more or lefs fatisfadtory. But 
Mrhat gave me the greateft pleafure wasi 
that he informed me one of his coun- 
trymen had been in a very drftatit ifland; 
where the inhabitants traded with' men 
cloathed like us, and who came to their 
cotihtry on fldatin;^ fortrefles that threw 
dUt thunderl This defcription left me 
nadbuftt but tlie favage meiant a fhijp, 
attd tinit the lantf he fpoke of was New 
Holliandi frottf 'wfi'ehce we judged that; 
the country lately difcovered by the 
Dutch could not be veiy diftant, and* 
' that 



that in our vcffel wc might cafily repair 
thither, hoping to meet fomc ftiij) which 
would convey us to Europe. 

Animated by the {leafing hope of 
» 

feeing our country, we redoubled out 
efforts to complete our veffel. One 
evening, when we were returning from 
work, we difcovered at the fpot of our 
fortification a monkey followed by two 
young ones, which to our great furprize 
we rccognifed for Jacquot, the monkey 
we had brought up, and which had left 
us fo fuddenfy in the woodd fome months 
before. She came to us immediately, 
tellifying by her gaftibols the pleafore 
fhe had to fee us ; we careffed her in 
return) being equjaiUy fatisfied at this 
>^ meecjng; 



As 
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As the young ones appeared fright- 
ened on feeing us, (he dragged them 
into our dwelling. Philips and myfelf 
could not ceafe admiring this animal, 
who after having fatisfied the purpofe 
of nature, returned to her old maftcrs. 
— « You fee/' faid I, " that affedion 
which mafters man, has the fame com- 
mand over monkies, lince it could ac- 
tuate Jacquot to return to us, inftead 
of profiting of liberty when in her 
powen" 

Sultan appeared delighted to fee his 
old comrade. — Jacquot placed the little 
ones on his back, by her tricks feeming 
to alk the dog to extend his friendfhip 
to them. — The young monkies, fright- 
ened at the fight of Sultan, made a 
thoufand griiflaces, which greatly di- 

verted 
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verted us, but ty little and little became 
tame, and at length as familiar as their 
mother. 



When our favages had improved fuf- 
ficiently to comprehend us perfedlly, we 
undertook to make them Chriftians. I 
Ihall not enter into the details of their 
converlion. Suffice it, we had not much 
trouble; thofe innocent fouls, who are 
unacquainted with falfhood, eafily open 
their hearts to the voice of truth. The 
religion of thofe inoiFenfive men was 
the adoration of the fun, and we had 
but to prove to them, that luminary 
was nothing more than a created fub- 
ftance ; that there was a power eternal, 
which, though invifible, direcftcd all, 
and had formed the world. 

Vol. IV. G From 
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From the time our lavages were 
initiated into our belief, we had no fear 
to truft them, but admitted them into 
the* peninfula, eftablifliing their habi- 
tation near our own, inftrudling them 
alfo in the different details of our do- 
meftic employments, which they foon 
underftood as well as ourfelves. 

The harveft of the grain was very 
abundant, and was more than fufficient 
to feed five people for a year. We alfo 
immediaftly fowed a frefli (lock, purpo- 
fing to gather it before we left the 
ifland. As we had no longer any ufe 
for our ox, we killed him, which fur- 
nifhed us with a large quantity of meaty 
that we falted and barrelled to fervc in 
our voyage. 



At 
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At length the veffel, on which all our 
hopes depended, was completely finifhed. 
Philips and myfelf could not ceafe ad- 
miring it. It was eighty feet in length 
by fixteen in width, and was covered 
and folidly conftrucled ; had every thing 
neceflary to govern it; three mafts, a 
rudder, — in fliort, it might be called 
an almoft complete little veflel. After 
having careened it we began to devifc 
meafures to fet it on float. As we had 
not conftrudled it on a frame as in 
Europe, we could not ufe the common 
manner of launching it; the only means 
wc could adopt being to dig all round 
it, and introduce fufficient water to put 
it afloat. This talk was painful, but 
was eafily furmounted by men adluated 
by ipotives fo powerful as ours, wx 
therefore began our work, and after a 

G 2 month*s 
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month's hard labour, had the plcafurc 
to fee our veflel on the water. 



Wc condutSled it into a kind of creek, 
fornmed by feveral rocks between the 
ifthmus and the land, mooring it as 
ftrongly as poflible. Our next care was 
to equip it, putting in the fails and 
neceffary cordage, and alfo eight pieces 
of cannon, for which number we had 
>> 3 conftruded it. 






We had alfo built a fmall boat, in 
which from time to time we went on 
the water, as well for recreation as the 
purpofe of catching fifli. One day that 
we had advanced as far as the meridian 
point of the ifland, we fuddenly difco- 
vered twelve canoes of favages, which 
. (iirecSled their courfe towards the fhore, 

doubtlefs 
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doubtlefs with an intent to land. We 
were fome time deviling how to adl, aa 
we were, ignorant whether thefe people 
were Ofnakis^ or thofe barbarians oiA 
favages had defcribed. Notwithftand- 
ing, in this uncertainty we thought it 
necefTary to a<5l with prudence, and 
therefore began to row with our utmofi: 
ftrength ; — but whether the favages had 
perceived us, or had changed their firft 
defign, inftcad of continuing their route, 
they began turning to our fide, coafting 
along ftxore, and advancing towards the 
part of the ifland where we dwelt. 

We haftened to gain the gulf in which 
the peninfula was fituated, and landing 
not far from the iflhmus, retired in the 
greateft precipitation to our fettlement. 
In order to be ready in cafe of the 

G 3, worftd 
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worft, we prepared all our artillery. — ■ 
Philips polled himfcif with two of the 
favages behind the firft entrenchment, I 
mounted with the other on the rocks, 
wher.e we concealed ourfelves behind the 
blinds which we had eredted to conceal 
the cannon. 

Near two hours elapfed without our 
feeing the canoes 1 1 therefore concluded 
that the favages had landed in thi eaft- 
ivard part of the iflahd. With this idea 
I defcehded from the rock, ordering one 
of the Ofnakis to go f>rivately through 
the wood, and endeavour .to difcover 
where they had touched^ and of what 
nation they were. Our Ofnakis had not 
been gone more than half an hour, when 
we faw him return running with the 
3 utmoft 
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utmoft fpeed, three favages being in 
purfuit of him. 

At this light the elder of our men, 
who ftood by my fide, gave a cry of 
alarm, and trembling, informed me 
that the ftrangers were Ourouifks, and 
th^t we Ihould inevitably fall vidims to 
their ferocious barbarity. Thefe words 
of the old favage caufed me fome emo* 
tion ; but the deliverance of our Ofnakis 
banishing every other idea, Philips and 
myfelf rulhcd out of our entrenchment 
to his rftfcue. The three Ourouilks on 
our appiearance flopped, gazing on us 
with aftonilhnrttent ; bur poor favage at 
the fame moment p^ftsg by us with the 
rapidity of lightning, in fo great an 
nUrm that he did not evea fee us, and 

G 4 gaining 
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gaining the fettlemcnt, he ruftied into 
the interior for fafety. 

The Ourouiiks were not more than a 
hundred paces from us. We might 
eafily have (hot them^ but wilhed to 
avoid giving an infult; and was any 
ofTcred, to make them the aggreflbrs :— 
we therefore ilood (lill^ but ready to 
fire ihould they attack us. 

After appearing for fomc time irrcfo- 
lute^ the three favages turned about and 
departed the way they came. We were 
glad they had taken this ftep, as wc 
were refolved, if poffible, not to injure 
them, and immediately regained the 
peninfula, where we found our Ofnakis 
fquatted behind the fecond entrench* 
inentj^ and more dead than alive with 

fcan 
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fear. We endeavoured to re-aflurc 
them^ faying, we would defend them 
while we had life, and that we pofleffed 
means to prevent the enemies entering, 
the peninfula^ were they bold enough 
to attempt it. — I then alked them if they 
thought the Ourouilks would attack us. 
— '* Do not doubt it,*' replied one of 
them ; *' as well as their being our mod 
inveterate enemies, and attacking us 
whenever they find it poflible, they are 
the declared, foes of all that are not of 
their own nation. Their greateft plea- 
ftire is fliedding blood. They have dif- 
covered. the fettlement ; — and their ar- 
dor for pillage, joined to their natural 
ferocity, will not fuffer them to let this, 
opportunity efcape.*' 

G 5 I alfa. 



v. > 




130 THE FRENCH 

I alfo afkcd the young favag^ how m 
h^d been difcovered by the Ourouifks. 
He replied, that having ftolc privately 
through the wood for the fpace of a 
league, he perceived the favages pre- 
paring their food, and was no fooner 
convinced that they were the enemies of 
his nation, than he determined to return; 
when four Ourouilks, who were prowl- 
ing in the wood, met him, and no 
fooner difcovered him for an Ofnakis, 
than three immediately purfued him ; — 
the fourth returning to his companions, 
dpubtlefs, to inform them of what they 
had feen. The young favage added, that 
the number of Ourouifks were about a 
hundred and fifty wdrriors. 

Although this number was very con- 
fiderable in comparifon to ours, yet we 

were 
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were fo ftrongly fortified, and- poflefled 
fiich excellent means of defence, that 
Philips and myfelf thought ourfelves 
powerful enough to withftand them. — 
The Ourouilks were only armed with 
clubs, bows, and arrows ; and fuch 
weapons were but a poor defence againfl: 
our fabres and mulketry, or particularly 
againft our cannon, which were pre- 
pared to receive them. We had no 
doubt but the laft-mentioned wdu-ld 
completely terrify and put them to flight 
on the firft attack. 

What our favages had predided ac- 
cordingly arrived ; — for an hour had 
hardly elapfed when we difcovered the 
Ourouifks advancing between the wood 
and the fhore, to the number of a hun- 
dred and thirty: the remainder being, 

G 6 doubtlefs. 
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doubtlefs, left to guard their canoes. — 
Arrived in front of the ifthmus, they 
flopped Ihort, and appeared deliberating 
for fpme time, feveral among them climb- 
ing on a hillock, from whence they 
could difcover the interior of the penin- 
fula. They however prefcntly defcended> 
dou briefs, in order to communicate to 
their companions what they faw. 

During this time myfelf and friends 
remained concealed behind our fortifi- 
cations, and ready to receive them„ 
Ihould they approach nearer. Though 
our Ofnakis were not endowed with 
great courage, yet our example, or more 
particularly the knowledge of their 
danger, made them furmount their fears„ 
3.nd behave with tolerable fortitude. 

The 
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The Ourouilks having difcovered no 
one in the habitation^ doubtlefs thought 
it abandoned^ and advanced towards the 
ifthmus without order, prepared to force 
the obflacles that oppofed their paflage. 
We let thctn proceed^ in order to do 
the more execution^ and feveral had 
reached the foot of the outward en- 
trenchment^ when I thought it time to 
let them know whom they had to do 
with^ and giving the appointed fignal, 
twelve cannon, loaded with pieces of 
iron and other metal, at once vomited 
death and fire among them^ 

It would be impoffible for me to 
defcribe the furprize of the favages at 
this unexpe(5led reception: — they re- 
mained fome time motionlefs, then 
looked cautioufly about to difcover from 

whencw 
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whence this dreadful blow could arifc, 
forty of their nutiiber being flain or 

wounded, 

* 

We profited by the diforder into which 

fchis firft falute had thrown them, giving 

them a fecorid difcharge, which alfa 

killed a great number. Thofe that re- 

hlained unhurt did not wait for a third, 

taking to flight with the utmoft precipi- 
tation, howling in a fearful manner. 

After remaining foine time behind 
our entrenchments, without difcovering 
a fingle enemy, we judged that they had 
gained their canoes and departed, and 
therefore arming ourfelves, repaired to 
the field of battle. The iearth was 
ftrewed with bodies : we counted feventy- 
two. Several of the Ourouiflcs that were 

not 
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hot quite deaid our favages end^d with 
fabrics: — two among them Were but 
flightly wounded, we therefore refolved 
to fhew them mercy. We conduced 
them to our fettlement, arid drefled their 
wounds ; for as well as their being uft- 
ful in our labours, t thought that fhould 
their countrymen return in greater num- 
bers to revenge the death of their fel- 
lows, we might ufe our prifoners as 
mediators between us. In confequenct 
of this idea, we took the utmoft care of 
them ; arid when their wounds were 
healed, treated them with a tendernefs 
^nd humanity they had no right to 
cxped. 

Our Ofnakis did not approve this 
conduft, faying, that the harfti and fe- 
rocious difppfition of the Ourouilks was 

incapable 



136 THE FRENCH 

incapable of gratitude ; — ^that their fouLs 
delighted ia vengeance, and took, a 
cruel pleafure in doings injury to- their 
fellow-creatures ; — that we Ihould never 
gain their afFedion, but that on the firft 
opportunity they would efcape, or other- 
wife feek an occafion to furprizc and 
murder us* 

I would not believe that human na- 
ture was fo greatly depraved, or that a 
human form could be infcnfible to gra- 
titude ; we therefore kept to our projeA 
of mercy,, at the fame time neglecting 
nothing that prudence didlated for our 
own fecurity. We erected a cabin for 
the Ourouifks near our habitation, kept 
them in light during the day, and. at 
night fhut them up, taking particular 
care not to let them difcover the fecret 

of 
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•f our fire arms. — In ftiort, wc behaved 
to them with more circumfpeAion than 
we had formerly done with our Ofnakis. 

Thefe precautions were not ufelefs, 
as will foon be feen : — for notwithftand- 
ing all our efforts to gain the affedion 
of the two Ourouilks, we could not 
fucceed. Their ferocious and fanguinary 
difpofltions were (Irongly imprinted on 
their features. They regarded us with 
a gloomy fuUennefs, which indicated, 

# 

that far from being moved by our gentle 
treatment, they would willingly have 
maflacred us to have gained their liberty. 

Although the manner in which we 
had received the Ourouifks might give 
us reafon to furmife they would venture 
%o trouble us no more^^ yet we were far 

from 
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from being cafy on that fubjed:, refolv- 
ing, in conftqiicnce, to haftefi our de- 
. parture, hbouring conftantly to finifh 
the equipment of our veflel. We en- 
deavoured to make our two prifoners 
aflift, but accuffortied to a life of idlenefs, 
and incapable of the lead difcipline, 
they Ihewed their repugnance both 
by their looks tnd behaviour^ and at 
lengtH abfolutely refufed to ftirj threats 
having aft little tfftO: on them is gddd 
treatment. 



Finding we could do nothing with 
them, our Ofhakis propofed to niake 

away with them ; but we could not 
confent to Ihed human blood without 
the utmoft neceflity ; artd as our intereft 
forbid our fetting them at liberty, we 

Adopted a middle path, which was to 

chaia 
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chain them in thpir hut, leaving the 
chain long enough for them to walk 
about their dwelling: thus abandoning 
them to their evil genius, one of our 
Ofnakis carrying them food morning 
and evening* 



CHAP. VII. 
A vixatidus ejcape.^^lts etm/equences^ 

jrL Length of time etapfed wkhout 
%ny thing difturbing our occupations 1 
but we no longer dared make excurfionS 
in the ifland, for fear of being furprized 
by the Ourouilks, or that they Ihouid 
fall on our dwelling in our abfence, and 
deftroy it. When we were at work on 
our vcflcl, or in our fettlement, we 

always 
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always took care to place one of our 
Ofnakis on the mountains to watch : 
X at night one of us ever keeping guard 
behind the fecond- entrenchment, and 
placing Sultan on the outfide, that hi« 
barking might give us notice (hould any 
one approach. — An unforcfeen accident 
alfo augmented our fears. 

One morning that our Ofnakis went 
to carry the prifoncrs their ufual pittance^ 
he returned in the grcatcft confternation, 
informing us that the two Ourouilks 
had difappeared. Surprized and alarm- 
ed. Philips and myfelf ran to their hut, 
where we faw their chains upon the 
ground, the prifoners having found the 
means of fetting themfelves free, by 
yubbing their irons together with inde- 
fatigabk labour, until they wore them 

afunder^ 
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afondcr, flying during the night, though 
wc could not devife how they could get 
out of the peninfula. It could not be 
by fcaling the entrenchment, they would 
there have been difcovered by the 
Ofnakis, who kept watch, nor would 
Sultan have failed to have given us no- 
tice by his barking. We therefore 
judged they muft have climbed the 
rocks, precipitated themfelvcs into the 
fea, and fwam to the (hore neighbouring 
to the peninfula. 

We were fcafoning on what confe- 
quences this flight might bring on us, 
when the elder of the Ofnakis came to 
tell us that the boat, which was moored 
in the creek clofe to our veffel, was 
gone. We no longer doubted but that 
the Ourouilks had feized it with an 

intention 
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intention of gaining their own country. 
This circumftance was the more alarm- 
ing, as we had every reafon to think 
that the fugitives would inftrudl their 
countrymen of our fmall number and 
fituation, which information would not 
fail to deftroy the terror and impreflioa 
that our artillery had made on their 
minds, and perhaps determine them to 
come with fufficient force to revenge 
the captivity and death of their bre- 
thren. 

As we coiild not refolve to depart till 
after our harveft, nor could our prepa- 
rations be made in the fpace of time we 
judged neceflary before the Ourouifks 
might repair to our ifland, we took every 
meafure for a vigorous defence in cafe 
they fhould attack us, adding to our 

former 
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former fortifications by undermining the 
whole length of the ifthmus, v^hich ex- 
tended to the firft entrenchment ; alfo 
preparing a large number of granados^ 
which we had faved from on board the 
Ihip. 

All thus prepared, we recommenced 
the equipment of our veffel, and were 
employed in tranfporting our different 
eScds, then propofing to depart in 
eight days ; when towards five o'clock 
one evening our Ofnakis, . who kept 
watch, gave the alarm. Philips and 
myfelf immediately climbed the rock, 
from whence we difcovered a canoe full 
of favages, who had juft doubled the 
eaftern point, and were entering the 
gulf. We were for fome moments 
making different conjedures on this 

appearance. 
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appearance. — Were thefe favages Ou- 
rouilks, or were they of any other 
nation ? This laft opinion feemed the 
mod probable, as the former would 
hardly have ventured in fuch a fmall 
number to a fpot where they had been 
fo warmly received. The canoe, how- 
ever, kept advancing along Ihore, and 
was foon within gun-lhot of the penin- 
fula, when fuddenly one of our Ofnakis 
gave a fhout of joy, faying they were 
his countrymen, — the others foon con- 
firming the aflertion. 

I alked the elder what he thought 

could induce thefe Ofnakis to vifit a part 

of the ifland which, by his account, 

they were not accuftomed to frequent. 

He replied, that he could not devife the 

reafon, but that, doubtlefs, fome very 

extraordinary 
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extraordinary event, as they appeared to. 

ufe their utmoft diligence. — *^ I am much^ 
miftaken,*' continued he, ** or my coun^ 
trymen are purfued by the Ourouiflcs/' 

It immediately ftruck me that it would 

be very advantageous for th'efe favagcs 
to remain among us, if in effedl the 
Ourouifks Ihould endeavour any thing 
againft us ; I therefore told our Ofnakis- 
to call to their countrymen, and engage 
them to land and join us, afluring them 
they would be in perfecS: fafety. They' 
obeyed, and at the moment the canoe- 
doubled* the peninfula, began hallooing- ^ 

_ r 

with all their might. The favageir'* 
flopped their rowing, and appeared in - 
the greateft aftonifhment ; but having 
recDgnifed their countrymen, they gave ^ 
repeated fhouts of joy. 

Vol. IV. H Our 



t^ THE FRENCH 

Our old Ofnakis having informed 
tliem in few words of all it was necef- 
fary for them to know, had no trouble 
to perfuade them to land in the penin- 
fula. Our Ofnakis ran to meet them, 
leading them to us. They were twelve 
in number, all young. Our old favagc 
held a youth by the hand, which he in- 
formed us was his fon, and one of the 
younger Ofnakis had met with a brother 
among the ftrangers. — We were witnefs 
tp the tranfports thefe meetings occa- 
fioned, and which were the more lively 
as the voice of blood and the rights of 
nature yet preferved their full force in 
their hearts- . 



« ) 



When our favages had informed their 
countrymen what obligations they had 
to us, the latter teftified their gratitude 

with 
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with an cxprcflion of candour and fenfi- 
bility, that proved that gentlenefs and 
goodnefs of heart charaderifed thcfc 
peopIe.^Their joy was however mode- 
rated by a fentiment of inquietude and 
fear. They informed our Ofnakis, that 
they came out in their canoe to filh, but 
that the wind rifing had drove them to- 
wards the eaft part of the ifland, where 
they had relied for a day ; after which 
they had re-imbarked, but had hardly 
reached a league from fhore before they 
difcovered above a hundred canoes ad- 
vancing towards the ifland, all of whon^ 
they perceived to be filled with the fero- 
cious Ourouiflcs J that they were necefli- 
tated to have recourfe to immediate 
flight, making the beft of their way back 
to the ifland to conceal themfelves-firotfi - 
their enemies, who at the very ipoQient ' 

H 2 'sthejr 
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thyy doubled the point of the gulf, had 
drawn n^^r th^ fho.re, a$ though they 
defigned to jandt 

Thi$ relation /qfEciently explained to 
us the d^fign of th^ Ourouilks. The 
reinforcement we had ; received by the 
arrival of the twelve ftrangers, aug- 
n>ented our little army to feventcen; 
with that number^ and our formidable 
artillery, we had eyery reafon to fuppofe 
that we might again put our enemies to 
flight, though their numbers fhquld even 
be more confiderable than before. — 
Notwithftanding, Philips and myfelf 
deliberated whether it was not better to 
avoid a combat, the fuccefs of which 
was uncertain. Our veffel was ready to 
6il, and in an hpur we could eafily put 
on board ,what provilion was needful. 

We 
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We were 6n the point of adhering'tb 
this refolution, when the Ofnakis who 
kept watch canie to infbi'mUs that the 
Ourouilks wei'e in fight ; we w^efe tlhefe- 
fore neceflitatcd to abandon our proj^edl, 
drtd think of defending ourfelvcs. The 
•ftriafngers could not itnagiric how W^e 
could pretend 'to mafke Hekd kgaiilft ?Rc 
numbers that meant to alTail us 1 'the^ 
«ven aj^poared inclined to Icitp inib t'Kti^r 
canoe, and fly for fafcty i~feut thefr 
countrymen in fome mcafure calmed 
their fears, ty informfft^ xhQn Sf 'the 

■ 

fucccfs wc had already hiad ^Inft th* 
Gurouilks, relating to then*! the effed 
of Out fire arrtis. 

We were no fooner aflared of the 
afliftance of the twelve Ofnakis, thaix 
ivc armed and taught them the ufe of 

H 3 . th^ 
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the fabre and piftol, placing them with 
us behind our entrenchment, and poll- 
ing two of our former companions on 
board the veflel, with a third on the 
rocks, that in.cafe the enemies attempted 
to attack us by fea, the fire of our ar- 
tillery might prevent their approach; 
we had alfo formed a kind of fpear long 
enough to pufh back the befiegers, 
ihould they reach our wall and endea- 
vour to fcale it. 



The Ourouilks advanced in filencc 
along the ikirts of the wood. They 
wefe divided into four companies of 
three hundred men, each being led by 
a chief, a general commander walking 
at the head of the whole, who was alfo 
diftinguiftiable hy his fupe^ior height. 
Our Ofnakis -immediately recognifed 

him 
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him for the fon of the great chief of the 
Ourouilks* nation. They informed mc, 
that this favage poflrcflcd amazing 
flrength ; — that he was ever fuccefsful 
in combat, and even furpaflcd his coun* 
trymen in ferocity and barbarity. 

Our enemies were no fboner arrived 
in front of the ifthmus, than I ordered 
a general fire, and was inftantly obeyed^ 
our artillery making a horrible devafta* 
tion. Though this firft difcharge had 
killed a prodigious number, the fuiw 
vivors did not appear alarmed, but cbit* 
tinued advancing toward our entrench- 
ments^ ipaking the moft fearful din.-— 
During this time we frelh charged our 
cannon, and gave them a fecond falute^ 
which was yet more murderous than the 
firft, the land they attempted to paft 

H 4 being 
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^being very narrow^ and their ranks 

m 

j;)^kly wedge^ together. 

;. . jTjie .death of fo many of their com- 
.|aiut)ns. did not in the lead diminiih 
their ardour, but animated by the pre- 
fence of their chief, and braving in their 
-fury death and .danger, they ruftied for- 
-vy^rd to the foot of the firft fofle, and 
.began pulling down the chevaux dc 
4ri2i«. I then thought it time to blow 
hip my mine, and .accordingly put a 
Jj^tcd match on the train of powder 
^^ivfeioh led to it. The explofion wsrs 
J|ij0^Frible> fnore than a hundred favages 
Jjeing blown to pieces, and their limbs 
,^v£i) thrown fo far as into the fettle- 
ment. I however was not quick enough 

« * 

jto prevent about fixty Ourouifks paffing 
the ditcb and ^gaining the foot of the 

fecond 
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fecond entrehchmienr, behiiid whicti we 
were polled. Of this nurilb^r wis th6 
chief and our two prifon^rs who hidt 
efcaped. Thefe furious wretches^ fet 

froih being ihtihaidated ^t the explbiioa 
behind them, threw thetnftlves into fHi 
foflc, and mounting on each others 
Ihoulders, attempted to fcale the walK 

Wc had now Occ^fion to exert ouf 
utmofl: courage.— We exhorted the 
Ofnakis to fecond us^ and appearing 
above the fortification, attacked our 
enemies with piflols and fpears. The 
Ourouiiks, who doubtkfs expedted, froni 
the account of our prifoners, but five 
men, appeared aftonifhed at our number, 
^but did not in the leaft relinquilh iii ' 
their attack ; feveral of them even 
leached tlic height of the entrenchmentj> 

H 5 among 
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among the foremoft of which was the 
chief, who, though woundecj by a fpear, 
gained the top, from whence he threw 
himfelf into the interior, accompanied 
by two favages, one of our former pri- 
foners and another. 



Our danger was now imminent ; — the 
fight of the terrible farage had almoft 
petrified our Ofnakis, who appeared 
ready to abandon the defence of the 
wall, and take to flight, I exhorted 
them to be firm, and prevent a greater 
number from pafling the entrenchment,, 
while VtC endeavoured to rid ourfelves of 
the three Ourouilks. — In effedl. Philips 
and myfelf advanced towards thefe 
favages, the chief of whom imme- 
diately rufhed upon me, raifing his arm 
to ftrikc me with a long wooden -fabrc,, 

whicb 
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which was his only weapon ; brft I pre- 
vented the blow, by laying him breath- 
lefs at my feet by a piftol-fhot. I in- 
ItintJy flew to the affiftance of Phih'ps, 
who was defending himfelf againfl the 
other two, whom, however, we foon 
laid by their leader. 

This bufinefs fettled, we haftened to 
join our Ofnakis, for the Ourouilks fee* 
ing that their chief had gained the en- 
clofure, were making the mod vigorous 
attempts to pafs the wall, and mull 
without doubt have fucceeded, had I 
not fortunately thought of a means to 
difliearten them. — I cut oflf the head 
of the chief, and threw it among them; ' 
at the light of which they gave the 
moft lamentable cric^, and immediately 
took to flight, we giving them a general 

H 6 difchargc 
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difcharge of our artillery in their retreat^ 
which deftroyed a great number. 

Wc had hardly taken time to breathe, 
vhen wc heard the noifc of our fhip's 
cannon. I immediately haftened thi- 
ther with eight Ofnalys, leaving Philips 
to guard the entrenchment with the 
remainder. On my arrival, I faw four- 
teen canoes filled with Ouroui&s, who 
after having doubled the point of the 
gulf, had advanced with a defign to 
invcftigate the peninfula. The two 
Ofnakis, whom we had left to guard the 
veffel, had no fooner perceived them, 
than they had given them a broadfide, 
which though it had greatly difabled 
four of their canoes, did not prevent 
them from purfuing their intention : we 
therefore attacked them afrefh with our 
V artillery. 
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artilleiy, and that with fuch fuccels^ 
that five canoes were funk, and four 
rendered incapable to keep on their way^ 
Notwithftanding, we could not prevent 
thofe that remained from approaching 
near enough to the coail, fo as to render 
our cannon ufe^efs againfl: them; the 

Ourouifks taking advantage of the low 

« 

tide, which left the foot of the rocks 
dry, difembarked, inftantly climbed 
them, about fifty foon reaching the 
height, 

Happy was it for us that the enemy 
had not fooner attacked us by fea, for 
had they at the time we were employed 
in defending our entrenchments, they 
. muft inevitably have fucceededj — for 
aifailed both by fea and land, all our 

efforts would have been fruitlefs* The 

fight 
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light of the favages, however, gave itic 
great uneafinefs. I left our veflcl in 
hafte, accompanied with the tvvo Ofna- 
kisj in order to join Philips in the de- 
fence of our fettlement. In our way, 
the Ourouilks (hot fome arrows after us, 
and wounded one of the Ofnakis, which 
we repaid by a difcharge of our muf- 
ketry, and killed feverak 

Thofe that remained, without being 
difmayed at the terrible efFedl of our 
arms, defcendcd the rocks and rulhed 
forward to attack us in our fettlement 
with unequalled fury, fome of them 
even attempting to enter through the 
windows, but fell vicflims to their teme- 
rity. Ten among them at length forced 
our principal door, but as we expecfted 
that ftep, we were prepared, giving 

them 
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them a general difchargc of our guns, 
falling on thofe that efcaped with our 
fabres, by which means we foon cleared 
our dwelling. As a fmall number now 
only remained, we inftantly purfued, 
and rendered them incapable of doing 
us further injury. 

After this frefli vic5tory wc repofed 
ourfelves for fome fhort time, being 
overcome with fatigue, and our faces 
covered with fweat and gunpowder, fo 
that our features were fcarcely diftin- 
guiihable. We had .no one killed in 
this horrible conteft, a happinefs which 
we owed to the precaution of arming 
purfelves with helmets and cuiraffes that 
we had preferved from the wreck of the 
veflel. One Ofnakis, as I before mea- 
tioned, had received a wound ^ it was in 

his 
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his thigh, but fpeedily healed by our 
cares. 

In order to teftify to our honeft 
iavages how iiiuch we were fatisfied with 
their condudt, we diftributed a con- 
fiderable quantity of provifion among 
them, alfo adding feveral bottles of 
wine. This h'qubr appeared equally 
agreeable to the tafte of the ftrangers, 
as to our firft vifitors ; and had we been 
inclined to humour their inclination, I 
have no doubt but they would have 
emptied our cellar, which was no longer 
plentifully fupplied. 

After taking fome refrefhment, wc 

determined to examine the environs of 

the peninfula, in order to difcover 

whether the enemies that had efcaped 

6 the- 
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the general carnage had not concealed 
themfelves to renew the attack. Wc 
accordingly went out well armed, biit 
on reaching the ifthmw, were obliged 
to clear oiirfelves a paflage through the 
heaps of dead, which covered a fpacc 
of two hundred feet in length, ahd 
fifty in width. Our favages finifhed the 
Ourouiifcs who had yet life rennaining ; 
Philips and myfelf renwirking, that 
notwithilanding they were naturally 
gentle, they expi'effed no coinpaflidh 
for their enemies, who having loft a lejj 
or arm entreated their mercy, fo greatly 
bad that national hatred which rifes 
among men hardened their heafts, and 
overcome their real difpofitions. Accord- 
ing to our calculation, near nine hundred 
Ourouifks had fallen this day. As their 

original number was about twelve hun^ 

dred 
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dred, wc furmifed that three hundred 
had efcaped ; but this computation was 
without reckoning thofe that periftied in 
the canoes from our fhip's cannon. 

After having examined the environs 
of the peninfula, without difcovering a 
lingle Ourouilk, we returned to our 
fettlement, judging that the remainder 
had re-embarked. As we intended to 
depart fpeedily, we did not embarrafs 
ourfelves about the Ourouifks^ who 
would doubtlefs haften ta their country- 
men with the news of this laft defeat, 
being certain that if they undertook 
a new expedition againft us, we fhould 
have left the ifland before their arrival. 

The next day we began carrying our 
cfFeds on board^^ confiding of our war- 

* Ukc 



like ftores and provifions^ alfo fevcral 
other ufefulobjedls as different kinds of 
merchandife which we had found in the 
wrecked veifeL The reader may eafily 
furmife our block of gold was not for- 
gotten. Philips and me now applauded 
our/elves on having made fo fortunate a 
difcovery, thaugh at firft it had appeared . 
of fo little confequence. — " If we hive 
the happinefs to arrive fafe to Europe/* 
faid we to each other, " thefe riches will 
affure us a competency, and enable us to 
live eafy and independent in the bofoni 
of tranquillity; procuring us alfo the 
heartfelt fatisfadion of being ferviceablc^ 
to our fellow-creatures. 

We colleded in our cellar all the 
effedls that we could not carry away, 
that in cafe any as unfortunate as our- 

• felves 



16-4 THE FRENCH 

fclves fhould be thrown on the ifland, 
they might find what would fo materially 
affift them in procuring a comfortable 
fubfiflencc. 
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CHAP. vm. 

Bepi^turt.'^Fre/b encounter with the 

Jhvages. 

X HE day following wc cut our corn, 
which was ripe, and made our remains 
of flour into bread ; — alfo killing a great 
part of our flock, and falting the flelh. 
On the mdrrow all this was put on 
ioard our veflel, fo that oh the third 
day after our combat with the Ourou- 
ilks, every thing was ready for our de- 
parture 
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parture^ and. on. the fourth we fet fail 
with. a favQuxablc vvindi 

Though the moft ardent of our wifhes ■ 
had been ro quit this folitude,^ whejre wc 
had now lived Jthrep years, yet -wc could - 
not leave it without an emotion of for- 
row. Cuftom has fuch power over man, 
that he frequently feels pain on leaving 
a fpot which was far from being agree- 
able to him ; every altcrafeign gives him 
fome degree of grief, and he is equally , 
the flave of habit as prejudice. — -rr.. 
"Alas!" faid I, to Philips, '^ perhaps.. 
it is a misfortune fgr us to quit this afy- , 
lujp, where, our days were fo fecurely : . 
Iheltered from the fhafts of hatred and ■• 
calumny. We are now endeavouring to , 
enter into the whirlpool which is ever 
bewildering the underftanding of man, 

and 
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and where he is frequently more miferabic 
than if he dwelt in a defert, fecluded 
from his fellows. — What fate may yet be 

referved for us ?" ^* Banifti fuch 

gloomy ideas/', replied Philips; " wc 
are returning to Europe, to fee our na- 
tive land,— our fellow citizens ; to once 
more enjoy the pleafures of fociety:— 
can we fail being happy?'* 

Philips had* only fecn the world on 
the faired fide; until his unfortunate 
Ihipwreck, his path through life had 
been ftrewed with flowers, having never 
experienced any of thofe difagreeable 
events which' are the effedls of our natu- 
ral depravity or focial inftitutions. The 
favourable idea he pofleflcd of mankind 
did credit to his own heart, as it repre- 
fented them all as virtuous as himfelf. 

I did 
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I did not feek to banifh fo agreeable 
an illufion ; — age and experience toa 
foon deftroy the flattering and brilliant 
pictures which are formed by the mind 
of man in uncorrupted youth, who after 
having reprefented to himfelf the world 
as he wifhes it, or as it ought to be, 
finds it, alas, as it really is. — I therefore 
only replied to Philips, that the vicifli'- 
tudes that I had undergone had rcn-m 
dcred me fufpicious, and made me ever 
in fear of frefh evils. — That, doubtlefs^ 
I agreed with him that we had more 
reafon to rejoice than grieve, fince we 
were returning to fociety for which man 
was made. — *^ It is even,'* added I, ''a 
crime to wifh to live alone, and fecluded 
from our fellow-creatures, particularly 
if God has placed us on the earth to 
fulfil the duties of a father, brother, 

friend, 
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f^endj . and citizen ; or, above all, to 
ftjisfy the firft defiga of nature in the 
produdion of our likenefles. Let us 
fly thcni.my dear Philips, to thofe he-, 
loved countries that have fo many claims 
onour forvices ;-Trto thofe tender friends . 
who bewail our ahfcnce. , Let us fcrupu- 
loufly. fulfil all the. obligations we owe 
tO:Ourfclves and our brethren. Let us 
make a noble ufe of the riches which 
chance hail procured us. And if, after 
all, we are unhappy, we fhall at leaft 
enjoy the conlblation of having deferved 
a better fate.*' 



During this converfation our bark was 
making way from, the ifland. Aftei: 
having for forae time coafted along 
the eaft fhore, we gained the open fea, 
diredting. our.courfe towards the fouth* 
. cafl-. 
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fcaft, d^figning to repair to the ifland 

of the Ofnakis. We had not made 

above half our way, when we difco- 
vered ten or twelve canoes coming 
diredtly towards lis. We did not think 
it proper to avoid them, therefore con- 
tinued our route. When wifhin the 
diftance of two muflcet-fliot, we per- 
ceived them to be full of Ourouilks, 
who flopped and gazed with aftonifh- 
ment on our veflel, doubtlefs, at its 
lize, and to fee it fail without the aflift- 
tnce of oars. 



1 
I 



We advanced, in order ta pafs them, 
when the canoes that were in the middle 
polled themfelves diredly in ourpaflage, 
while thofe on the fides fell to the right 
and left, endeavouring to furround us. 
We found that wc Ihould be again under 

Vol. IV. I the 
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the difagreeablc neceflity of fighting with 
thefe ferocious wretches, and before they 
could complete their proje<5l, gave them 
a fair broadfide, which took fuch good 
efFed:, that two canoes were funk, and 
fome balls which flew threw the others, 
wounded and killed feveral of the 
Ourouilks. 

The favages, from this reception 
having no doubt but we were the men 
who had fo completely vanquifhed their 
countrymen, ceafcd to advance upon us, 
but rowing with their utmoft adlivity, 
fled from us with fpeed. The two ca- 
noes who had endeavoured to flop our 
paflage being too near to attempt 
an efcape, tried to boarid ^is, one of 
them ftriking againft our prow with fo 
much violence^ that the canoe irnme^ 

diatel/ 



diately funk^ all the favages falling into 
the fea ; — the other made fhift to grapple 
itfelf to our ftern, fixteen Ourouifks 
who were in it inftantly endeavouring to 
leap on our deck. We ran, accompa-i 
nicd with our Ofnakis, and by the dint 
of fpears and guns killed them all, as 
well as thofe who had fallen into the {^ 
by the. finking of the canoe, whom w:c 
Ihot as they were fwimming to gain the 
reft. 

We Tiad hardly got rid of tbefe ene- 
mies, when we difcovered at a diftance 
a prodigious number of canoes, to which 

thofc that had efcaped us appeared 
haftening with their utmoft fpeed. We 
had no longer any doubt but that the 
Ourouifks had alTembled their utmoft 
force to make a third defcent in our 

I 2 ifland. 
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' ifland, and that the canoes we had already 
met were the advanced guard. 

Philips and myfelf now congratulated 
each other on the diligence we had ufed 
in quitting the ifland, for it would have 
been impoflible for us to have withftood 
near five thoufand Ourouiflcs ; for at that 
number we computed them, from the 
appearance of the* canoes. 

We did not think fit to engage in a 
* fecond conteft, the ilfue of which might 
have been fatal to us, fo great was the 
fuperiority of the enemy. We there- 
fore determined on flight, and while the 
canoes were advancing towards us, 
diredled our courfe to the fouth, fetting 
all our fails. The Ourouifks feeing our 
flight. Immediately purfucd us, but our 

velTcI 
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veflel failed thrice as fwift as their ca- 
noes, and we foon loft fight of them. 

Some hours after^ we reached the 
ifland of the Ofnakis, our favages di- 
re(fting us into an extenfivc gulf, at the 
end of which a confiderable number of 
canoes were fattened . At fight of our 
veflel a multitude of Ofnakis ran to the 
fhore, appearing aftonilhed at fo un- 
common a fpecflaclCj, but no fooner dif- 
covered their countrymen on the deck, 
than giving repeated cries of joy, they' 
flew to the part of the coaft wherfe we 
were preparing to land- 

As foon as we had caft anchor, our 
Ofnakis went on Ihore ; and after having 
for fome minutes given way to the plea- 
fure which a meeting with their relations^ 

I 3 and 
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and friends occafioned, they informed 
them of our engagement with the Ou- 
rouiflcs, and their fear that they would 
purfue us to the ifland. On this in-- 
formation the Ofnakis ran to fetch their 
arms> and to inform thofe that were as 
yet ignorant of what had pafled, of the 
expeded attack $ fo that in a ihort time 
near three thoufand favages were aflem* 
bled on the fhore. 



Our conjedures were but too well 
founded ; for in about three hours after 
our arrival in the gulf, we difcovered 
the naval army of the Ourouilks. The 
Ofnakis immediately threw themfelves 
into their canoes, and began their pre- 
parations for the combat, — Philips and 
myfelf difpofing every thing in order 
to fecond them. We took fifty Ofnakis 

on 
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on board our veffel^ arming them with 
fabres, guns, and fpears, diftributing 
the remainder of our weapons on board 
the different canoes, inftrucSing the 
fayages how to ufc them. We next 
placed ourfelvcs in the center of the 
(;anoe3| and advanced in order of battle 
to the middle of the gulf» 

Notwithftanding, the Ourouiflcs con*, 
t/nued. rowing toward us, and were fooi^ 
within two mulk^et-lhot, but flopped on 
feeing us fo ready to receive them.— 
Their army was divided into four lines 
of canoes, of about a Hundred each, in 
the fijft of ^hich I perceived a canoe, 
larger than the reft, that one of our 
favages informed me belonged to the 
great chief of the Ourouilks, who was 
\cry much in years ; no lefs a motive 

I 4 than 
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than revenging the death of his fon be- 
ing neceflary to determine him to head 
the troops in this expedition. 

Although the Ourouiflcs were far fu- 
periour to the Ofnakis in number, yet 
by the afliftance of our guns we had no 
fear of vanquifhing them, did they but 
fupport us with fpirit; but I much 
douLted their courage, — ^their counte- 
nances plainly fhewing a dread of fuch 
numerous and ferocious enemies. 

The Ourouifks remained near half an 
Hour without any effort towards an at- 
tack, that made me conclude, the man- 
ner in' which we had received their 
advanced guard, had, in fome meafure 
cooled their ardour. Philips and my- 
felf therefore refolved to begin, in order 

to 
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to fliew the Ofnakis how powerfully we 
could aflift them, which we had no doubt 
would be a ftrong motive of encouragfe- 
ment. We then left the line, and ad- 
vancing towards the entrance of the 
gulf, gave the enemy two broadfides. — 
At the fight of the deftrudlion which 
this difcharge made among the Ourou- 
ifks, the Ofnakis gave repeated excla- 
mations of joy, haftening to join us,. 
and fhowering their arrows among the 
enemy.. 

The Ourouilks were not backward fit 
returning this falutation, but advanced 
towards their opponents, the combat 
foon raging with the utmoft fury between 
them. We now threw ourfelves among 
the canoes, keeping up a conftant firing 
wkh our great guns, and muflcctry, fa 

I 5 that 
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that in a fhort time we funk thirty of 
the enemy's canoes. 

The Ourouiiks, inftead of attacking 
our veflel as I had expeded, avoided it 
as much as poflible ; for we no fooner 
approached than their lines divided, and 
they rowed off for fafety. I therefore 
conjedured, that depending on their 
fuperiority over the Ofnakis, they in- 
tended firft vanquifhing them, and then 
uniting their, forces, to attack us. But 
the Ofnakis fought with uncommon 
ardour, and made a firm Hand againft 
their enemies. 

The battle lafted near an hour with' 
rqual advantage on both fides, the fupe- 
riority and courage, or rather ferocious 
rage of the Ourouiflks, being countcr- 

balance4 
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balanced by the fire of our guns, which 
we direded wherever we faw the Ofnakis 
likely to be overpowered; the ravage 
we thus caufed foon changing the face of 
the combat. At length the Ourouifks, 
finding ail their efforts ufelefs, andl 
feveral of their canoes deftroyed, on a 
fudden changed their plan> about fifty 
of their canoes getting between . us and 

the Ofnakis, and while one part of their 
flrength was direded againft our allies^ 

thefe preventing them from joining us j 
the other part attempted to furround iis« 
approaching fo fuddenly that we had 
not time to fire our cannon. 

The fayages that were in the canoes 
now bega^ attacking us on all fide^, 
leaping in crouds upon our veflel. We 
^^ecc^ved them with our ipears, guns, 

I 6 and 
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and piftols; but this warm reception 
did not in the lead diminifh their ar- 
dour, ruftiing like furies on the deck,— ^ 
the death of fo many of their companions 
only appearing to eiicreafe their ferocity. 
Several of them now got upon our ftern, 
defending themfelves with their wooden 
fabres, until joined by a number of their 
fellows. Philips and myfelf flew to 
this fpot, at the head of fome Ofnakis, 
endeavouring to clear our veffel of thefc 
furies, but all our efforts were fruitlefs. 
PhiHps was wounded, and feveral of 
our favages killed : — in Ihort, we fhould 
inevitably have been overpowered by 
their number, notwithftanding the ad- 
vantage our guns procured us, had not 
the Ofnakis been fortunately reinforced 
by thirty canoes, who fuddehly made 
way through thofc that feparated us 

from 
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frdtti our allies. Thefe laft now attacked 
the canoes that furrounded us with the 
greateft impetuolity, a fight that re- 
newed our ftrength, which was exhaufted 
more than our courage. We now fell 
with our Ofnakis on the Ourouifks that 
were on our veffel, who finding them- 
felves furrounded, loft their fpirit, and 
leaped into the fea to fave themfelves, 
but were for the greater part flain by* 
the Ofnakis. 

We now joined our allies, and haftened 
to the affiftance of thofc that were en- 
gaged with the Ourouilks, who foon be- 
gan to give way, a difcharge of our 
cannon having funk the large canoe on 
which their chief was on board. They 
now attempted to fave themfelves by 

flight, but we purfued and deftroyed a 

great 
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great number of their canoes, aftei} 
which we returned in triumph to the 
gulf. 

We were no fooner landed that the 
Ofnakis crouded rouiidus, teftifying their 
thankaby every demonftration they could 
devife; for without our affiftance the 
Ourouilks would certainly have been 
conquerors. This battle was very fatal 
to the latter, having loft two-thirds of 
Jibir canoes, and upwards of two thou-> 
jknd men : the lofs of our allies was 
not more t^an fifty canoes, and between 
llirce and four hundred men. This vic« 
lory was alfo very advantageous to the 
Ofnakis, as their ferocious enemies 
would not be able for a confiderable time 
to make head againft them. 

Having 
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Having received the thanlcs of the 
Ofnakis^ Philips and myfelf returned 
on board our vefTel^ in order to take a 
little repofe after our fatigues^ and to 
examine his wound. It was by no 
means dangerous being merely a lacenu 
tion from a wooden fabre ; I therefore 
fimply bound it up^ after dreiling it with 
a baliam whofcf efficacy I was well ac«i 
quainted with. 

We were no fooner rifen the n«i|fe. 
morning, than we difcovered a croud of 
Ofnakis coming towards the flxore, ac« 
companied by their chief. We imm^sji^ 
diaiely left the veffel and went to meet 
them. — The chief, after complimenting 
us afrefli in his language, thanked us 
for the affiftance we had given his coun* 

tryinen in our ifland, Oui old lavage 

i'-. . was 
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was the interpreter; — Philips and my- 
fclf dcfiring him to inform the chief 
that we had feconded them with plea- 
fore, and alfo thai we experienced the 
utmoft fatisfadiion on finding ourfelves 
among a nation of whom we had con?- 
ceived fo advantageous an opinion from 
the manners of thofe who had dwelt fo 
long with us. Several 6f the Ofnakis 
now placed a number of bafketa at our 
^,'?r WJL , containing the different produc- 
\>fis of the ifland, — ^the chief entreat- 
ing us to accept them as a mark of his 
gratitude* 

This friendly favage haying exprejGTed 
a defire to fee our veflel, we took him 
on board, where he minutely examined 
every part. Our artillery particularly 
feemed to attra(^ his attention. He 

wilhed 
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wiftied to be informed how we managed 
thofe terrible machines that (as he ex- 
preffed it) carried death to fuch a dif- 
tance. We made fome difcharge with" 
powder only, in order to fatisfy him ; 
after which Philips, who was an exceU 
lent engineer, put a ball in our largeft 
piece, and having pointed it, fliewed 
the favage a large tree, about three hun« 
dred toifes in fhore, informing him }:ifi 
would ftrike it. In effed, my younj^y 
friend had levelled it with fuch exadl* 
nefsi that the ball ftruck the truiik, and 
ihivered it to pieces. 

The chief appeared aftonifhed at the 
(kill of Philips, and the terrible efFedt 
of the black; powder, which when en-, 
clofed in a narrow fpace, can produce 
fuch extraordinary and violent cxplo- 

fiona 



l86. THE FRENCH 

lions by the iimple application of a 
match; afking us, with the great eft ear- 
neftnefs, to communicate our fecret ta 

him. This requeft, that we by no 
means expededj fuxprized us. Philips 

and myfelf looked at each other.— 

•' Ought we to fatisfy him ?•* faid I to 

my friend, in Engljfh : '* no, it ijjoujd- 

be doing ^heJ j yjt o A fey.%grt jiij|wury S: 

t. US lea^^rlHiRiiTOeir liSppy igno-, 
ce; their weaknefs is a fecurity for 
their remaining virtuous, for nature 
*will always furnifh them with fufficient 
' means to defend themfelves. Should 
we teach them the compofition of gun- 
powder, who can anfwer but that after 
having experienced its power in repuU 
fing their enemies, themfelves may be- 
come the aggrelTors, and taking advan- 
tage of their fuperiority over other 

nations^ 
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nations^ feek to fubdue them r and thus^ 
from mild and humane beings, become 
barbarous tyrants, deaf to every law but 
power, domineering over their neigh*. 
hours by blood. We fliould then be 
the caufe of the death and flavery of 
thoufands,'' 



A 
« 



PhiB^jfi^s -entircly^^^^ opinion^ 
we therefore refoivea hot to make th^ 
Ofnakis fo fatal a bequeft. I replied tcr 
the chief, that I myfelf was unacquainted 
with the compofition of the powder lb 
£ital to our enemies, as there were but 
a particular number of perfons in my 
country who had the privilege of making 
it, and thofe alone were inftrudled ia 
the fecret ; but that in order to (hew our- 
gratitude for the ailiflance he had granted 
us, we would leave him a cannon, and 

fome S 
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fome Other fire arms, with a certain, 
quantity of powder, which he might 
vfe in cafe of being attacked by his 
ferocious enemies. 

The chief returned us many thanks 
for this frefli proof of our fricndlhip> 
entreating us To earneftly to accompany 
him to his hut, t;hat we did not think 
jproper to refufe. Before our departure 
we gave the Ofnakis a fmall piece of 
cannon, which had been placed at the 
prow of our veffel, a dozen guns, feveral 
pair of piftols, fabres, and cuirafles^ 
and two barrels of powder. The whole 
pf thefe were tranfported to the fettle- 
ment, amidft the repeated acclamations 
of the Ofnakis, who efcorted us to the 
hut of their chief* 

i . CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 

An Ofnakis entertainment. 

VV E were received in the cabin of 
the chief with the greateft marks of re- 
fpedl. He had prepared a feafl:, to which 
the principal of the Ofnakis were invited. 
The repaft was by no means fplcndid, 
thefe honeft favages pofTefling nothing 
further than what is merely neceflary to 
fupport life. However, gaiety and good 
appetite prefided at the entertainment, 
guefts, which are frequently abfent from 
ours. Thirty favages were feated on 
mats, around a dozen coarfe earthen 
difhes, filled with meat and fruits, and 

giving way without referve to that jo- 
cund 



i 
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cund hilarity, which is the height of 
focial enjoyment. 

The fcene touched me : " Thefe good 
fevages/* thought I, ^* are as happy as 
'tis poflible to be on earth, the bounds 
of their enjoyments are narrow, but in 
requital they nourifh no wilhes that they 
cannot fatisfy; they are unacquainted 
with the torments of ambition, or the 
flattering delufions of vanity. A happy 
equality reigns among them, and which 
will laft while they remain ignorant of 
' the rights of property, and the ufe of 
that fatal metal which makes fuch 
immenfc diflance between man and 
man in poliflied nations. Their po- 
verty is their greateft wealth, as their 
defires do not go beyond it. The fe- 
ditious voice of interefl: is never heard 

among 
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^tftong them: they live in* the ftrifteft' 
concord. 'Tis true, they are ignorant^ 
their ideas being as bounded as their 
defires. But what man would wilh to 
gain information at the expence of his 
happinefs,*' 

Thefe refledlions employed me during 
a part of the entertainment. I had 
eaten of fome of their meats, left they 
Ihould think I difliked them. At length, 
the chief, on whofe right fide I WJls 
feated, took a large wooden cup, and 
'ifter drinking, prefented it to me. I 
railed it to my lips ; — the liquor which 
it contained was by na means difagree- 
able, being a mixture of fweet and four, 
not unlike lemonade. The -cup weAt 
the whole round of the circle, a favage 
filling it every time it was empty. -I 

I imagine 
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imagine that the cuftom of drinking out 
of the fame vcflel was once common 
among us, as that cuflom is yet pre-* 
fcrved among fome of the northern na- 
tions. — '* It is thus/* thought I, *' that 
the fame difpofitions have the fame 
cuftoms. Our anccftors, in great mea- 
sure refembled thefe good favages in 
their candour and fimplicity of manners. 
The pleafures of the table was one of 
their utmoft enjoyments; they then gave 
way to the warmed tranfports of lively 
joy, wine, however, never carrying them 
beyond the bounds of good fellow ftiip ; 
for as they all loved each other, their 
hearts were the fame when intoxicated 
.as when their underftanding was per- 
fedl, at all times fpeaking their thoughts 
without difguife, regardlefs who fhould 
read their fouls. — ^No^w cold politenefs 

has 
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has fucceeded this friendly cordiality 
which charadcrifo4. our fathers^ our 
entertainments are gloomy ; — we eat and 
drink by form, the mod freezing com-» 
plaifance prefiding, — avoiding drink left 
we fhould fhewourfelves openly. If wq 
are more abflemious than our anceftors^ 
.tjie only reafon is, that falfehood and 
difUmulation have replaced franknefs 
and reditude in our hearts, — our grcatcH 
virtues taking their fource from vice." 

Towards the end of tl;2e fcaft a com* 
pany of young people of botk (exes 
came and formed a dance around us, to 
the found of inftruments not unlike the 
hautboy^ This dance was a continued 
expreffion of the mofl lively pleafure ; 
the fwiftnefs of the n3totion,*-the variety 
of the attitudes, — the diverfity of figures. 

Vol. IV. K joined 
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Joined to l!hc modulations of <ituifit, a 
concurred to plunge the foul into the 
xnoft a^:^eable intoxication. 

Our favages ^ve into tTiis diverfioii 
ivith the more ardour, as their mitids 
were exempt from thofe troubles and 
cares whichever empoilbn our pleafiires^ 
and affail us even in the bofom of our 
xnoft attraftivc enjoyments. *Tis true, 
their dances had not that perfedl uni- 
formity which diftinguifhes ours; their 
fcct did not form thofe complicate and 
difficult (leps, which among polifhed 
nations renders that exerciie rather a 
troubkfomc employment than an agree-^ 
able relaxation. The movements of 
<he favages were natural and eafy, and 
wearied them far fefs than the affeded 
graces of thofe European fops^ whofe 
I tttmofl 



litirioft end in dancing is to be admired 
for their gracefulnefs and dexterity. 

The Ofnakis girk were finer fhaped 
and more active than our Europeans, 
their bodies not being deformed by thofc 
hard compreflive machines, which ren- 
der our ladies waifts flender at the ex- 
pence of their health, as though the 
genuine form which nature gives was 
not tjie mod beautiful. The end which 
ispurpofed by art is frequently fruftrated, 
as nature feldom fails to revenge herfelf 
when we attempt to confine her, and 
inftead of rendering a fliapc delicately 
(mall, we often ftand a chance of produ- 
cing diftortion. — I muft be excufed for 
thefe reflexions, they were fo naturally 
introduced by the fubjedl that I could 
not avoid making them. 

K 2 Durinj 
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During the dance our entertainers 
were employed in emptying fome bottles 
of wine that I had caufed to be brought 
from the vefTel. I have already faid 
how much that liquor was to the tafle 
of the Ofnakis, and as they had taken a 
ftrong dofe, they were all foon drunk. 
But this abfence of reafon had none of 
thofc efFeds common among Europeans ; 
ourfavages were but the more agreeable. 
Their mirth, though noify, was harm- 
lefs: for as their fouls entertained no 
feeds of divifion or malice, no difpute 
or quarrel happened among them* The 
man who is wicked in his liquor, is 
only fo becaufe 'tis his real charadler, 
however carefully fmothered at the 
bottom of his heart, his intoxication 
developing and placing to view thofe 
Xcntiments that an hypocritical prudence 

concealed. 
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concealed. Wine at lead produces thfe 
effect of (hewing him what he really i^, 
giving a faithful warning to men of un- 
derftanding, who witnefs his behaviour, 
to be on their guard againft him. ' 

As it was near evening, and our veffd 
.of too much importance for us to leave 
it for any length of time, we took leave 
of our hofts, the young favages attend- 
ing us to the fhore with their. iiiftru* 
ments* 



The fccne we had witneffed gave rife 
to different reflexions and comparifons 
between a favage and man in polilhed 
life;, the refult of which was by no 
means in favour of the latter, who in 
many inftances pays dear for the fupe- 

K 3 riority 
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riorlty which education and art givet 
him over the man of fimple nature* 

We remained about eight days with 
the Ofnakis. Their ifland was near 
fifty leagues in circumference, and tole- 
rably fertile, Thefe favages knew no 
other labour than hunting and fifhing^ 
being ignorant of, or rather neglefting, 
agriculture; the different produce of 
their land yelding fufficient, without 
cultivation, for their wants* A grain 
not unlike rice, which grew wild, fur- 
nifhcd the grcateft part of their fup- 
port* 

Their fettlements were at the diftancc 
of five or fix leagues from each other, 
being formed of about three hundred 
huts in each, confl:ruded without order, 

built 



built with wood,, and fufficicntly large 
to contain a family. The interiors were 
all covered with reed mats, which alfa 
fcrved for beds to thcfe favages. Every 
hut wa« divided into feverat apartments^ 
the women being feparatcd from the 
jncn.^ In the firft I remarked an air of 
fcfcrve and roodefty which furprize<t 
me ; and their perfons though fwarthy 
vrefie agreeable.^ 

The cloathing of the Ofnakrs way 
compofed of a kind of cloth woven 
from fine rufhes, and almoin as fiippte as 
linen ; which cloth was dy,ed red for the 
men, and blue for the women. This 
drefs was divided in two pieces, one of 
which was a kind of waillcoat that 
reached half way down the thigh, the 
^her a petticoat tyed round the hody, 

K 4. but 
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but hanging no lower than the knee; 
their legs were naked^ but their feet 
covered with a fort of bufkin made alfo 
of rufhes^ and which reached as high as 
the ancle. The women's drefs was 
nearly the fame, except that the waift- 
coat was made tighter to the (hape, and 
the petticoat longer. The men alfo wore 
a Ikin cap, about ten inches high, ter- 
minating in a point ; — the women's on 
the contrary were round at the top, and 
their hair flowing on their flioulders, 
— which produced a tolerable good 
cffedl. 



Every fettlemcnt had a chief, that 
waschpfen from among the ancients of 
the people, who^ always eledled thofc 
who were reputed the wifefl. The 
religion of the Ofn^kis was as fimple as 

their 
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their manners. I have already faicf, 
that' they worfhipped the fun as the 
principal of all things, and the univcrfal 
icftorer of nature. At fun rife each 
family aflembled before their hut^ and 
turning towards the caft, addrefled their 
homage to that luminary : — the reft of 
their religious ceremonies, of which 
they had but few, being equally fimple. 

Every fettlement had a kind of prieft, 
whofe only buiinefs was to prefide at 
the general prayers, which the Ofnakis 
made at particu^lar times in the year, 
and to marry them. — I was prefent at 
one of their marriage ceremonies, which 
was performed in the'followiiig man«. 

ner. The couple defigned to be 

united were conducted in great form to 
an inclofure, fituated in the open coun^ 

K 5 try. 
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try, and always ufed on fuch occafions. 
Here they were received by the prieft, 
who afked them if they really wiftied to 
be united. This queflion, however, 
was only made through form, for among 
the Ofnakis parents never abufe their 
authority by forcing their children into 
marriages contrary to their inclinations. 
The prieft then joined their hands, and 
making them turn towards the rifing 
fun, prayed that luminary to blefs their 
union. The prayer concluded, he cut 
off a lock of hair from each of the new 
wedded couple, which, having platted 
together, he divided it equally between 
them, faying, that they Ihould remain 
united like that trefs. He next took a 
handful of fand, which fprinkling over 
their heads, he prayed the fun that their 
pofterity might equal in number thofe 

grains 
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grains of dufl. This concluded tHe 
ceremony, and the company returned in- 
the fame order they came, repairing to 
the hut of the new married couple, 
where an entertainment w^as provided on 
the occafion.-^The remainder of the 
day was pafTed in the grcateft mirth, the 
joung people dancing, and the parents 
ikting difcouEling and drinking, Salpick^ 
which isthe name of a liquor I before 
mentioned. 

Our firft care on our arrival among 
the Ofnakis, was to defire the old man> 
who came from our ifland, to let us fee 
the favage that he informed us had been 
to New Holland. This lafl: told us, 
that being taken prifoner by the Orfiks, 
who dwell in an ifland not far from the 
Ofnakis, he had fallen in love with a 

K 6 young 
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young girl of that nation; and that 
after having lived upwards of fouF 
years with them, he had been fent by 
their chief to a yet more diftant ifle, of 
which the Orfiks were only a colony,, to 
execute a conimiflion of importance; 
but the canoe oa which, he was oa board, 
after being much damaged by a ftorm^ 
was at length thrown on a large trad oi 
land, the inhabitants of which had 
received him with great kindnefs ; — that 
during his ftay with them, a floating 
fortrefs; much, larger than ours, had 
arrived in their country, having on 
board it a ^t^mber of men of our colour, 
and cloathcd like us, with whom the 
inhabitants made exchange for diiFerent 
kinds of merchandize. He added, that 
his companions as well as himfclf being 
anxious to return home, they had 

hazarded 
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Jiazarded going to fea in their (battered 
canoe, which, however, infeven days, 
brought them fafe back to the ifland of 
the Orfiks. The favagc concluded by 
faying, that his wife dying fdme time 

after^ he had returned to his owa na« 

i' 
tion« 

This recital of the favages convinced 

# ^ 

Us that the land he fpoke of mud be 
New Holland, and the veffel hedefcribed 
a Dutch merchantman. According to 
our calculation from the time the canoe 
was ii> making the voyage, the land 
could not be more than a hundred 
leagues diftance from the Orliks, and 
from where we naw were, to that ifland, 
about fixty,. or at moft feventy leagues. 
With our velTel we might cafiJy under^ 
take fuch a voyage, — a few Ofnakis be- 
ing 
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ing atone wanting to help us to work 
the lhip» 

We had fbmc difficulty to pcrfuadij 
them ; thefe good folks^ are much at-i^ 
tachcd to their native country, but wc 
at length fticceeded,^ the fon of our old 
favageand three other young men, who 
hid a defire to fee thofe diftant nations^ 
confenting. What gave w the moft 
pleaiure wzs, that the Ofnakis, who had 
travelled, offered to be our guide, on 
our promifing to fend him and his com* 
panions back to their country on board 
our veffel, when we ihould have met 
with a Dutch Ihip, and have no further 
occafion for her. Having fucceeded in 
this point we prepared every thing for 
x)ur depanure. 

The 
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The day of our farewell all the Of* 
nakis of the fettlement came on the 
fhore, teftifying their regret for our de- 
parture : thofc who had jlwek with us^ 
and whom we had converted, were par- 
ticularly affli(fled. We exhorted them 
to perfevere in the faith in which wc 
had intruded them, and to communis 
cat€ the information they had gained ta 
•their countrymen. We prefented them,^ 
alfo to the chief and principal Ofnakis, 
fe veral prefents of fmall value, but which 
to them were ineftimable, — as knives, 
pins, crockery, fbme pieces of ftufF, and 
•different uteniils in iron and brafs, &c« 
After taking leave of thefe friendly 
&vages, we raifed our anchojr and f^t 
fail. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 

'a' 

A Dutch veJfel.-^'A defcriptian of 

Batavia^ 

ft 

W E dire(5ted oux veffel toward she 
€aft, and coafting by feveral iflands^ ar- 
rived the next day at that of the OrfiJks^ 
.The Ofnakis who was our guide cnr- 
treated us to land, as he had a great de- 
firc to fee fome of his fojpmer friends. 
We granted hi« requeft^ remaining at 
.anchor at fbme diftance from the fhore. 
He returned in about an hour^ accom- 
panied by the chief and a great number 
of the iflanders, who did not appear a 
little furprized at the fight of our veffel^ 

The 

■ 
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The Ghlcf got into a^ canoe with our 

Ofnakis^ and two of his own peopk, 

and came on board us. We received 

him in the belt manner our circum- 

ftances would admit of. He entreated 

us to land and fpend fome days at his 

'habitation; but as it would have 4e- 

:tained us, without being any fervite^ 

'we excufed ourfeives from accepting his 

offer, prefenting him with fome trifles^ 

.which appeared to pleafe him 5 he-there- 

-fore left us well fatisfied.^ — The manners 

^f thefe people are fimila*^ ta thofe-^ 

the Ofnakis : — thpir' drefs is hkewife 

the fame. 

On quitting the ifland of the Orfiks, 

we difcovered feveral others, but leaving 

them on the right, diredted our courfe 

to the north-eaft^ and after three days 

fail, 
i 
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fail, which met with no interruptfonv 
reached the land of New Holland, call- 
ing anchor in the bay where our favage 
had fccn the Dotch vefTeU The inhabit 
tants foon»ran to the ihore, thinking, 
we came to exchange mercliandize.-*- 
After having undeceived them^ we de^^ 
fired our Ofnakis to aik.them how long 
It was jSnce any European veifel bad 
been on their coaft. They replied it 
iras near three moflthsy but that they 
^xpeAed one ihortly,-— the Dutch conv- 
-Mg frc^iient4y to trade fince the difco. 
'very of this country* This news gave 
us great ,pleafu re, and determined us to 
remain in the bay until the arrival' of* 
the Dutch veffeL 

A fortnight elapfedift this expedation; 
we never left our fbip, as the Qfaakis 

had 
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had informed us that the inhabitants of 
this coaft were rather inclined to ileal. 
Several had approached us in their cs^ 
noes^ doubtlefs with that intention ; but 
^e were fo continually on the watch^ that 
they could not eflfed their defign, and 
finding us by no means inclined tofatisfy 
their curioiity in viflting our veiTel^ 
retired without offering us the leaft 
violence. 



We began to be weary of this ftate of 

cxpcftation, our impatience making tfee 

time appear doubi)rtedious : when one 
evening, as we were walking the deck. 
Philips on a fudden gave an exclamation 
of rapture, (hewing me a fail advancing 
towards the bay, and which we foon 
difcovered to bear the flag of the United 
Provinces. 
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It is impoffibkto form an idcadf the 
pleafure we experienced at this fight. 
We threw ourfelves into each other's 
arms : — ** At length, my friend/" faid I, 
to Philips, •' we fhall fee Europeans! 
AH our forraws are over! We (hall be 
reftored to our beloved country/' 

« 

The veflel foon entered the gulf j— 

feveral people were on the deck^ who 
were greatly aftonilhed, as they after-* 
wards informed us, to fee fo fmall an 
EuroDean veflel at anchor in this diftant 
bay, and which they imagined only fre- 
quented by themfelves. 

After having cafl anchor at fome dis- 
tance from us, feveral of them got into 
their boat, and came off Co our veflel, 
an officer aflcing us in Englilh who we 

were> 
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WCfCf and what chance had brought us 
on that coad. We informed him in 
few words, on which he congratulated 
us, and inviting us on board his (hip ; 
adding, that his captain would be fa-, 
voured by our company. 

We immediately got into the boat, 
and went to the Dutch veflel, the com- 
mander of which received us with the 
utmofl kindnefs. We related to him 
all our adventures fince our Ihipwreck 
on the ifland, the combats we had fuf- 
rained againft the favages, and likewife 
our conftru^flion of the bark that had 
brought us to New Holland. 

Our recital appeared to intereft him, 
nor could I help difcerning that his 

avarice was awakened on the information 

of 



4 



iir4 TITB FRBKCH 

of unknown lands^ where he doubtlefV 
thought fome advantageous traffic might 
be held. He alked me with the greateft 
earneftiiefs what were the produdlion^ 
of thofe iflands which had until now 
cfcapcd the knowledge of the circum-- 
nifrigator. 



^ 



When we informed him that they 
produced nothing which could attrad: 
the notice of an European^ the inhabi-^ 
tants being extremely poor, his ardour 
ibddenly cooled, alking no more quef- 
tions concerning them. We did not 
Ihink piroper to tell him of thofe minefr 
of gold with which our ifland, as well 
4ts the neighbouring ones, abounded, as 
our Ofnakis had informed us. It would 
have been an ungrateful return for the 
favours we had received from thofe 

honeft 
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Iioitcft ravages to hfive declared tliis nc^ 
fbui^ 6f wealth to the Euxopcdns^ who 
^oiild foon have haftened thither ia muU 
tkudesy and treated the poor Ofnakis a& 
the Spaniards did (he Mexicans and 
Perifvians^ 

After fomc minutes* converfation, I 
ilfkifd the captain if he intended remain^ 
inglobgin the bay; to which he rew 
plied^ that the commerce which brought 
j^inFi to this coaft was of no great con« 
fequence^ being abje to tranfad it in 
eight days, at the ^xpiratioA of which 

time he fhould return to Batayidj from 

• ■- 

whence he came. 

We immediately bargained for ou# 
jpaflage ; and as we had Jlo money^ and 
4!lid not choofe to fhew him our block of 

gold, 

4 
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<^ gold, fold him fom/e bales of mer^ 
chandize, and fix ^pieces of cannon.r— ; 
The Dutchman, did not aUqw us more- 
than half th^ value of tbefe articles ; but 
we were- too happy in the idea of getting* 
back to Europe to refufe any price he 
offered. 

Thefe arrangements i had no (ooner 
taken place, than we nniovedaU our 
effedls on board the. merchantman, put-^ 
ting our block of gold into a cafe much 
larger than itfeyi filling the fpace with 
ftraw and ptber Aight materials, in order 
to render the weight lefs confpicuous^ 
telling the captain that }t contained dif7 
ferent curiofities that we had collecSled 
at the ifland, — fuch as petrifaftipns, 
Ihclls,^ &c.' We had no fear of the 
Dutchman's jiQcing to look at them, for 

I had 
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I had obferved even at firft fight that he 
perfedtly refembled the other traders of 
his country,; — that is to fay, intereft 
was his predominant paflion, and what- 
ever had no connedion with it was in- 
capable of attrafting his attention. — 
The captain's underftanding was like- 
wife none of the brighteft ; — he could 
write, cypher, and diftinguifh a ducat 
from a guinea, which was the utmoft 
extent of his knowledge. 

When we had removed our efFeds we 
refolved to acquit ourfelves of the pro- 
mife we had made the Ofnakis of fend- 
ing them back in our veffeK We left 

them the provifions, feveral dcfenfivc 
weapons, and divers other objeds which 
to them were valuable. They failed the, 
evening before our departure, the good 
You IV. L favageg 
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lavages tcftifying the utmofl regret at 
our reparation ; — nor were Philips and 
myfelf much lefs afflided. I had taken 
a particular liking to the fon of the old 
Ofhakis, who had lived with us in the 
ifland. This young man poflefled a 
llrong natural underftanding, joined to 
the moft eflimable qualities. He was 
extremely attached to us, and I am cer- 
tain would not have quitted us, had he 
not been afraid of offending his father. 

After remaining a week in the bay, 
the Dutch vcffel failed. ' Our voyage 
was fortunate, arriving without any ac- 
cident at Batavia. I fhall not enter into 
a defcription of the capital of the Dutch 
pofleflions in this country, let it fufficc 
that it greatly furpafled the idea I had 
formed. The Hollanders, fo fimple in 
2 their 



their decorations in their own country, 
here difplay the moft extravagant luxury, 
all fhining with gold and jewels ; — the 
wife of a deputy of the India Company, 
'when fhe goes a vifiting, wearing more 
diamonds than one of our ducheifes. 



Both men and women lead that in- 
aftive idle life, which is the attendant 
of extreme opulence, and that the ex- 
ceflivc heat of the climate renders iit 
fome meafureindifpenfible, particularly 
to Europeans. Corruption of manners 
is alfo carried to the utmoft height in 
Batavia; — and when we confider the 
ilefcendants of thofe courageous Bata^ 
vians who broke the chain of defpotifm, 
and recovered their liberty at the price 
of their blood, our aftonifhment fur- 
•paflcs all bounds, to view the amazing 

L 2 change 
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change that two centuries has made 
among them, and how greatly riches and 
luxury may make man degenerate. 

- After feeing whatever was remarkable 
in Batavia and its environs, we em- 
barked on board a merchant-lhip, which 
was bound for the port of Achim, in the 
ifland of Sumatra, where the Englifh 
have fome fadtories, hoping to find an 

occafion to go from thence to Bengal. 
I was impatient to fee Lord Warneck, 
that kind patrdn, from whom I had now 
been feparated five years. I feared that 
he Ihould think me ungrateful, as he 
was ignorant how fate had perfecuted 
me, and what a chain of misfortunes 
liad oppofed our meeting. 



As 
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As Achim is not far diftant from 
Batavia, we were but two days making 
the voyage. Our expectation was not 
deceived, finding in that port an EnglifU 
veflel ready to fail for Madras. Wc 
immediately agreed with the captaia 
for our paiTagCi and font all our e0C(fld 
on board. 



CHAP. XI. 

Severe difappoinimertts. 

JNoTHlNG remarkable happened 
during our voyage, arriving happily at 
Madras in three weeks after our depar- 
ture from Achim. My firft care was to 
enquire for the governor's houfe, pic- 

L 3 turing 



i 



22a THE FRENCH 

turing to myfcif the rapture I fliould 
feel in furprizing my patron, and his 
pleafure at this unlooked-for vilit. — In 
fliort, I enjoyed in imagination the de- 
lights of our meeting; but it fliouId 
feem that fate was ever to throw barriers 
between Lord Warneck and myfelf, 
jaifing my fpirits by hope, only to make 
me feel the more fcnfibly the forrows of 
reparation. 

Arrived at the houfe, I alked haftily 
to fee the governor, and was immediately 
introduced to him. But what was my 
aftonilhment to find a perfon who was 
totally unknown to me. I remained for 
fome moments filent through furprize j 
at length, ftruggling to overcome my 
confufion, *' Pardon me, fir,'* faid I, " I 
expe(5ted to have feen Lord Warneck.'*. 

— '* I am 
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— «* I am his fucceflbr/* replied he: 
^^ 'tis two months fince he failed for 
England^ — the precarious ftate of his 
health rendering the air of his own 
country neceffary. . But, fir, (continued 
he, feeing me deeply afflidled at this 
jiewsj if I can be of any fervice to 
you, be afllired I fhall take the utmoft 
pleafure in obliging you, and making 
you the lefs fenfible of the abfence of 
Lord Warneck/* 

I thanked the governor, informing 
him of my former fituation with my 
lord, my obligations aiid attachment to 
him, which had led me Xo make the 
voyage to India. I then related to him 
my fhipwreck, and the length of time- 
I had remained in a defert ifland ; — on 
which he entreated me to give him a 

L 4. circunw 
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circumftantjal account of the whole.. 
I immediately fatisfied him. When I 
had concluded, he made me much the 
fame queflion as the Dutch captain con- 
cerning the product of the ifles. I an- 
' fwered him in the fame manner, for the 
reafon I have before given. He then 
teftified a delire to fee Philips, on which 
I informed him that my companion 
purpofed to do himfelf the honour of 
waiting on him, but that my impatience 
to fee my friendly patron had not fufFered 
me to wait for him. That, however, 
the gracious reception he had been 
pleafed to honour me with, had greatly 
alleviated the forrow I had received from 
his firft information. 

After a long converfation, in which 

the governor gave me repeated proofs 

6 of 
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of attention, I prepared to take my ' 
leave.- — ** Sir/* faid he, ** had Lord 
Warneck been here, you doubtlefs 
would have remained with him : — I hope 
you will not deny me the fame favour/' 
. I endeavoured to excufe myfelf, but he 
preffed me fo warmly that I could not 
at length refufe. 



>■■■€•■■.♦ 

** *. . •' C 



I now returned to Phih'ps ; — he wai% . 
already informed of Lord Warneck's 
departure. I related to him the recep- 
tion I had met with from the governor, 
which gave him great pleafure. On the 
next morning we removed our eflfedls 
to the governor's houfe, whp appointed 
us an elegant apartment, and treated us 
with the utmofl: politencfs, 

L 5 Lord 



226 THE FRENCH 

•> 
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Lord Clinton (which was the goycr- 
iior*s name) fpared nothing to render 
our ftay at Madras agreeable ; he Ihewed 
us whatever was curious in that city, 
and took us on feveral excurlions in the 
environs: nor. could I avoid remarking 
"With what induftry the Englifli have 
extended their commerce on the coaft 
^f Coh)mandel ; the power they have 
acquired by their addrefs and courage, 
making them both refpeded and feared 
by all the Indian nations that dwell near 
their poffeffioas. 

After we had been a few days at the 
governor'^, he offered Philips a lucra*^ 
live and honourable employment; — ^but 
my young friend made a plaufiblc ex- 
cufe to decline it. Philips had only 
entered into the maritime life with a 

view 
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View of cncreafing his fortune^ whicfe 
■was very fmall ; but that purpofe being 
now completely fulfilled by the goki 
that wc had brought from our iflaiid, he 
found no inclination to remain in a 
country where a defire of encreafc of 
wealth is ufually the attradtive motive^" 
A yet ftronger reafon alfo recalled him 
to England i — he loved a young girl^ the 
daughter of a very rich merchant^, and 
by whom he wa& equally beloved ; but 
after having made feveral ufclefs appli^ 
cations to her father^ he had refolved to 
jrepaiif to India^ in hopes, of ^eedilyr 
gaining wealth fufficient to. obtain hia 
^iftrcf&'s hand.. 

As the lady was^ very yotmg at hijt 
i^parture, and had likewife given hin* 
a promife of remaining true^ he had 
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no doubt of her conftancy ; the obftaclc 
alfo which oppofed his happincfs being 
now removed, he was under no appre- 
henfions of the interefted merchant's 
rcfufal. Thus, if the voice of friend- 
fliip recalled me to England, that of 
love equally prompted Philips to return 
to his country. 

We. remained at Madras no longer 
than to wait the departure of the firft 
Ihip that failed for England, which was 
in about three weeks. We took leave 

of the governor, returning him thanks 
for the repeated marks of friendfhip he 
had favoured us with. He gave us 
feveral letters of confequence to people 
of diftinftion, nor could we quit this 
generous Englifhman without expe- 
riencing 



; ^ 



*iencing a fentiment of refpcct and 
forrow. 

After coafting along the Coromandel 
Ihore, we doubled Cape Comorin, from, 
whence we foon reached the Cape of 
Good Hope, where we caft anchon— • 
This eftablifhment, belonging to the 
Dutch, is fituated, as well known, at the 
fouthern extremity of Africa, and is 
the great rendezvous of all the veflels 
which go to India, who ftop there to 
refrelh and take in water. 

After remaining fome days at anchor, we 
continued our voyage, which was parti- 
cularly fortunate, exclufive of fome fud- 
den fqualls that we met with on the coaft 
of Guinea. In Ihort, after eighteen weeks 

navigation 
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iiavigltion,, we arrived fafely in tft^ 
Downs. 

It would be impoffible for me to ex-, 
prefs the pleafure we experienced on 
finding ourfelves at length fo fafely fhel-^ 
tered from danger, — Pi^lips in his own 
country, and myfelf &> near France; 
and on the pciint of meeting my deareft 
friends* The pleafure we experienced 
made us forget all our former troubles^ 
or rather the remembrance of our mif— 
fortunes onfy ferved to augment thq 
delight of our prefent fkuation^ 

We had no fooner difembarked^ and 
brought our eiFedls to fliore,, particularly; 
the precious block on which depended 
our future hopes, than we hired a port-, 
chaife,, and repaired to London with the 

utmoCb 
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utmoft fpeed. We took a lodging at 
an hotel, and while Philips ran to fee 
his miftrefs, I with equal earneftneft 
prepared to fly to my friends. I wa* 
fome tinae in determining which I fhoutd 
vifit firft, my heart being equally divided 
between Harrifon and Lord Warneck ; 
but gratitude ftrengthening the bond that 
united to the latter,, I jjave him the pre- 
ference^ thus at once fatiafying my duty 
and inclination : I therefore ordered a 
hackney-coach to coadu(3: me to his 
houfe. 

In the way I thought of the furprize 
I {hould give my generous friend^ who, 
doubtlefs imagined me dead. However^ 
this idea wa& crofled by the recolledion 
of my difappointment at Madras :• — " I 
am going to Lord Warneck*s^" thought 

J, '' with^p 

w 
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I, '* without knowing whether he is 
there. I fliould have ufed the precau- 
tion of enquiring whether he is in Lon- 
don* Nay, perhaps he is not even in 
England/* — A fudden and heavy anxiety 
feized me on this rcfledlion. I expe- 
rienced a melancholy, of which I could 
not conceive the caufe. I was impatient 
to fee my lord, yet dreaded to reach his 
houfe. The coach that at firfl: feemed 
too flow for my impatience, in the pre- 
fent date of my mind appearing to 
haften beyond my wifties. 

There are prefentiments which inform 
the foul of the blow that is to wound 
it. It appears as though the Supreme 
Being would prepare us for the fhock 
we are to receive, in order that we may 
Qot fiak under its weight. Certain it 

is. 
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is, I had one of thofe warnings, and on 
arriving at the houfe of my patron, my 
heart, inftead of expanding with joy, 
was contraded into a vacuity of thought, 
in which fear was however predominant, 
and that I could by no means diilipate. 

When the carriage flopped I ordered 
the coachman to knock. A fervant im- 
mediately opened the door. He was 
drefled in deep mourning. — At this fight 
I had nearly fallen from my feat. A 
deadly ihivering ran through my whole 
frame. — " Good heaven !*' exclaimed I, 
" is it poflible that the painful fentiment 
which I experienced ftiould arife from 
a real caufe ? Can I have loft my pa- 
tron?" — I alked the fervant, with hefi- 
tation, after my lord. He replied,, a 

tear 
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tear ftealing down his cheek, that hi$ 
maftcr had been dead a week. 



I heard no more : — a cloud obfcured 
my fight, and I fell fenfelefs at the bot- 
tom of the coach. Reftored to my 

recolledlion, I gave w^ay to grief.—" I 
fhall never fee him more !*' exclaimed L 
•* That benevolent mortal, who waR 
the ornament of fociety, and the delight 
of his friends ! Cruel death has cut 
fhort the thread of his days. — If at leaft 
he had but lived until my arrival, — un- 
til I had affured him of my gratitude 
and affedlion.-— But, no ! he is fnatchcd 
from me at the very moment when my 
heart was intoxicated with the idea of 

beholding him. Fate, furely, only 

grants me favours, in order to make me 
feel difappointments with the more bit- 

tcraefk i 
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ternefs : and my life is fo intermingled 
with pains and pleafures, that my foul 

experiences almoft at once the mofl op- 
polite fentiments/* 

Such were the compjaints with which 
I endeavoured to eafe my oppreffed 
mind, as the coach went towards Har- 
rifon*s, where I had ordered it to drive* 
The cruel fhock I had received gave 
jrife to frefh fears as I approached.-— 
*' Gracious heaven !*' cried I, " if thou 
haft taken one friend from me, thou 
doubtlefs haft fpared me the other ! 
Thou trieft man by misfortune, but 
doft not overwhelm him, thy goodnefs 
being ever proportionate to thy juftice* 
Should two fuch dreadful blows fall on 
. me, the trial would be too great, and 

I muft infallibly fink under it." 

Whe 
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When the coach flopped at Harrifon's 
houfc, I trembled as I afked if he was 
at home; but on the porter's anfwering^ 
in the affirmative, I felt as if I had been 
fuddenly relieved from an oppreflive 
weight. Without waiting to be an« 
nounccd, I rulhed before the fervant to 
my friend's apartment, and haflily open- 
ing the door, difcovered Harrifon feated 
by his wife, who was fuckling an infant, 
—At fight of me they both gave an ex- 
clamation of joy, — my friend flying to 
me, and throwing himfelf on my 
neck. 

After foroc moments of that ener- 
getic filence, which is the only expref- 
fion of hearts fo full of pleafureable 
ienfations as ours were at this meeting, 
*' Do I really embrace thee, my dear 

Lanfon/* 



GIL BLAS. 237 

Lanfon/' faid he; *' do I indeed behold 
the friend whofe death I have daily la- 
mented?" — "Yes, Harrifon/* replied 
I, ** 'tis truly, Lanfon, to whom you 
have ever been dear, and whofe forrows 
and misfortunes are all repaid by the 
pleafures of this moment. — Alas! my 
happinefs would be complete, had not 
heaven deprived me of a benefadlor, at 
the fame moment that it reftores me to 
a friend.*' 



At thefe words my eyes were fufFufed 
with tears. Harrifon partook my grief^ 
weeping with me the lofs of a. man who 
had fo many claims upon my aifedion. 
— When we had paid this tribute to the 
memory of Lord Warneck, and which 
he was fo truly worthy of, my friend 
informed me, that my generous patron^ 

on 
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on his return from India^ had been at- 
tacked with a lingering malady, which 
brought him to the grave ; — his under- 
Handing, talents, and virtues mgicing 
him univerfally regretted. — ^ Alas! who 
fo well as myfelf," interrupted I, " can 
declare the merit and virtues of Lord 
Warneck? Ah, my dear friend, why 
has fate fo foon cut the thread of this 
beneficent mortal's life, while fhc pro- 
longs thofe of an infinity of men who 
are ufelefs burthens on the earth, and 
a torment to their fellow creatures.*' — 
^' We are not permitted to feek into the 
decrees of Providence," replied Harri- 
fbn: — ** I have frequently remarked, 
that an early death often deprives us of 
thofe whofe underftanding and virtue 
place them above their fellows. It ap- 
pears as chough the Almighty only Ihewcd 

them 



GIL BLAS. 239 

them as models for us to imitate; andf^- 
not judging the earth long worthy of 
them, haftens to remove them ta a 
blefled immortality. — Men, like Lord 
Warneck, may be compared to light- 
ning, throwing, a gleam of brightnefs on 
frail humanity, and inftantly difap* 
pearing, 

ft 

After converfing for fome time on 
matters which fo ftrongly interefted our 
fenfibility, Harrifon turned the convert 
fation on my perfonal concerns, teflify- 
ing his curiofity to know how I had 
cfcapcdthe fhip wreck of Wilfon's rcfTeL 
I feated myfelf between my friend and 
his wife, and began giving this happy 
couple a circumftantial account of the 
different adventures which had befallen 
me fince I left England* 

Harrifon 



i 
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Harrifon frequently interrupted me to 
cxprefs how much my relation inte- 
refted and furprized him, declaring the 
greatcft pleafure when informed that 
Philips was yet living, and had until 
the prefent time been my conftant com- 
panion. 

When I told him of the block of gold 
which we had brought home> *' I know 
not," faid he, *' how to rejoice with 
you on this event, fince it deprives mc 
of the power of proving the fincerity 
of my friendfhip, by fharing my fortune 

« 

with you. — I embraced Harrifon : " I 
know your affedtion,** replied I, '* and 
can ealily form an idea how far it might 
have influenced your generofity; and 
owe you the fame obligations as though 
I had experienced its elFeds. 

When 



When I had eoAciuded tny f ecital^ my 
friend again declared his pleafureon fee* 
ing me fafe, after fo many dangers. He 
ihen informed me^ that his father had 
beeit dead near. a year; dropping, as he 
related it, a tear of filial piety to his 
memory. 

Harrifon infilled that I fhould rcmaiit 
at his houfe^ as I had done before my 
departure for India. After dinner he 
accompanied me to my inn, in order to 
fetch my cffedsi Here we found Philips, 
who I have already obferved was oa 
terms of friendfhip with him. They 
mutually declared their picafure at this 
ifnceting'; nor could I help obfcrving a 
peculiar air of fatisfaAion on the face 
of the lieutenant^ which left me no 
doubt that he had paid a fuccefsful vifit. 

Vol. IV. M In 
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In "efFeft, he informed me, that he had 
firft called on one of his relations^ who 
was a particular friend of Mifs Powers*s; 
from her he learned that lady was ftill 
unmarried, and though ftic imagined 
him loft in tjie wreck, had refufcd many 
fuitors. — " You may judge my pleafure 
on this information,** continued Philips: 
^ I inftantly left my relation, and flew 
to Mr. Powers, who was extremely 
aftonifh?d tofcc me, believing me dead. 
After giving him a (hort account of the 
manner in which I was faved, I informed 
him of the wealth I poffeffed, on which 
his wrinkled forehead became fmooth, 
and his manner afFeAionate ; though at 
my firft reception it had been rather 
cool. — He inftantly called his daughter, 
whofe pleafure at this unexpedled meet-, 
ing was almoft equal to mj own, both 

of 
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of US giving way to the tranfports of 
afFcdlion, which we were now no longer 
obliged to conceal. — In fhort, my mif- 
trefs confefled, that I had ever been dear 
to hen I have obtained the confent of 
her father, who has promifed to unite 
us as foon as the mourning for his wife, 
whom he has lately loft, is expired/' 

We congratulated Philips on his fuc- 
cefs, after which he accompanied us to 
Harrifon's, where we pafled the re- 
mainder of the day in that friendly com- 
munication of thought which cohftitutes 
the greateft delight of feeling hearts. 

The next day I accompapnied Philips 
to his intended fkther-in^lawlt, to ^hom 
we fold our block of ^d. for forty 
thoufand pounds ilerling; ia tlurd of 

M 2 which 
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ivhich Mr. Powers paid us in money, 
nnd the remainder in bank bills and 
other fecurities* We equally ihared thi* 
jum^ thus becoming poiTefrors of twenty^ 
thoufand pounds each* 



CHAR xir. 

Return to France. — An old affe&ion^ rem 

vived. 

X HE deju:h of Lord Wameck had 
made too deep an impreffibnonmy mind 
for it to be eafily eiffaced. — Notwith- 
flanding^ the confolations^iof my friends^ 
and their efforts to amufe me^ by de-« 
grees calmed my grief, — friend (hip in'- 
fcnfibly healing the wound that, the lofs 

of 
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©f ont fo cftimablc had made in mf - 
hearty leaving only the remcmbranct 
that I once poflcfled fo dear a friend.—* 
This fort of rccolledion impreflcs the 
mind with a melancholy which is neithef 
gloomy nor forrowful ;— -melting the foul 
without opprcding it^ and making us 
ihed tears that fo far from painfull arc 
one of the pleafurcs of fcnflbility, 

. After remaining fomc time with my 
friend Harrifon, I experienced a violent 
defire to return to France* The love of 
our native country, that lively and uni- 
verfal fentiment, is never to be dc- 
ftroyed» It is in vain that man is thrown 
into the world, and feparated far fromi 
his country by the viciffitudes to which 
human life is expofed. He ever rccaU 
to his mind^ with an emotion of pleaiiiig 

M 3 tcnderxiefiyp 
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tendcrncfs, the fpot where he received 
his breath; and after having ran over 
the globe» feen numerous nations, and 
different manners, his own country and 
fellow-citizens have ftill the preference 
i^n his heart ; — anxioufly wifhing, when 
his travek aie terminated, to return 
among them, and peacefully enjoy the 
fruits, of his labour.. 



Although the fife I Ted at Harrifbn's 
was perfedly agreeable, as I continually 
enjoyed the company of my deareft 
friend, yet I could not determine to 
fettle in England; — ^the manners and 
cuftoms of the Englifti are too different 
from ours for a Frenchman to eftablifti 
himfelf among them without fome pow- 
erful motive. Befide, to fix among a 
people is to adopt their opinions and 

prejudices ; 
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prejudices ; — to confound your mtcrcft 
■with theirs ; — to refolve to have the fame 
friendlhipsj and the fame hatredi? : and 
Vhere is the Frenchman who could fud- 
denly become the enemy of his country, 
lince the rivalftiip which reigns between 
. the two powers ib frequently caufe war 
and bloodfhed i 

By fettling in England I Ihould have 
been guilty of treafon to my country^ 
and facrificed one of the mofl: facred 
obligations, to the pleafure of living 
with a. friend. Harrifon was far from 
wiftiing me to make fuch a facrifice, 
well knowing, that among the various 
duties that man has to fulfil in fociety^ 
there are fome more weighty than the. 
reft, and to which all others Ihould 
yield. Of this number are the duties of 

M 4 a citizen J J 
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a citizen ;— failing in which, to fatisf^ 
any particular affedion, is far more 
blameable than praifeworthy. The 
friendfliip of Harrifon, therefore^ only 
fuffered him to perfuade me to prolong 
my ftay fome time in England. 

Another motive was alfo added to 
that already mentioned, which recalled 
me to France. The image of Adelaide^ 
whom I had fo tenderly loved, was even 
yet engraven at the bottom of my heart. 
Time, diftance, and the diflferent viciC- 
fitudes I had experienced, had, as ic 
were, drawn a veil over it; but lincc 
I found myfelf nearer to her, my ima- 
gination prefented her a hundred timea 
a day. The remembrance of my love, 
•—the tender return it had met with, — 
the delightful moments I had pafTed with 

Adelaide, 
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Adelaide^ all ruihed upon my heart with 
jredoubled force, renewing my paffion, 
and exciting my mod lively intereft for 
her. — In fhort, all concurred to make 
me dcfire to behold one from whom I 
had been fo long feparated; to know 
how Ihe was fituated> and whether Ihc 
wa« happy. — Although I thought her 
loft for ever, I reprefented to myfelf 
the pleafure (he would experience in 
feeing me ; hoping to meet in her tender 
friendlhip a recompence for the forrows 
I had endured. — Thus^ in idea, enjoying 
the delights of a virtuous and dilinte- 
jrefted afFcdtion* 

Thefe reflexions particularly cm- 
ployed my thoughts, when I found my- 
felf alone with Harrifon and his wife, 
and was witnefs to the happinefs of that 

M 5 dcferving 
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deferving pair.—" How bleft are they V* 
faid I to myfclf : ** marriage has but 
^ncreafed their love. They have the 
fame inclinations, — the fame afFedlions; 
the fruit of their tendernefs being a 
frefh tie to their union, while their fen- 
fibility and goodnefs of heart is a fure 
warrant of the duration of the harmony 
that reigns between them. Thus will 
their days glide fmoothly on to old age, 
when their children will watch over 
them, the pleafures of paternity re- 
placing thofe of their youth ; and when 
at length death fteals on them, they 
will enjoy the confolation of leaving 
themfelves revived in their pofterity. — 
Alas, fuch happinefs was not referved 
for me, fince the^ only perfon who could 
have beftowed/ it, and to whom my 
he^rt was united by the triple bond •f 

love. 
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love, fy mpathy, and efteem, is torn for 
ever from me.- 



Thefe ideas, which frequently took 
pofleflion of me, opprefled me with a 
melancholy that I in vain endeavoured 
to difpel. Harrifon foon difcovered it, 
•and attributing the caufe.to a defire of 
returning to France, no longer fought 
to detain me. — " Go, my friend,'* faid 
he : ** return to that fmiting and fer- 
tile country, where gaiety and pleafure 
have taken up their abode 5 — where man 
knows bell how to enjoy the delights 
of fociety. — Haftentd thofe amiable fel- 
low-citizens, whofe cheerfulnefs diftin- 
guilhes how to gather the rofes of life 
without wounding themfelves with the 
thorns. — Go to that charming city in 
. which we both received life;^ — vifit.fpr 

M 6 , me 
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mc the flowery, meadows^ where we 
fported with our companions in th^t 

happy age, when all is enjoyment to ' 
man;— when he knows no confuming 
cares, and neither tEe torments of love 
or ambition difturb him.— Live therf;, 
my dear Lanfon^ in the bofom of the 
pured felicity, and fometimes think of 
your friend!" 

The emotion of Harrifon filled his 
eyes with tears. — ** I will not deny,** 
faid I, " that I have thcgreateft defire to 
vifit France, and the fpot where I re- 
ceived my being. Judge of my heart 
hy your own: 'tis the moft flattering 
manner of knowing it* But, my dear 
Harrifon, what fliould prevent you en- 
joying the fame fatisfa^ion ^ Accom- 
pany me : yx>ur wife will eafily confent. 
6 Your 
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Your inclinations are fimilar^ and the 
fan)C dcfires guide both.'* — '^ I have 
often thought of it/* replied hc; ** *tis 

the wifh ncareft my heart. For however 
fincerely attached to my new country^ 

I have always preferved a lively afFedlion 
for my old one. It is that very affedlioit 
which prevents me at the prefcnt time 
from accepting your offer ; as it is the 
intereft of both kingdoms that I ihould 
not abfcnt myfelf at this crifis. — You 
know I am a member of the Houfe of 
Commons. A numerous fadion are 
ufing their utmoft efforts to rekindle the 
flame of war, which is fo lately extin- 
guifhed. 'Tis therefore my duty to 
remain here, and endeavour to fecond 
the attempts of the contrary party to 
prefervc peace. I do not flatter myfelf 
with having much intereft in the delibt* 

ratio 
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rations, but one voice is frequently fuf- 
iicient to preponderate the balance ; and 
ihould I quit London in fo elTential a 
moment, muft certainly fail in my duty 
as a citizen, rendering myfelf in fome 
meafure refponfible for the confequences ; 
for I fincerely think to ferve England 
as much as France in oppofing this war, 
which cannot but be prejudicial to both 
ftates, whatever may be its iffue. — — 
You fee, therefore, that an obligation 
yet ftronger than that which engages 
you to return to France, determines me 
to remain in England. However, as 
foon as the intereft of my country .fhall 
have no need of my prefence, I will 
repair thither with my wife, who has 
the greateft deiire to fee that beautiful 
kingdom. If my hopes are realifed, that 
cpocha cannot be far diftant;** 

I I wa» 
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I was delighted to find my friend's 
intentions fo conformable to my own 
defires; and after remaining fome days 
longer in London^ took leave of him 
and his amiable wife. I did not quit 
Philips without extreme forrow, — ^that 
•faithful companion of my folitude, who 
was fo truly worthy my attachment. — 
For Harrifon and his lady, the hope of 
feeing them foon again fweetened the 
bitternefs of our feparation. 

From London I went to Dover, from 
whence I croffed to the continent, pur- 
chafing a poft-chaife at Calais, immi. 
diately continuing my journey, deter- 
mining not to make any flay until I 
fhould arrive at Paris. 

Ilud 
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I hadr<^folved to pafs fome days in that 
capital, before I returned to my native 
city, hoping to receive an anfwcr there 
to a letter which I had written to Zulem 
from London. My impatience to hear 
from that fincere friend not fuffering me 
to make the leaft flay in any of the townft 
I paiTed through* 

Arrived at St. Dennis, I had Juft got 
out of the chaife until the horfes were 
changed ; when a coach flopped before 
the poft-hcKife, and a lady followed by^ 
a female attendant alighted : — they were 
both drefled in mourning,, the lady's 
face wrapped in a large hood which con- 
cealed it. An involuntary fentimcnf, 
ftronger than a fimple emotion of curi- 
©fity, made me wifli to fteal a look at 
her; and therefore^ advancing rather 

beibre 
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before lier, I gained a glimpfc of her 
features. — But, guefs my furprize, oa 
difcovering Adelaide, or rather Madame 
de St. Geran, which, was the name of 
the nobleman that Mademoifclk dc 
Undrimont had married. 

It would be Impoflible for me to de- 
fcribe the different fenfations that fud- 
denly agitated my foul at the fight of 
one who had been fodear; their multl-^ 
plicity and violence for fomc moments 
deprived me of my faculties, and I 
remained motionlefs in an extafy of joy 
and aftonifhment. 

An exclamation that had efcaped me 
attraded the attention of Madame de 
St. Geran ; and though I was doubtlefs 
greatly altered by age and travelling, 

fiic 
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flic inftantly recollcdcd me, Withafur^ 
prize equal to my own. 

After fome moments of the moft elow 
quent filence, — " Permit me, madam,** 
faid I, ** to declare the pleafure I expe- 
rience from this agreeable though un- 
cxpefted meeting. It is now ten years 
fince a melancholy neceflity obliged me 
to leave my country, during which not 
a fingle day has pafled without thinking 
of you ; that remembrance being the 
moft pleafing occupation of my mind, 
as my love once was the moft delightful 
fentiment of my heart." — *' Do not 
imagine," replied Adelaide, ** that I on 
my part could forget you, though a 
cruel duty obliged me to ftifle thofe 
fentiments fo dear to me. I ftill pre- 
ferved the moft lively intereft for yoa; 

nor 
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hor was I even the laft in enquiring after 
your happinefs. But (added (he) this 
place is not proper for long converfa- 
tions, if you choofe to accompany me 
we will enter into a more minute 
detail." 

The propofal of Adelaide agreed too 
well with my own wifhes, for me not to 
accept it with tranfport, I therefore 
prefented her my hand, and led her into 
an apartment * provided for her re- 
ception. 

While Madame de St. Geran was tak- 
ing off her cloak and hood, I had time 
to confider hen Though fhe was paft 
the firft bloom of youth, her features 
were but little altered, her complexion 
being as clear as at eighteen. The 

rofes^ 
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rofes that formerly enlivened it were 
only a little paler, which however had 
no other efFed on the whole but making 
it the more irtterefting. The colour of 
her drefs al(b heightened her natural 
delicacy, giving her an air of languor 
that it was impoflible to look upon with^i^ 
dut emotion. 

After having for fome moments en- 
joyed the pleafure of contemplating 
features which my heart foon identified 
with thofe that were fo ftrongly en- 
graven on it, " A thoufand times/* 
cried I, " be bleft the happy chance that 
has procured me a felicity after which I 
fo long have fighed. But may I prefumc 
to afk you where you are travelling?** 
•— " I am going,'* replied fhci *• to an 
cilate which I have near Beauvais, and. 

where 
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where I mtend rcfnaimng until; the ex^ 
piration of my mourning." 

I had feveral titatca ffncje we met bcMt 
QA the point of aikhig Adehiide fbJ^ 
whonx fhe: wac; in mournings buC hadt 
been retrained by a fear that my con-^ 
jec^ures were without foundatioi^ tremvi 
bling left her anfwer, fhould deftiK>y the 
fay of hope which had beamed on m^ 
heart on, feeing her &ble drefsi; how^ 
eyef J.I could; no- h>dg<r bear the toi^miintJ^ 
cdf fufpeiife :-r-^' And whqfo lo6>,madaiHj, 
do you mourn?** interrupted li Wth an 
-emotion of curiolity that 1 could not 
fctaini— -'^ Of my huiband,** replied 
Adela^e^ with a iigh: ** M. de Geran 
btfibeen dead thefbJix months^) from. the 
confequences: of ccvexUieatii^ himfelf 
in hunting*.'^ 

I endea« 
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, I endeavoured to conceal within my- 
felf the pleafurc I experienced from this 
news, well knowing it was no time to 
flicw it ; and refpeding the grief of a 
woman whom I ''knew to be invariably 
attached to her duty, I teflified my 
concern for her lofs. Although Madame 
de St. Geran might think that I could 
not be forry for the death of a man 
whom I muft look upon as a detefted 
rival, fhe appeared fatisfied with the 
manner in which I difguifed my fatif- 
fa<ftion, and paid what was due to neceC- 
fary decorum. 

After difcourfing for fbme time on 
this event, Adelaide turned the conver- 
fation on what had befallen me, appear- 
ing defirous to be informed of my ad- 
ventures. I was too eager to oblige her 

not 
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not to relate them immediately, begin- 
ning my recital from the time when the 
will of her father, and her own intere(l, 
forced me to depart. 1 defcribed to her 
the agonies I fufFered on this feparation, 
— how much my heart had felt on fuch 
a facrifice, — the ftroke of thunder the 
information of her marriage had been 
to me, — and the gloomy melancholy 
that had afterwards fucceeded it, which 
the tender confolations of Lord Warneck 
could fcarcely moderate. 

Adelaide liftened to me with the utmoft 
attention, her eyes fixed on mine, and 
appearing to devour my difcourfe. The 
defcription of my defpair and forrow 
occalioned her an emotion which teftified 
itfelf on her features, and was to me a 
happy omen. When I came to my ad^ 

venture 
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venture with the fair Spaniard^ I was in 
the greateft cmbarraflment ; my tongue 
cleaved to the roof of my mouth, I 
feared to appear culpable in the eyes of 
Adelaide, and that my infidelity would 
deftroy the favourable fentiments, and 
even the efteem fee had preferved for 
me* Notwithllanding, I could not re-« 
folve to difguifc the truth with a^ fiilfe* 
hood. 



Adelaide remarked my" perplexity^ 
and the beginning of the recital of the 
intrigue having made her gueft the 
caufc,!—^*' Fear not," faid (he,, with an 
air of kindnefs, '' to confer a weaknefg 
which is not even reckoned one in the 
eyes of the world. — You owed me 
nothing, fince I had given myfelf to 
ailoth«r. My marriage, in relcafing 

yoiA 



you from your oaths, left you at liberty 
to difpofe of your heart.** 

I continued my narrative, after thank- 
ing Adelaide for her indulgence. When 
1 came to my (hipwreck, and refidence 
in the ifland, — ^^ How often," faid I, 
** did I think of you in that folitude?*' 
*' Alas, (exclaimed I,) if my beloved 
Adelaide was with me in this dcfert, it 
would poflefs a thoufand charms, and I 
could fpend the remainder of my life 
in it, without ever regretting for a 
nK)ment the commerce of mankind.'* 



Madame de St. Geran was moved. I 
faw the tears fall from her eyes; but 

when I mentioned the riches I had 

« 

brought back, the moft lively pleafurc 

took poflcflion of her- features. — " At 

Vol. IV. N length. 
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length, my dear Lanfon/* faid (he, 
*' heaven has recompenced your virtues ; 
and after having experienced all the 
viciflitudes of fate, you will pafs the 
remainder of your days in happinefs and 
cafe.** — ** Ah, madam/* interrupted I, 
" can you think that riches alone arc 
fufficient to make man happy ? Doubt- 
Icfs not. The pleafures procured from 
fenfibility by far exceed the enjoyments 
which wealth can give; the truth of 
which I this moment perfedly feel. — 
Yes, madam, (added I, with a tranfport 
that I could not fupprefs,) I would wil- 
lingly relinquifh all my riches to recal 
to your heart thofe fentiments which 
formerly conftituted my happinefs. It 
appears hardly a moment fince we have 
met, and yet that jnoment has been 
fufficient to re-animate in full force that 

ardent 



k 



eiL BLAS, 267 

ardent paflion you long fincc infpired, 
and vvhofe remembrance has ever beefi 
dear to my heart. Speak, madam ; de- 
cide my fate: — my fortune and hand arc 
at your feet. May I hope you will 
deign to accept them ?'* 

After fome moments filencc, " I can- 
not avoid declaring," faid Ihe, ^^ that I 
am truly fcnfible of the affedion you 
profefs for me, but at prefent it is not 
fitting that I Ihould reply to it. — It 
would be infulting the memory of 
my hufband, and forgetting what is 
due to myfelf, to yield my heart up to 
tendernefs, at a time when fenfibility 
demands my tears for my late lofs." — 
** I refped your forrow too much, ma- 
dam,'* faid I, " to endeavour to intrude 
upon it. I well know what is owing to 

N 2 the ^.^ 
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the memory of a hufband ; but permit me 
only to hope : fufFer me to vifit you fomc- 
times in your retreat, and after the expi- 
ration of your mourning to endeavour to 
regain your heart. You are at prefent 
miftrefs of my fate, my future happinefs 
being entirely in your hands." — " Your 
requeftis too reafonable forme to hefitatc 
in granting it/* replied Madame de St. 
Geran : '* you know my heart, Lanfon : 

» 

never will it refufe.you anything that is 
not contrary to its duty. Vifit me fome- . 
times at Beauvais : I fhall fee you with 
pleafure. Your friendfhip is dear to 
me : depend on mine. — That fentiment, 
which is all I can grant at this moment, 
will doubtlefs fatisfy you, as it docs not 
forbid you expedling one more con- ' 
formable to your wifhes.'* . 

This 
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This anfwer gave me the greateft 
pleafure, renovating in my heart the 
hope of a pure and lafting felicity, after 
which I fo long had fighcd ; or rather, 
this moment was the firft of my hap- 
piness. 

Our converfation lafted until fupper. , 
Madame de St. Gcran defired me to take 
Ihare of hers, an offer I accepted with 
tranfport. As her waiting-maid was 
prefent, we difcourfed on indifferent 
fubje<fts, but our eyes were fufficiently 
expreffive. I read in thofe of Adelaide 
that fhe was no lefs delighted than my- 
felf at this meeting ; and though fhe 
encfcavoured to conceal her fatisfadliori, 
they declared enough to confirm my 
hope of foon changing her friendfhip 
into a more tender ientiment. 
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It was midnight before I retired. I 
was too much tranfported, too much 
fatisfied to fleep, but was well repaid for 
that deprivation by the multitude of 
agreeable ideas that prefented themfelves 
to my imagination. The ipiage of my 
beloved Adelaide did not quit me a fingle 
inftant. I reprefented to myfelf the fe- 
licity I fhould enjoy.—-" At length/' 
faid I, *^ I (hall be happy. It has only 
been deferred : and the misfortunes that 
have preceded it will only ferve to make 
me doubly fenfible of the delights of 
my new cxiftence. 

The next morning, after breakfafling 
with Madame de St. Geran, I was fcKcd 
to tear myfclf from her. I wifhed to 
have accompanied her to her eftate, but 
file gave me to underftand how greatly 

fuch 
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fuch a ftep was contrary to the decorum 
of her fituation, entreating me alfo to 
defer my firft vilit for a few weeks. — I 
therefore led her to her coach, preflcd 
her hand, and bade her farewell. 



CHAP. XIII. 

^be condu^ of a good wife. 

i Immediately continued my journey 
^o Paris. My firft care on my arrival 
was to fend to the jpoft-houfe, where I 
hs^^o doubt I fhould find a lettejf from 
Zutienl, but was much furprized on 
havJng my expecflation dirapp6ih^.-4- 
Uneafy at a filence, the motive of which 
I could not divine, I determined to write . 

N 4 againM 
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again, waiting an anfwer with all the 
impatience of alarmed friendfhip^ 

My hapj^ meeting with Adelaide, by 
rcftoring that hope to my heart which it 
had fo long been deprived of, made me 
defer my projedled journey to my native 
city. I therefore wrote to my family, 
of whom I had received no news for fo 
long a time. After having briefly ex- 
plained the reafons of my filence, I in- 
formed them of my prefcnt opulence, 
accompanying my letter with a bill of 
exchange for ten thoufand livres, drawn 
on one of the firft bankers of Paris. 



f 



After having acquitted myfelf of fo 
facrcd a duty, I thought of the bell and 
moft advantageous means of placing my 
fortune, in which, however, I found 

little 
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little difficulty in fo large a city. This 
bulinefs fettled, I found myfelf pofleffor 
of twenty-four thoufand livrcs yearly 
income, well and properly fecured. I 
now began to make ufe of the wealth 
which Providence had granted me. I 
hired a handfome hotel, which I fur- 
ni(hed with the greateft elegance ; — be- 
fpoke two carriages in the neweft 
fafhion ; — engaged a number of fer- 
vants ;— in (hort, completly fettled my 
houfehold. 

A 

One day that I was walking before 
dinner in the gardens of* the Palais 
Royal, I perceived in the midft of a 
croud two very well drefled men, whofe 
features inftantly ftruck me. Drawing 
near to them, what was my aftonifhment 
on difcovering Zulem, and the Marquis, ^ 

N 5 his^ 
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his brother-in-law. — Flying to them, 
embracing the Marquis, and fnatching 
my friend to my arms, was but the 
bufinefs of a moment. The pleafure of 
Zulem, who was truly attached to me, 
was beyond all bounds. — ** Do I once 
more behold you, my dear Lanfon?'* 
exclaimed he: ." you, whom I thought 
loft for ever. For death alone, I ima- 
gined, could have made you forget your 
friend.*' — " I had not forgot you," re- 
plied I : " and my filence will ceafe to 
aftonifti you, when informed of the 
caufe. But (added I) by what happy 
x:hance do I find you at Paris ?' • 

Zulem then informed me .that the 
Marquis had received a commiflion from 
the King to the court of France, and 
that himfclf had feized that opportunity 

to 
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to fee a kingdom of which he had 
formed fo flattering an idea, and alfo to 
renew his enquiries after me, — thofe he 
had already made both in Spain and 
England being fruitlefs. — " Judge, then; 
how much I congratulate myfelf on 
havmg madethis journey," added Zulem, 
" lince it has occafioned me to meet 
you, when I defpaired of evdr feeing 
you more.** 

I again embraced my friend Zulem, 
teftifying how fenfible I was of his affec- 
tion, entreating him to inform me of 
the health of his fpoufe and Rofette.— 
' "They are here,'* replied he, '* and 
Antonio aIfo> and will be agreeably 
furprized to fee you/' — " Let us haften 
to your hotel,'* faid I, interrupting 

N 6 him. 
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him,—** I am impatient to embrace 
them.'* 

We left the Palais Royal immediately, 
and drove to their houfe, — the Marquis 
going before to inform the ladies. We 
had no fooner reached the ftaircafe, than 
they all ran to meet us, Rofette tTirowing 
herfclf on my neck. I claiped that 
amiabte woman in my arms, our mutual 
fatisfaftion being fo great that we were 
for fome moments unable to articulate 
it. The Marchipncfs and Hortenfia 
were not lefe pleafed to fee me ; as for 
Antonio, he declared his fatisfadlion 
with that warmth and cordiality that 
charaderifed him. 



Our firft tranfports over, we entered 
into the moft pleafing communication. 

*'But;' 
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*• But/* faid I to Zulem, " though the 
pleafure of meeting fo many friends has 
for a time totally employed my heart, 
yet I cannot avoid remarking that one 
is wanting. — Where is Muley?'* 

At this queftion the eyes of Zulem 
were filled with tears. '* Alas,*' replied 
he, with a deep figh, " it is almoft a 
year fince we loft him» Hfe died in my 
arms. Not a day paffes but we deplore 
his death. But perhaps you will nor 
be difpleafed to hear in a more circum- 
ftantial manner what has happened fince 
you left Naples. 

" The affliftion your departure caufed 
us had hardly fubfided,** continued 
Zulem, " when the veflel that had taken 
you to Cadiz returned to the bay of 

Naplc 
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Naples. I was no (boner informed of 
it than I flew to the port, aflured that 
the captain muft have brought me a 
a. letter. But, guefs my aftonifliment, 
when I arrived on the coaft to fee in the 
boat, which had juft come to fhore, the 
captain, accompanied by my uncle 
Muley. I could not, at firft fight, be* 
licve my eyes, but was foon convinced 
of its reality by my uncle's knowing 
me, notwithftanding my difference of 
drefs; and running to me, he threw 

himfelf into my arms, addrefling me in 
the tendered manner. 

" I received his careffes almofl me- 
chanically, my mind being bewildered 
with the Angularity of this event. I 
could not comprehend how Muley came 
to Naples j and why, inftead of the re- 
proaches 



GIL BLAS^ 279 

preaches I might havp cxpeded on fuch 
an occaficMi, he teftified fo much ten- 
dernefs. My uncle at length folve<J 
this enigma, by informing me of the 
taking of the corfair that he com- 
jnanded, by the veflel on which you 
was on board ; and alfo, that by your 
exhortations and difcourfe, you had dc* 
tcrmined him to relinquifh the Maho- 
metan faith, and come and live with 
me. 



•* Tranfported with joy at this infor^ 
mation, I conduced my uncle home, pre- 
fenting him to the Marquis, my Ipoufe, 
and other friends. After his conver- 
fion was known, he was every whefe 
received with the greateft*refpe<3:; for; 
Muley, enlightened by the true faith^ 
was bcconac ^ very diffejrcnjt charadler, 

The^ 

M 
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The love he had for Hortenfia changed 
into a pure and tender friendlhip, which 
fhe being foon convinced of, returned 
it with fincerity and attention. 

•* Some days after his arrival he was 
baptized, with the fame fplendor as was 
obferved at mine. — Muley lived with us 
three years, and far from regretting his 
country, appeared perfectly happy in 
his prefent ftate. On our part, we 
omitted nothing to render his (ituation 

pleafing. 

" Ourdays thus pafled in tranquillity, 
the fociety of each other being our 
greateft enjoyment. — In ihort, the only 
thing that difturbed our happinefs was 
the uneafinefs we experienced on your 
account ; when my uncle was attacked 

with 
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•with a dangerous fever, which in eight 
days brought him to the grave. His 
death was truly exemplary. You may 
judge the grief it c^ufed me: and it 
was as much to divert my forrow, as 
for the motives I have already informed 
you of, that I accompanied my brother- 
in-law to Paris." 

Zulem having concluded, entreated 
me to inform him the reafon of my long 
lilcnce, the whole company appearing 
equally curious on that fubjed:. I im-» 
mediately began a recital of all that had 
happened me, which was, however, 
often broken upon by the exclamations 
of furprize and tendernefs of my hearers. 
When I had concluded, they all con- 
gratulated me on my wealth, and alio 

01 
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on my happy meetings with Madame dc 
St. Geran. 

I pafled the remainder of the day with 
my friends^ and on the following re* 
ceivcd their vifit, when I treated them 
in the moft fumptuous manner. We 
kept up this agreeable intercourfe until 
the time when Madame de St. Geran 
'had permitted me to vifit her; and I 
was too impatient to fee her to let an 
hour elapfe beyond it. Having takea 
leave of my friends^ I fet oiF on horfe- 
l>ack with only one attendant^ alighting 
at an inn about half a league from the 
caille of Madame de St. Geran. 

I continued my way on foot, my heart 

beating with uncommon violence.-^— The 

l^^re idea of feeing my beloved Adelaide 

^jj^ over- 
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overwhelming my mind with the mod 
delightful fenfations. Arrived at a fhort 
diftance from the caftle, I perceived 
Madame de St. Geran walking with a 
book in her hand under fome trees that 
formed an avenue. I approached un- 
feen, contemplating her in a. filence of 
admiration and delight Adelaide ap- 
peared entirely taken up with the fubje(3: 
fhe was reading, until a fmall noife I 
made Ihook her from her meditation* 
At fight of me her features aflumed ap. 
air of cheerfulnds, and a charming 
jDoaile added to her beauty.— •* Pirdon 
me, madam/' faid I, accoflii^ her» 
** for difturbing you from a fubjedl 
'which appeared fo greatly to inter^ft 
you."—" The interruption is too agrecr 
able for me to regret the refteddons it has 

deprived 



y 



284 THE FRENCH 

dqprived mc of,'* replied Madame de 
St. Geran. 



We now entered the caftle, where 
after taking fome refrefhment, we began 
a converfation in which our hearts bore 
a material part. Age, in augmenting 
the acquirements of Adelaide, had alfo 
given extent and depth to h6r under*- 
Handing. She expreffed herfelf with 
the greateft grace and facility, yet her 
difcourfe poflefled none of that volu- 
bility, fmall talk, play on words, or 
infipid witticifms, that form the con- 
verfation of the greater part of the 
fa (hionable fair ones. The converfation 
of Madame de St. Geran was both folid 
and inftrudlive j-^her refledions jufl and 
ffenfible, feeking no far-fetched ideas to 
drefs her difcourfe, yet ever difclofing 

her 



OIL BLAS. 285 

her thoughts with the utmoft accuracy. 
In fhort, fhe at once gratified both the 
eyes and ears. 

In this firft vifit I did not dare men- 
tion love, but my eyes fufficiently de- 
clared it, nor did I think their expreflion 
difpleafed Adelaide, — ^^Some hours had 
elapfed in this delightful manner, when 
Madame de St. Geran reminded me, 
that decorum required I Ihould retire. 
After Jhiavi.ng obtained permiflion to vifit 
her aga^ui, in three days, I took leave 
and returh^Ei to Paris. 



■4 .- 



This fecond interview augmented my 
affedion for Madame de St. Geran, 
whom I. foon loved as diftradedly as I 
had formerly done; but my paffion now 
bore the impreflion of my age : it was 

more 
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more tranquil, and though not leis 
lively, no longer announced itfelf by 
thofe ardent tranfports, — thofe violent 
cxplofions, that frequently weaken in- 
ftead of ftrengthenihg our fenfibility, 
and which from conftantly exerting the 
faculties of the foul, often conclude by 
blunting them entirely. 

During the r^mkinder of Madame 
de St. Geran's inourning, not a week 
palTcd without my yifiting her. I foon 
difcovered the progrefs I had made in 
her heart, and fpeedily obtained the 
avowal, Madame de St. Geran thus be- 
coming once more my Adelaide, tn 
one of thefe converfations, in which our 
hearts communicated with that open-^ 
nefs which befpeaks yet more than reci- 
procal confidence, Adelaide confefled 

that 



that even during her marriage my image 
had frequently prefented itfclf to her 
imagination. *' Forced/* continued fhe, 
** to fubmit to the will of a father, I 
facrificed my tendernefs to duty ; but it 
was far eafier to give my hand to M. dc 
St. Geran, than to give him my heart; 
without feeling a peculiar averfion for 
him, yet I could not love the man who 
was the caufe of my misfortune, not- 
withftanding I conftrained myfelf, en- 
deavouring, to fupply> by refpedl and 
attention, thaf tendernefs which my 
heart could not feel for M. de St. Geiah. 

^ In the whole time of our marriage 
I ^fras ever careful to maintain this con- 
dudt. Fortunately, my hufband ex- 
peded nothing further; for as he cer- 
tainly married me as much through 
3 convenience 

.: 4 
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convenience as love, he was not unjuft 
enough to require a fentiment from me 
that he himfclf did not feel, or at moft 
very (lightly. 

" We lived during four years in the 
utmoft harmony, at which period my 
father dying, I inherited a confiderable 
fortune. Some time after his death, I 
remarked that my huflband became care- 
lefs in his affairs, was frequently abroad, 
and often remained out all night. I at 
firft thought it my duty to leave him 
mafter of his adlions, as he did not inter- 
fere with mine: however, his abfences 
became more and more frequent ; and I 
at length was informed by a lady, who 
was my friend, that M. de St. Geran 
had for fome time paft given himfelf 

wp 
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up to gaming, having loft fcvcral con- 
fiderable funis* 

*' I then determined to make fome 
reprefentations to my hufband on the 
fubjedt. He received them as a man 
convinced o£ his error, confefling to mc 
that fome young men belonging to the 
court, had drawn him into gaming par- 
ties ;— that at firft he had only played 
through complaifance, and for paftime, 
but that by little and little it had fo 
completely infatuated him, that it was 
now become almoft as neceflary as the 
air he breathed. I made him promife 
to decline in future viiiting thofe places 
where fo many citizens meet deftrudionj^ 
and to endeavour to furmount a paflion^ 
the fatal effeds of which he was well 
acquajinted with. 

Vot. IV. O *« M. d 
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•• M. dc St. Geran kept his word for 
near a months but at the expiratioa of 
that term began to play again with his 
ufual ill fortune. I renewed my repre- 
fentations, employed both entreaties and 
tears, but all was ufelefs; play had 
gained fuch an afcendancy over him, 
that nothing could diiTuade him from 
it : the hope of regaining what he had 
loft perpetually engaging him to frelh 
ventures, fo thau in lefs than a year 
almoft his whole fortune, and great part 
of mine, were diflipated. 

*• Diftradled to fee my hufband thus 
heedlcfsly running to ruin, I knew not 
what method to adopt to prevent the 
blow. I was in this fituation, when one 
evening that I had determined to make 
a final attempt to difiuade M. de St. 

Gcran 

7 



Ccran from play, he came home in a 
ftate that frightened me. His drefs was 
in the utmoft diforder, — his eyes were 
wild,— his features* exprelTed the deeped 
defpair,-7and the only words he uttered 
were dreadful imprecations. 

" Though I had no doubt but he had 
tnct with fome confiderable lofs, I en- 
deavoured to calm his agitation, and 
entreated him to difclofc the caufe of his 
grief. He was for fome time filent, his 
eyes fixed on the ground ; or, if re- 
moYed from thence, giving thofe finifter 
glances that too thily exprefled the 
trouble that reigntd in his foul. At 
length, flnJcing off this gloomy con« 
umpbtion,*-* Madam/ faid he, • your 
l^indncft piercea me to the heart, and 
xnakes xnc dwbly ftel the fuU extent of 
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my fault. Ceafe to beftow your atten- 
tion on a man who is unworthy of it. 
All is loft for mc. Death is my only 
refource.' Saying thefe words^ M. dc 
St, Geran made a movement of diftrac- 
tion that filled me with alarm. 



^' Ixaught him by the arm, entreating 
him with tears to open his heart to me. 
* Ah, madam,' replied he, an emotion 
of tendernefs ftruggling with the gloom 
that hung upon his features, • my mifl 
fortune is greater than you can poflibly 
imagine; but as you muft fooner or 
later be informed of it, at your defire I 
.will difclofe it now.* M. deSt. Geran 
then informed me, that having been in- 
vited to dinner at the Countefs of 

's, he had drank rather more 

than ufual ; that after dinner J^qr had 

fat 



far down to play, and being warm wi,th 
wine, he had flaked imprudently, and 
with his ufual ill fuccefs, not only lofing 
all his ready money, but alfo the fum 
of a hundred thoufand crowns upon 
honour. — * You well know,' continued 
he, * that play-debts are" held facred, 
and I am inevitably difhonoured if this 
is not paid in three tlays.* 

"I leave you to judge my grief at 
this fatal information. The fortune my 
hufband had remaining was not near 
fuflficicnt to pay fo confiderable a fum ; 
it was therefore neceflary that I ihould - 
relinquifh a part of mine. However, 
as I could not hefii[$te between my own 
ruin and the difhonour of M. dc St. 
Geran^ I fold feveral houfes left me by 
my father, alfo my jewels and a part of 

O 3 md 
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furniture, putting away all toy fervanti 
but my waiting-maid, ccx>k, and one 
footman, alfo my carriage and horfes. 
As I was neceflitated to raife this money 
in hafte, the buyers had all at a very low 
price. — In fhort, after paying the hun- 
dred thoufand crowns, we had nothing 
remaining but this eftate^ and a fmall 
houfe at Paris. 



•* I fupported with patience this fiid- 
den change in my fortune, but it was 
far different with M. de St. Gcran. I 
foon difcovered that a gloomy melan- 
choly undermined his conftitution, and 
did my utmofl endeavours to difpel it, 
but in vain ; it became daily more ?io« 
lent, and in about fir months after the 
lofs he had fuftained, he was feized with 
a fever that was fatal in eight days, 

^^ Although 
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** Altfaoi^h X had never loved M. dc 
St. Geran^ and he was in fome meafure 
both the author of my unhappinefs and 
ruin, yet I could not help fincercly 
lamenting him. To complete my mif- 
fortune, a daughter/that I had by him, 
and who I tenderly loved, died fome 
weeks after him of the fmalUpox. This 
double lofs caufed me the utmofl grief. 
I refolvcd to retire to this eftate for the 
remainder of- my life, determined never 
more to marry. I had the lefs difficulty 
in forming this refolution,'' continued 
Adelaide, tenderly, ** as I never ex- 
peded to fee you more, but that you . 
was loft to me for ever.*' 

I Uftened to Madame de St. Geran 
with the utmoft attention, her recital 
having penetrated me with rcfped. I 

O 4 admired 
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admired the fortitude ihe had ihewn in 
her misfortunes^ and the generous effort 
fhe had made to fave the honour of her 
hufband^ — a, man whom fhe did not 
love, and who had given^her fuch jufl 
caufe of complaint. In a tranfport of 
admiration, ** Adorable woman V* ex- 
claimed I^ •* incomparable wife ! what 
man is worthy to pofTefs you ? I knew 
your hearty and knew it capable of the 
noblefl efforts; but fuch greatnefs of 
foul, — ^fuch difinterefled gcnerofity, fur- 
paflTes even my idea, and exceeds all 
praife. No, I do not merit a heart like 
yours, which is a never-failing fpring 
of the fublimeft virtues, and the moft 
pure, tender, and generous fentiments." 
" Your partiality for me, Lanfon,'* re- 
plied Madame de St. Geran, ** exagge- 
rates a condud which is far from extra- 

ordinary^ 
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Ordinary. A woman who does no more 
than duty demands^ is far from defcrv* 
ing the appellation of virtuous ; and it 
is .very certain, that the facrifice I made 
for my hufband was nothing more, la 
an union fo near as marriage, where all 
intcrefts arc conncd:ed, — where the for* 
row or joy of the one fhould be that of 
the other, can we, or (hould we exadlly 
adhere to the formalities prefcribed by 
law ? Surely not. There are other obli- 
gations that are contracted by marriage, 
among which that of facrificing not only 
wealth but happinefs to each other, is 
an indifpenfibte duty. I alfo had the 
Icfs merit in giving up my fortune for 
M- dc St. Gcran, as the ftain which 
would otherwife have fallen on his 
honour n>u(l certainly in a great meafurc 
have degraded me.** 

O 5 I could 
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I could not ftvoid admiring how the 
modefty of Adelaide fought to diminifh^ 
nay even to annul the value of fo extra* 
ordinary a cpnduft. I left her^ pene« 
trated with freih efteem and admiration, 
and (hould have even loved her more 
tenderly, had my affedion been capable 
of encreafe. 



CHAP. XIV. 
A marriage. 

JVl ADAME de St. Geran's mourn, 
ing being expired, I prefled her warmly 
to complete my happinefs by giving me 
her hand. Although the birth of Ade- 
laide, and the rank Ihe had acquitted by 
her flrll marriage placed her far above 
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ine, yet T was too well 3C£|uaiiU;ed witif 
her thoughts to have the Icaft fear that 
an. imaginary difproportion^ and which 
arifes only from the mod abfurd preju^ 
dice, could prevent her following the 
impulfe of her heart. However, as it 
is neceflary to avoid as much as poilible 
degrading Qurfelves in thepublicopinion, 
and as the reputation of Adelaide was 
too dear for me to negled any of the 
means to prevent its receiving the leaft 
fliock^ I refolved to purchafe an em^ 
ployment, which, by giving me a civil 
exiftence, would procure me a certain 
rank that would fupply the want of 
dignified birth. I was not guided by 
ambition^ and yet lefs by that fooliih 
vanity £o common among wealthy ple*i- 
beians, wl«>, proud of their riche9, 
endeavoui to eiface their original mean- 

nefs 
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hefs by purchafingan employ to ennoblf 
them, that they may 4n future forget 
rfiemfelves, and infult, by their luxury 
and infolence^ the clafs from whence 
they fprang. — The intereft of Adelaide 
infpired me with the projed, having no 
view but toIelTen the diftance between us ; 
being convinced that a man of under* 
(landing ought to conciliate as much as 
pofHble his own advantage^ and even 
his happinefs with the opinion of 
others. 

# 

When I had obtained the conient of 
Adelaide^ and we had fixed a day for our 
union^ I returned to Paris to make the 
neceffary preparations. I informed my 
friends that Madame de St. Geraa had 
at length confented to my happifiefs* 
The friendfhip they had for merendered 

them 
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them truly fenfible of all that interefled 
me ; they therefore could not but rejoice 
in my felicity. I alfo communicated to 
them my intention of purchafing an 
employment, ivhich they all approved; 
particularly the marquis. Secretary to 
the King appeared to methe moft noble, 
and which, as well as the rank attending 
it, had nothing confining in its execu- 
tion. I therefore purchafed it, pay- 
ing the fum of forty thoufand francs, 
lalfo bought diamonds for Adelaide to 
the value of thirty thoufand, which I 
prefented her with the evening before 
our marriage. 

I pafled^ the time intervening to our 
Vnion in the pleaiing expedation of 
enjoying a pure and lading felicity, 
vifiting my beloved Adelaide daily, who 
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now having no rcafon to conceal her 
inclinations, teftified the mod tender 
return ; paffing whole hours in declaring 
our mutual afFedion, and forming fu- 
ture projeAs oC. happinefs. 

The evening before our marriage, as 
I was on the point of departing with my 
friends to Adelaide's eftat^, where it 
was to be celebrated, a carriage flopped 
before my gate, from whence I had the 
pleafure to fee alight my friend Harri*i. 
fon, his wife, and fon. I flew to meet 
them, and after the firft compliments, 
•• Nothing could be more fortunate,* • 
faid I: *^ you are jufl: come in time to 
wltnefs my union with Madame de St. 
Geran. My happinefs will now be 
complete, fince all my friends are af. 
femblod/'-^Harrifon and his wife con- 
gratulated 
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gratulated me on my fuccefi. I pre^ 
fented them to my Italian friends^ with 
whom they were foon acquainted, for an 
inflant is fufficient to unite fimilar diff 
pofitions. 

The arrival of Harrifon only delayed 
0ur departure for fame minutes, tnyfelf 

and this much-elleemed company de* 
parting for Beauvais, where Adelaide 
received them as the friends of her fu^ 
cure hufband. At the caiUe we alfo foohd 
a0embied fome relations and friends c^ 
Madame de St. Geran, the greater part 
of them honeft country gentlemen^ and 
not over-rich. On feeing the appearance 
I made, they never enquired whether 
my birth equalled hers. I was wealthy, 
and that appeared to them fufiicient^ as 
they well knew: the fortune of Madame 

dc 
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de St. Geran was greatly reduced by the 
tnifcondu^^ of her late hufband. It is 
from the deprivation of obje<fls that we 
learn their value^ the advantages we 
pofleft ever Teeming inferior to thofr 
we are deftitute of. 

This was the cafe with thefe gentle>» 
fnen, who would willingly have relin- 
quiihed three-fourths of their quarteringi 
for fome thoufand crowns eftate. In 
faA, they were perfedly right; — birth 
alone procures nothing more than a 
cold and barren refpedl, while money is 
a fpring of numberlefs enjoyments, ar- 
dently fought after by the world at 
large* 

I fliall fpare the reader a recital of my 
marriage, which was celebrated without 

pomp 
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pomp or fplend6r,.by the defire of Ade- 
laide. We had none of thofe brilliant 
enteruinments with which people of 
quality ufually iignalize that epocha of 
their lives ; but joy and gaiety prefided 
at our union : — it was formed by love, 
and pleafure ever accompanies what is 
tranfaded under his aufpices. — In fhort, 
I became the hufband of Adelaide, that 
is to fay, the happieft of men : my feli« 
city began at that moment, and has 
continued without interruption or cloud 
until thi prefent h«ur. 

After remaining eight days at our 
cftite, we returned ta Paris. My 
Adelaide's country relati<ms appeared 
particularly fatisfied with the manner iii 
which I received them, fome prefents 
M^hich I made to their wives adding to 

tha 
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the good^opinion they had conceived of 
me. 

* 

I had forgot to mention that the bro- 
ther of Adelaide^ (that young man who 
was fo much attached to me while I 
lived with M* de Landrimontj) was 
prefem at xnir marriage. He was now a 
captain in a regiment of horfe^ and ex. 
prefTed the greateft pkafure on my 
union with his liften Her elded bro« 
thei'^ Monf. de Landrimont^ alfo tefli* 
ficd his fatisfaifijion^ Adelaide having 
but little trouble to gain his approbation, 
particularly when jfhe had infbnned him 
hoiv cgniidpr^ble j a fortifne , I wai in 
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